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HELL NO, WE WON'T PAY 


Public housing tenants 

dust off a Civil Rights-era 
Strategy — rent striking — to cap 
housing costs. 

By Toshio Meronek 
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LETTERS 


BRUISING REMARKS 


Something smells fishy, Chief 
Suhr: The highest-paid chief of do-noth- 
ing police in the country got a booboo on 
his tush? (“The Phantom Menace,” Chris 
Roberts, 12/24/15.) Aww, really? And no- 
body saw it? How unfair. Sounds like he 
finally got that kick in the ass he so des- 
perately deserves! What a lame, overpaid 
“combat fatigue dress rehearsal” circus 
this PD is! Smashed car windows galore, 
burglaries, cars stolen, bicycles stolen, 
etc. — many of it in broad daylight — 
and the standard phrase of the PD is: We 
can't do nothing about it. What an insult! 
But they can execute a man against a wall 
Nazi-style with 15 bullets and seven or 
eight cops. As the saying goes, “The fish 
stinks on the head first.” Critical Ob- 
server 


MAKE AMENDMENTS 


How to (rent) control the future: 
Have to agree with Tom Ammiano on 
this (““Mission: Rent Control,’ Adam 
Brinklow, 12/24/15). Unless state law 
can be amended to allow owners to agree 
to permanent rent control on newly con- 
structed units pursuant to some type of 
city development agreement, it’s too 
risky that a future owner would sue to 
overturn the rent control protection as a 


CAUTION: 


RED SUN brings you the boldest, highest nicotine cigarette i in Tc 


“Sounds like he finally got that kick in the ass he so desperately deserves!” 


violation of the Costa-Hawkins Act. Even 
if the City Attorney comes back and says 
he’s 95 percent confident rent control on 
new units would be upheld by the courts, 
the city should wait until Costa-Hawkins 
is amended to explicitly allow post-1995 
construction units to be protected under 
rent control with the consent of an 
owner. Sebra Leaves 


MOM-AND-POT SHOPS 


Just your friendly corner weed 
dealer: Since it’s clear marijuana is not 
addictive and is far less harmful than al- 
cohol, logically, marijuana will end up be- 
ing sold wherever beer and wine are 

— probably behind the counter, next to 
the Marlboros (“Ed Lee’s Weed Monop- 
oly, Chris Roberts, 12/24/15). “Tlltakea 
pack of Marley Natural and two of Wil- 
lie’s Reserve, please.” John Thomas 


STREET ACCOUNTS 


Land of outsiders: What about those 
folks, such as myself, who refuse to go 
into the system and are not accounted 
for because we are not out there in the 
street? (“Is S.F’s Homeless Problem Ac- 
tually Improving?”, Adam Brinklow, The 


Snitch, 12/23/15.) Look at your local 
parking lot or library and tell me what 
you see. We all know each other because 
we all have our routines: the veteran, the 


widowed engineer, the kids, the families, 


the mentally ill, the inmates out of 
prison, and the list goes on. These are 
people I see every day. I believe a lot of 
these homeless are not accounted for. 


Yes, you have lifers out here, but that 
doesn’t change the fact that this problem 
exists in this country of such bounty. It 
makes me angry. The things I’ve seen on 
the streets sicken me. America needs to 


wake up. SF Gypsy 


Lifestyles of the down and out: Ask 
the “homeless” who have been here 
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NEWS 


CRITICAL OBSERVER 


10...15...20 years. This is a lifestyle for 
many, which you refuse to report. And 
that includes the throngs who arrive 
thinking they can enjoy living in this 
town for free. Richmondman 


Happy holidays, y'all: I was on the 
38-Geary yesterday and this drug-in- 
duced freakshow got on screaming and 
yelling. She pissed her pants and smelled 
to high hell. The people at the back of 
the bus moved forward to get away from 
her. Until the liberal progressive idiots 
in this city put these people away, things 
will be the same. This city sucks com- 
pared to other cities around the country. 
Michael James 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Shit Shrimp Boy Says 


Whether reformed gangster or lifelong criminal, the man on the stand in federal court is never boring. 


By Laura Dudnick 


On meeting the un- 
dercover FBI agent 
Jimmy Chen: 

I thought he just inter- 
ested in my life story. We 
sit down and we talk about 
a lot of different subject, 
business, making easy 
money. My main focus, if 


Raymond “Shrimp Boy” Chow 
started young. The alleged Chinatown 
don — currently on trial in federal 
court for crimes including murder for 
hire and extortion — committed his 
first crime at age 8, “cut somebody up” 
at 9, and by 12 had “experienced” his 
first prostitute. 

Uncharacteristically garrulous for 


an alleged mobster on trial, Chow 
freely admitted to all of the above 
during three days of testimony while 
on the stand in his ongoing trial — 
along with much, much more. 

Here are some highlights from his 
testimony. 


On life after prison in 2003, 
after he was released in ex- 
change for flipping on former 
associate Peter Chong: 

I put in a request, I want to go 
down to the water by myself, Great 
Highway by the Sunset by the beach 
over there, I start to do my medita- 
tion and try to open my heart, try 
not to think about my fear. I 
have to survive in this town. I 
know the street ... I’m very 
good with jailhouse 
politics, I used to run 
the jail, they have a 
riot, they come to 
talk to me and ask my 
opinion. | sell drugs 
inside the prison, I 
did all that. I’m able, 
when I got out this time 
[in 2003], I put all that 
behind. 


Your Dime, 
Doing Time 


Is San Francisco's pension fund 
connected to private prisons? 


By Melissa Hellmann 


The San Francisco Employees’ 


Retirement System (SFERS), the city’s 
$21 billion pension fund, is no stranger 
to demands that it invest “responsibly.” 


he is a producer, I try to sell 
myself to him, I want him to 
get to know me. 


City officials have demanded that the city 
divest its holdings in gun manufacturers 
and fossil fuels; in 2013, housing activists 
demanded that the city sell off its shares 
in Wells Fargo because of alleged preda- 
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On his taxpayer-funded 


dinner with undercover FBI 
agent David Jordan: 
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ene 
Rv ace 





They hand me the menu and I 
don’t know how to read and write, 
they just point out to me the steak is 
right there, I usually order the steak 
... They ask me how! want it, medium 
rare, and how many ounce, give me 
a pound. They order the wine, the 
wine is about $200, very expensive 
wine, he very particular wine drinker. 
We have nice meal, everybody 

order lobster and steak, when 
the check come he look at 
the check and then I 
find out the steak is 
$42 an ounce, and 
that was very awe- 
some. Wow! 


On making it in 
San Francisco as 
an honest man: 

To my knowledge, 
my skill, I wouldn’t 
be broke ass trying to 


Illustrations by Fred Noland 


tory lending practices that fueled the 
foreclosure crisis. 

That divestment campaign ulti- 
mately failed. But now, some activists 
are alleging that San Francisco’s invest- 
ment in Wells Fargo also funds private 
prisons. 

Earlier this year, the Afrikan Black 
Coalition — an alliance of the black stu- 
dent unions across the nine University 
of California campuses — demanded 
that UC sell $425 million in shares of 
the bank, which is one of the largest fi- 
nanciers of the for-profit prison compa- 
nies Corrections Corporation of Ameri- 
ca (CCA) and the Geo Group (GEO). 

As of September, the bank held 
shares worth $33.8 million in Correc- 
tions Corp of America — a 25 percent 


LETTERS NEWS 


increase from the previous quarter 

— and $12.5 million in shares in GEO 
Group, according to its own financial 
statements. 

For its part, Wells Fargo denies any 
connection to private prisons. 

“Wells Fargo Funds — which are 
owned by the Funds’ investors, not 
Wells Fargo — currently holds a very 
small position in GEO and CCA as part 
of a passive index fund,” bank spokes- 
man Ruben Pullido wrote in an email. 
“SEC filings can make it appear that 
Wells Fargo is the owner, but we are 
not. In fact, the holdings of the mutual 
funds must be segregated from Wells 
Fargo’s own assets in accordance with 
applicable laws.” 

Still, San Francisco’s ties to Wells 






struggle in the city. 
I been struggling all 
these years because | 
try to stay away from 
all this. I have been 
dealing with people 
who try to hurt me 
out there, I deal with 
it, | have to show power 
in front of them, I got to 
show them, “Yeah I still in 
the city,” I still have all their 


gonna kill me, I got to deal with 
them. 


On the crimes he did 
commit while “re- 
formed”: 

Let me clear up some- 
thing. I get a party, 
sometime I snort a cou- 
ple bump, I don’t know 
if you consider that illegal 
but for me it’s very nor- 
mal just for a party. It’s 
normal to me. 


On the $60,000 
Chow allegedly re- 
ceived from the FBI 
agents over three 
years: 

If ’'m in illegal busi- 
ness, I can make that 
within a day, I can make $1 
million in a week ... I cut all 
that off. ’m not involved in 


Fargo are undeniable. According to Jay 
Huish, SFERS’s executive director, the 
city’s pension fund invests approximate- 
ly $75 million in the bank. Whether that 
includes investments in Corrections 
Corp or GEO, Huish could not say. But 
according to activists with Enlace, which 
launched a national private prison di- 
vestment campaign, Wells Fargo has no 
“portfolio screens” that prevent invest- 
ments like San Francisco's from being 
used to invest in incarceration for profit. 
“We believe that city, pension, 
and university investments in major 
prison investors like Wells Fargo and 
other companies who own over one 
million shares of CCA and GEO stock 
combined, are investments in mass in- 
carceration and immigrant detention,” 
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respect in the community, I have 
people in the Broadway Street just 
walk up to me ... and tell me [guy] 


















illegal business no more, that’s why I 
don’t make no money. 


On whether he knowingly 
introduced various criminals to 
each other: 

I never introduce anyone to do any 
crime. People offer me drug, different 
business opportunity ... they call me, 
they offer me back in the business, 
they want me back in the business, 

I tell them no... I put a lot of people 
together, and they get to know each 
other, for the good time, party. 


On sharing a maxim of “You 
fuck around, you gone” with 
the undercover agent: 

“You fuck around, you gone,” 
very common. That’s after Allen 
Leung passed, died. We were 
sitting in here talking about 
some other people. This man 

carry recording me, all the 

conversation you heard, I 

never had anything to do 
with the murder myself ... This 
conversation, we talk about 
the nature of the street, how 
I used to be, in 
1992, before 
that. What 
I’m talking 
about at that 
time, the past, how 
I handle business, that’s 
how I carry myself. It has 
nothing [to do] with today. 
After 2003, I do not do those 
things no more. 


said Jamie Tinkler, the campaign and 
development coordinator of Enlace’s 
private prison divestment campaign. 
Wells Fargo has repeatedly refuted 
its connection to private prison shares, 
noted Tinkler, who nonetheless be- 
lieves that the bank has the ability to 
completely divest from CCA and GEO, 
just as the University of California did. 
As for SFERS, its board members 
have been on notice for three years to 
divest from fossil fuels companies, yet 
still hold hundreds of millions of dollars 
in the likes of Chevron. If the wait to 
divest from fossil fuel companies is any 
indication of the Board of Supervisors’ 
reluctance to withdraw funds, then the 
chances of SFERS selling its shares in 
Wells Fargo any time soon are slim. 
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Hell No, We Won't Pay 


Tenants dust off a Civil Rights-era strategy — rent striking — to defeat skyrocketing rent. 


By Toshio Meronek 


The Midtown Park Apartments, 
a block of unremarkable buildings in the 
Fillmore District, were built in 1964 atop 
land cleared during San Francisco's “Urban 
Renewal” projects. Transformations of Ed- 
wardian and Victorian neighborhoods into 
concrete blocks were hailed by anti-“blight” 
groups. Critics, like author James Baldwin, 
had another name for the improvements: 
“Negro removal.” 

At Midtown’s ribbon-cutting cere- 
mony, then-Mayor Jack Shelley waxed 
optimistic, calling Midtown a “successful 
experiment” on the way to “our ultimate 
goal...a home for all who wish to live in 
San Francisco.” 

The 139-unit, three-story project was 
unique in that it was financed by the 
city. Once the city’s mortgage was paid 
off, the residents — members of a non- 
profit cooperative — would own their 
places outright. “Own your own,’ as the 
original sales brochure hyped. 

More than 50 years later, those 
promises of homeownership are un- 
fulfilled. Midtown’s occupants, some 
of whom have lived here decades, are 
still renters. And the issue of displace- 
ment is still on their minds. The city 
says Midtown’s residents can’t handle 
necessary building repairs and has 
increased rents. In response, Midtown 
tenants and their allies have launched 
“Save Midtown,” a campaign to hold the 
city to its redevelopment-era “own your 
own’ promises. 

Their latest move is to revive a tactic 
rarely considered since 1978, when 
future Mayor Ed Lee, then a tenants’ 
rights lawyer, helped residents of a Chi- 
natown public housing complex called 
Ping Yuen organize a rent strike against 
the city’s Housing Authority. 

Rent strikes — withholding rent un- 
til the landlord meets renters’ demands 
— have historically come at times when 
wages were stagnant and housing costs 
on the rise. They’re legally sketchy; most 
leases state that failure to pay rent is 
grounds for immediate eviction. But in 
the past, as Lee proved, great inequality 
has made it politically possible to do the 
legally impossible. 

“We can say Black Lives Matter, but 
we also have to say that Black Homes 
Matter,” says Midtown resident Jay Ma- 
jitov, a first-generation Russian émigré 
who has lived in a shared two-bedroom 
unit for 12 years. Majitov was attracted 
to San Francisco because of its diversity, 
and has bonded with many of his non- 
white neighbors. “Black lives are not 
going to matter if we don't have black 
people living here.” 
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This year, the city began adjusting 
Midtown’s rents to align with other public 
housing in the city, tying costs to house- 
hold income rather than the original cove- 
nants struck under Mayor Shelley. 

While some low-income seniors saw 
their rents drop, other working house- 
holds saw increases of up to 300 percent. 
In August, Majitov and about 25 other 
families began withholding the increas- 
es. They’re still determined, although 
Midtown residents’ fight with the city 
is entering its third year. The rent strike 
escalates a campaign that has included 
street protests, Board of Supervisors 
speak outs, and lawsuits. 

On Dec. 14, Majitov and other Save 
Midtown activists gathered at the Soma 
headquarters of Mercy Housing Califor- 
nia, carrying signs reading “Mercy Leave 
Midtown.” 

Mercy Housing, one of the country’s 
largest nonprofit housing developers and 
property managers, entered the picture 
around Christmas 2013. In a meeting 
with Midtown’s resident board on Dec. 
23 of that year, Olson Lee, the director 
of Ed Lee’s Mayor’s Office of Housing 
(MOH), terminated San Francisco’s con- 
tract with Midtown’s board, which had 
until then been in charge of the prop- 
erty. MOH then hired Mercy — whose 
executive director, Doug Shoemaker, 
preceded Olson Lee as the head of MOH 
— to administer the property. (In an 
experimental program, Mercy is also 
taking control of some of San Francisco’s 
neglected public housing units from the 
federally-funded Housing Authority.) 

City appraisers declared that Mid- 
town was in disrepair. There were 
boilers to replace and mold to remove. 
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Mike Koozmin 


Midtown Park Apartments. 


Renovations would cost an estimated 
$38 million — far more than Midtown’s 
resident-managers could afford. 

The city blames Midtown’s board 
for not tackling the repairs. But the city 
was the mortgage holder and owned the 
properties. That left upkeep to “amateur 
volunteers [on the board] and a succes- 
sion of property management compa- 
nies,’ creating a situation guaranteed to 
“obscure accountability and ensure the 
complex’s long-term needs went unad- 
dressed,” as SF Weekly reported last year. 

The maintenance issues “would have 
gotten any private landlord in major 
trouble,” a Department of Building In- 
spection inspector (who asked not to be 
named) told SF Weekly. Save Midtown 
organizers say the city has refused to 
provide documentation for the $38 mil- 
lion repair estimate. 

With the city apparently failing to 
check up on a property worth tens of 
millions of dollars and housing hundreds 
of people, it seems those “own your own” 
promises were just words on a pamphlet. 
Nobody wants to assume blame for the 
complex’s neglect, but the maintenance 
won't pay for itself. The situation is one 
of the most frustrating housing puzzles 
in a city famous for real estate shitshows. 


The city is now auditing Midtown 
residents to align their rents with other 
subsidized housing projects in San Fran- 
cisco: 30 percent of a person's income is 
what the government considers “afford- 
able.” But any increase is a bitter pill for 
residents who cling to the dream of own- 
ing their own place. 





Natacha Yarbrough 


Midtown Apartments residents 
are hoping a rent strike will work 
where other tactics haven't. 


Board of Supervisors President Lon- 
don Breed, who represents the Fillmore, 
supports Midtown residents. On Dec. 
16, Breed aide Vallie Brown told SF 
Weekly that “no one will be evicted” from 
Midtown as long as they “follow the 
rules of affordable housing throughout 
the city and the country.” 

That means swallowing a potential 
rent hike and forfeiting ownership hopes. 
“The city feels that if they just said, 
‘OK, you own it, A) [Midtown residents] 
wouldn't be able to afford it, to do all the 
maintenance and everything; and B) the 

city is very adamant, especially Super- 
visor Breed, that she wants to keep [the 
housing] affordable,” Brown explains. 

Ownership hopes aside, many resi- 
dents want to remove Mercy, which has 
committed a litany of alleged offenses. 
According to Save Midtown, Mercy’s 
latest affront happened on Dec. 9, when 
staff cut off an apartment’s door lock 
chain in order to enter unannounced. The 
elderly female resident “was in the bath- 
room...When [she] heard voices, [she] ran 
downstairs to find two men standing in 
the apartment,’ Midtown resident Ramo- 
na Johnson wrote in an email to Mercy. 

Tenants have also complained 
about newly imposed parking fees 
and threatening letters regarding rent 
nonpayment. On Dec. 14, the SF Labor 
Council passed a resolution validating 
Midtown residents’ complaints, alleging 
that Mercy is engaged “in a campaign 
of harassment and intimidation against 
tenants who are active in the fightback 
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[against rent increases].” 

Talking with SF Weekly, Mercy Califor- 
nia’s Shoemaker called Save Midtown’s 
campaign “a pattern of total misinfor- 
mation.’ At the latest protest on Dec. 14, 
Shoemaker came outside Mercy’s offices 
to pass around a statement that refuted 
protesters’ claims, stating that Mercy’s 
handling of the housing complex is guid- 
ed by “No Displacement” and “Explore 
Alternative Ownership Structure.” 

However, Mercy only has its public 
image to lose; the city will pay the or- 
ganization for its services regardless of 
what happens. 

Of complaints about Mercy, Brown 
says, None of us like change. But any- 
thing that has been brought forward to 
Supervisor Breed, we've talked to Mercy 
about it and they’ve changed a practice.” 

Midtown tenants wonder whose 
interests their supervisor has at heart. 
According to emails Save Midtown ob- 
tained under the Sunshine Ordinance, 
MOH “walked [Breed] through” the ap- 
proach to handling Midtown’s “aggres- 
sive’ residents, about whom MOH staff- 
er Joan McNamara warned colleagues: 
“Please watch your back and err on the 
side of caution.” 

McNamara told SF Weekly she does 
“not provide comments.” 

The residents are appealing a recent 
decision by the Rent Board that Mid- 
town is not covered under SF’s rent 
control ordinance. Exhausted by the 
years-long fight against the city, Save 
Midtown said they’d trade hopes of 
homeownership for assurance that their 
monthly housing costs won't increase. 
Whatever the outcome of the most re- 
cent lawsuit — in which 140 Midtown 
families are suing the city to win perma- 
nent rent control — and the rent strike, 
the controversy at Midtown hints at 
who exactly the city believes worthy of 
special allowances. 

The Planning Department often 
grants height-restriction exceptions 
to developers in exchange for building 
more “affordable” below-market-rate 
units than required, where “affordable” 
might mean $400,000 for a one-bed- 
room unit. Meanwhile, unless the city 
backs down on its refusal to transfer 
ownership to largely low-income Mid- 
town tenants, few of its residents will be 
able to afford a house in San Francisco 
this lifetime. 

“It is our feeling that we’re being sys- 
tematically pushed out,” Majitov says. 
“We want to play by the rules and we 
have. But there’s no reward for playing 
by the rules, unfortunately, in this city.” 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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A LEGAL NEVADA, TRUMP FOR LEGALIZATION, AND SEAN PARKER EXPLAINED. 


Predictions 
(and questions) 
for 2016 


Lists, reflections, and other 
filler: these are the newspaper reader’s 
“reward” when the calendar flips. This is 
when both writer and reader would rather 
be polishing off the last of the egg nog and 
dusting off champagne flutes than taking 
stock or pondering the future — and usu- 
ally, it shows. 

2015 was mostly good for cannabis 
in America. Congress made moves, 
recreational shops opened in Oregon 
— and, like every other year in recorded 
human history, nobody died from a 
marijuana overdose. 

But it’s now 2016 (or soon to be). 
It’s a presidential election year. Mexi- 
co’s leaders will officially debate legal- 
ization. Several more states, including 
California, could legalize recreational 
marijuana. Desperate presidential can- 
didates could seize on drug reform as a 
path to office. 

And Congress — yes, that same Con- 
gress that would be challenged to agree 
on the shape of a negotiating table — 
could very well move more on drug re- 
form this year than the California state 
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Legislature has in a decade. 

There is much afoot, and much to 
discuss. Here, then, are our modest pre- 
dictions for the year ahead. 

eA major Republican politi- 
cian, other than Kentucky Sen. 
Rand Paul, will unveil a serious 
(looking or sounding, at least) 
plan to legalize cannabis and 
overhaul the nation’s drug laws. 

This will probably be a Hail Mary 
move from a fringe presidential candi- 
date, desperate for a boost at the polls 
(other than Rand Paul), but it will have 
the unintended consequences of mak- 
ing drug reform a real issue in Wash- 
ington, and it will all but guarantee that 
the next president will have no choice 
but to seriously address the drug war. 

As for Donald Trump? We would not 
be surprised if he both smoked weed in 
front of Fox News cameras and called for 
all weed users to be 
put on a list, possibly 
on the same day. 

eThere will be 
legal adult can- 
nabis cafes in Las 
Vegas before San 
Francisco. 

A legalization initia- 
tive has already quali- 
fied for the Nevada bal- 
lot — and in Sin City, 
eager entrepreneurs are 
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already handing in their gaming licenses 
in exchange for permits to sell medical 
cannabis (you cannot hold both), with 
hopes of a recreational shop. Vegas has 
embraced legal cannabis in a way almost 
unthinkable in California, and will con- 
tinue to do so — even if it is with the 
goal of making a buck. We see Nevada 
voters, who skew anti big-government 
and pro-fun, approving legalization and 
the state moving swiftly to stake a claim 
as the cannabis capital of the world — at 
least in terms of consumption. 

eA member of Congress will 
introduce (or reintroduce) a 
serious, bipartisan effort to 
legalize cannabis and overhaul 
rescheduling — and it will get a 
hearing. 

This is a risky call, but we feel good 
about it. Even though cannabis business- 
es still can’t bank and even though 
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medical marijuana patients can still lose 
their jobs for the crime of smoking a 
joint, Congress did more on drug policy 
reform in 2015 than in any other year. 
The federal Justice Department is barred 
from interfering in state-legal cannabis, 
and lawmakers have put more pressure 
on officials throughout Washington to 
either reform or explain their Prohibi- 
tionist ways. Look for a lawmaker from 
Colorado or Oregon to push the most 
ambitious effort yet to shake things up 
on the federal level — possibly after the 
details of the FDA’s recommendation 

on whether to de-list cannabis from the 
country’s roll of the most dangerous sub- 
stances in the world is made public. 

Now, for the question, of which 

there’s really only one. 

eWill California legalize? 

We're unsure. We do know that it’s 
by far from guaranteed that 
we ll even be able to consider 
the question. 

The Adult Use of Marijua- 
na Act, the ballot initiative 
that will supposedly receive 
material support from inter- 
net billionaire Sean Parker, 
stands a good chance of 
winning if it qualifies for 
the ballot. 

But will it qualify? 
Netting the 365,000-plus 
signatures needed to qualify 


a ballot measure will take as much as $2 
million to $3 million. 

Parker had pledged matching dona- 
tions to the Marijuana Policy Project 
last month but has yet to officially kick 
down any cash. He is also reportedly 
annoyed with the mistrust and out- 
right hostility with which his interest 
in legalizing marijuana has been met 
from some current California cannabis 
activists and businesses. 

If Parker changes his mind, cash 
could also come from WeedMaps 
CEO Justin Hartfield, who parked $1 
million in a political action committee 
last year, and Joby Pritzker, a venture 
capitalist who is one of the scions of 
the Hyatt Hotels fortune and a board 
member of MPP. 

People who know Parker say he is, 
at heart, an idealist. He wants to fix 
stuff. He wants to shake shit up. (Iam 
told that he lived, for a time, near Sixth 
Street in San Francisco, and wondered 
aloud if he could solve the city’s suffer- 
ing Skid Row by buying up the SROs 
and rehabilitating them.) 

It would go a long way, though, to- 
wards earning trust among cannabis’s 
famously divisive “leadership” if Parker 
went public with why he wants to legal- 
ize. So that leaves us with this last ques- 
tion: Sean, will you grant us an interview? 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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THE YEAR 
IN PREVIEW 


Face it: 2015 is done and over with. Time is moving on, and so should you. To that end, rather than focus on what was and ruminate on 
how it could have been, we’re looking ahead — and giving you a taste of the future. Behold, then: 2016 — in preview. 

Forget what you've heard. We do know what the future holds. We can see it clearly ... we see a brand new museum in South of 
Market rivaling whatever it is they consider “art” in New York. We see that a legal decision that could change the way modern-day 
Silicon Valley does business will be heard. We see a few brash young kids launching a website intended to undermine and dethrone 
an industry leader. We see the San Francisco Police Department tackling the unenviable task of winning back the trust of the peo- 
ple it polices (if it ever enjoyed that trust in the first place). We also see one person tasked with fixing the city’s homeless problem 
(good luck with that, by the way). 

Here are some of the newsmakers you'll read about this year — perhaps all year long. Chris Roberts 
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ART MOVEMENT 


SFMOMA’‘s May reopening will reveal more than just a simple expansion. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Museums tend to be an august 
lot. Like airlines or religions, they aren't 
established every day. And like aircraft 
carriers or diversified corporate con- 
glomerates, they don’t pivot quickly. 

Since its prolonged temporary 
closure starting in the spring of 
2013 — with a valedictory in the 
form of The Clock, Christian Marclay’s 
24-hour-long bricolage of found foot- 
age — SFMOMA has quietly labored 
to remake itself as a peer of New York’s 
modern and contemporary art muse- 
ums, which have been on an expan- 
sionary tear. 

Because adding onto Mario Botta’s 
polarizing 1995 design — immediately 
recognizable but heavy, its black-and- 
white turret like a sliced-off steamship 
funnel — was impossible, SFMOMA 
turned to the Norwegian architecture 
and design firm Snghetta to augment 
Botta’s building, but not replace it, with 
a 10-story structure of its own. This 
spring, after a $610 million campaign 
— which funded the costs of construc- 
tion while tripling the institution’s en- 
dowment — SFMOMA will be ready for 
its grand re-reveal on May 14. 

Three components will strike mu- 
seum-goers as they step in for the first 
time in three years or more, according 
to Ruth Berson, SFMOMA’s deputy 
director of curatorial affairs: the newly 
expanded permanent collection; 260 
works from the Doris and Donald 
Fisher Collection; and the fruits of the 
museum's Campaign for Art, which 
consists mostly of “promise gifts” 
that likely won't be shown again for 
decades, or until their current owners’ 
estates hand them over. 

While the Fisher Collection remains 
a possession of the Fisher Foundation, 
an agreement — “a renewable under- 
standing that we intend to keep in 
perpetuity,” Berson says — will ensure 
that three floors of the museum re- 
main stocked with work by Alexander 
Calder, Ellsworth Kelly, Sol LeWitt, 
Agnes Martin, Gerhard Richter, Andy 
Warhol, and Chuck Close. 

But the key thing to remember is 
that this SFMOMA is bigger. Much 
bigger. Past a certain point, though, 
square footages become too abstract 
for most people to envision accurate 
before-and-after comparisons. 

“It might be helpful to think about 
gallery square footage because that’s 
what the public focuses on,” Berson 
says. “We were at 50,000 square feet, 
which is roughly the size of the new 
Whitney Museum at the High Line. 
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Just in internal space, we’re going to 
be north of 130-135,000 square feet, 
which is roughly the size of New York 
MOMA as it is now. If you think about 
it in terms of the previous SFMOMA, 
it’s more than two but not quite three 
times the size.” 

That’s a lot of space, but even then, 
the museum’s roster of treasures is sim- 
ply too vast to display more than a small 
percentage at a time. Simply making 
room for a larger percentage was never 
the purpose of the expansion, either. 
Instead, there is a complex relationship 
between the amount of gallery space 
SFMOMA has and the total size of its 
collection, in which the growth of one 
facilitates the growth of the other. 

“When you're talking about your 
collector community,” Berson says, 
“you need to show that you have room 
to be able to show things. Because oth- 
erwise, there’s no motivation to give.” 


Making prospective donors proud 
is undoubtedly important, but first, 
there was the mundane problem of sat- 
isfying the curatorial staff. As Snghetta 
had little experience working on mu- 
seums, Berson and SFMOMA Director 
Neal Benezra traveled widely through 
the U.S and Europe with members of 
their trustee group, figuring out what 
would work best, including what con- 
figuration of LED lighting would per- 
suade the team to make the jump from 
incandescents. 

Benson and her staff are excited 
about “working with spaces that were 
conceived for great works of art,” she 
says. Ihe Snghetta spaces are very 
much column-free, which means we 
can put our temporary walls wherever 
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we want to, which helps the curators 
tell the story in a way that puts fewer 
restraints on them.” The real measure 
of a successful museum collection is 
the kind of stories you can tell with it, 
she says. 

It sounds tidy, but there is reason 
for some anxiety. While the Whitney’s 
2015 move from the Upper East Side 
to the foot of the High Line won plau- 
dits, the Museum of Modern Art has 
had no end of bad press lately, from 
a design that failed to account for in- 
creased attendance to a high-handed 
decision to purchase and demolish the 
nearby American Folk Art Museum to 
the disastrous Bjork retrospective that 
spurred art critic Jerry Saltz to burn 
his press pass. SFMOMA seems to be 
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working extra-hard to avoid this fate. 

“T think that we have done some- 
thing that is unique,” Berson says. “I 
feel not apprehensive but a sense of 
anticipation about being able to share 
it. I hope it becomes beloved.” 

That’s a verdict for history to ren- 
der, but there are structural reasons 
to believe that a total flop is highly 
unlikely. Snghetta’s design knits the 
building to the neighborhood, but ties 
up some internal loose ends as well. 
In a nod to the current vogue for col- 
laborative workspaces — where good 
ideas germinate in chance encounters 
— the majority of the museum’s staff 
will now be under the same roof for 
the first time in more than a decade, 
which Berson regards as a boon for 
an institutional culture that is still in 
development. 

However beneficial for the health 
of the museum, this “rubbing of 
shoulders” will occur backstage (as it 
were). But from the general public’s 
point of view, the new SFMOMA will 
be more than a series of white rooms 
filled with priceless objects, where one 
is expected to maintain safe distances 
and hushed tones. Corey Lee, the chef 
of three-Michelin-starred Benu, will 
open In Situ, a ground-floor restaurant 
whose menu mirrors the concept of an 
art exhibition. 
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“Each dish comes from a different 
chef or restaurant that has helped 
shape our ideas about or relationship 
to food in some way,’ Lee tells SF 
Weekly. “Taking a cue from SFMOMA’s 
mission statement, we hope to make 
the great work of modern chefs more 
accessible to a broader audience. Like a 
museum helps make a connection be- 
tween a visitor and an artist, we'd like 
to help make a connection between a 
diner and chef that may not happen 
otherwise.” 

Additionally, there will be a giant 
living wall, a 35-foot-tall “white box” 
performance and event space with 
theatrical lighting, an education space 
with dedicated entrances on Minna 
Street that will allow SFMOMA to 
serve three times as many students, 

a less fortress-like relationship to the 
surrounding alleys, and an atmosphere 
of approachability that comes from 
providing lots of art-filled public spac- 
es with free wifi. 

As Berson says, ‘If you find your- 
self in the neighborhood, and don’t 
have time to go to the galleries but 
just want to sit on the steps, stare at 
Richard Serra’s Sequence and check 
your email, you'll be able to do that at 
SFMOMA, too.” 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 
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Can Yungcloud replace SoundCloud as the next major streaming site? 


By Jessie Schiewe 


It happened overnight. 

On May 6, Jude Mc and Marcellus 
“MFK” Marcy, roommates in Los An- 
geles, were hanging out in their Kore- 
atown apartment and ruminating on 
the current state of music streaming 
platform SoundCloud and the chang- 
es the site’s Berlin-based founders 
might make next. 

Since 2014, SoundCloud has rolled 
out a number of additions, revamps, 
and policy changes to what was once 
the Wild West of music streaming 
and sharing. When the site launched 
in 2007, it was a place where half-fin- 
ished demos, bootlegs, and copy- 
right-infringed remixes could be 
uploaded and shared freely. Now that 
copyright infringements are staunch- 
ly patrolled, songs — and sometimes 
entire playlists — are regularly nixed 
from the site. 

In the beginning, SoundCloud was 
free. Today, it offers paid subscription 
plans ranging from $38 per year to 
more than $100, and caps non-sub- 
scription users’ uploadable content. 
A continuous play feature that slips 
in “featured” songs has been added 
(unlike YouTube’s autoplay feature, 
it cannot be turned off), and the site 
has been rebranded to appeal more to 
listeners rather than the artists and 
producers who upload content in the 
first place. 

The conversation between the 
roommates became heated. Marcy, 

a founder and producer of the avant 
rap crew Goth Money — which owes 
its existence, at least partially, to 
SoundClound — was particularly ex- 
asperated. 

“If I were to listen to my music on 
there, then somebody else’s music 
would start playing, without me even 
following them,” the 27-year-old ex- 
plains to SF Weekly. “It’s become this 
big, annoying thing. I’m on this web- 
site just to listen to music I like, not 
Justin Bieber.” 

Mc had heard similar complaints 
from his roommate before, and al- 
though not a musician (he does web 
development and directs music vid- 
eos), he empathized with Marcy. So 
that night, when Marcy declared, “We 
should just do our own streaming 
site,” Mc piped up. That could be a 
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reality, he told him. 

“Thad everything set up, so I could 
just crank it out,” he says. 

So they did. 

They spent the rest of the night 
brainstorming the site’s name, cre- 
ating a logo with Photoshop, and 
building their music streaming and 
sharing platform from scratch. Nine 
dollars and a night’s worth of sleep 
later, Yungcloud was born. 

The site went live on May 7, when 
Marcy announced Yungcloud’s exis- 
tence to his roughly 5,000 Twitter 
followers in a one-word post that 
simply read: “Yungcloud.” 

The aim, he explained, was to 
create a music sharing and streaming 
site for musicians, by musicians. Un- 
like SoundCloud, which many people, 
including Marcy, feel has turned its 
back on the indie and up-and-coming 
artists who built it, Yungcloud is 
meant to connect up-and-coming art- 


ists and provide them with a platform 


to get their music heard by larger 
audiences. 

“It’s about building more of 
a community, rather than a 
corporate-feeling, big web- 
site,’ says Mc, who has been 
building websites since he was 
a kid. 

It was through SoundCloud, 
YouTube, and Twitter that 
Goth Money grew its fan base. 
Those millennial-friendly sites 
were also responsible for help- 
ing the crew’s formation in the 
first place. 

Marcy discovered the rapper Black 
Kray in 2012 after doing a search 
for “trillwave” on YouTube. Another 
member of the crew, Luckaleannn, 
was also found through YouTube. 

“We exist because of the internet,” 
says Marcy. “It was how we linked up 
and got others to start fucking with 
our music.” 

The site’s initial investor was a 
22-year-old Texan named Patrick 
Graham. He’d heard about Yungcloud 
through Twitter and funneled some 
of the $20,000 he’d earned from 
Treasury bonds into Yungcloud. 

“lve been a big fan of Goth Money 
for a while now,’ says Graham, who 
dropped out of Reed College to pur- 
sue a full-time job with the record 
label Thraxxhouse (which he’d also in- 
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vested in). “I think that’s specifically 
why I was super excited to work with 
them. They’ve already been innova- 
tors in the field for awhile, in terms 
of their marketing and dedication to 
working within themselves, rather 
than relying on an external lifeboat.” 

To date, Yungcloud has approxi- 
mately 10,000 registered users and 
more than 20,000 uploaded tracks. 
Well over half of its userbase is be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 24, with 
most hailing from the U.S., Canada, 
Germany, the U.K., and France. 

In its current iteration, the site 
has many of the same features as 
SoundCloud, such as artist pages, 
direct messaging, playlists, song 
sharing, favorites, and embedding of 
tracks on other websites. 
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Jude Mc and Marcellus “MFK"” 
Marcy. 


But this, says Mc, is only the be- 
ginning. 

Once Yungcloud gets more inves- 
tors, Mc says they plan to “build on 
top of that framework and make it 
something more original than it is.” 

Already, they offer 50 GB of free 
uploading space (or about 500 hours 
of audio), which far exceeds Sound- 
Cloud’s three hours of free upload 
space (or six hours for a Pro Account). 

In addition to adding group chat- 
ting and customization options for 
pages, so artists can tailor them to 
their liking, Mc says they also want 
the site to be a user-friendly resource 
for discovering new music, especially 
micro-genres. 

“Lots of sites show what songs are 
trending,” he says, “but they usually 
just show Drake or whoever else is big 
at the moment. They don't really have 
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smaller charts for subgenres, so we 
want to have a charting system like 
that to help people discover more un- 
derground, less obvious music.” 

Perhaps Yungcloud’s most ambi- 
tious goal, however, is to delve into dis- 
tribution services for artists who want 
to get their music on iTunes, Spotify, 
and Amazon Music. The goal, Mc says, 
is to be a one-stop shop for newbie art- 
ists who want to both stream and sell 
their music. Yungcloud will take the 
place of a label and provide artists with 
a venue to sell their merchandise and 
albums all on one site. 

“A lot of people right now have 
a SoundCloud and a BandCamp, so 
we re going to be combining all these 
different services so you only have 
to go to one place to get everything 
done,” he says. “You could create an 
album and it could be for sale on 
Yungcloud, and also you could pay a 
flat fee to have it go out to distribu- 
tion so your album is now on iTunes 
and Spotify. Then you'd be collecting 
royalties on streams, but you could 
also sell it yourself on Yungcloud.” 

Mc and Marcy have plans to turn 
Yungcloud into a nonprofit business 
and open a free pop-up recording stu- 
dio in Los Angeles or elsewhere. As it 
grows, problems will inevitably arise, 
especially in regards to copyright 
infringement. For now, the site still 
hosts remixes and uploads without 
policing them, but they’ve already ex- 
perienced a few problems with leaked 
tracks (namely, Justin Bieber’s “What 
Do You Mean,” which was posted on 
Yungcloud a day before the song’s 
scheduled release, resulting in a lot of 
traffic for the site, as well as plenty of 
take-down notices ). 

Eventually, the site will become 
monetized, as users will have to pay a 
fee for the distribution services, and 
bootlegs will have to be taken down. 
But remixes, which are more of a legal 
gray area, are something that Mc says 
Yungcloud is willing to fight for. 

“If we get too big, they’re going to 
come after us,” he says, referring to 
artists and their labels. “And, at that 
point, we’re going to have to make 
a decision about whether to fight to 
keep our remixes up or go along some 
other route.” 


JSchiewe@SFWeekly.com 
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CAN THIS MAN SOLVE 





SAN FRANCISCOS 


HOMELESS PROBLEM? 


Sam Dodge, the city’s new homeless czar, aims to try. 


By Jeremy Lybarger 


Sam Dodge is a man always on 
the move. When we meet in his offices on 
the ground floor of City Hall — a warren 
of low-ceilinged, bullpen-like rooms — 
he’s in between summits with the De- 
partment of Technology and the city’s 
Shelter Monitoring Committee. Aman 
toting plastic shopping bags waits in the 
office’s cramped reception area, anxious 
to carry out some unscheduled business. 
After talking with the visitor for 10 min- 
utes, Dodge sits down for our interview, 
then promptly excuses himself to use the 
restroom. You get the impression he’s a 
man who has to remind himself to piss. 

Such has been the treadmill of 
Dodge’s life since October, when Mayor 
Ed Lee appointed him Director of the 
Mayor's Office of Housing Opportunity, 
Partnerships & Engagement (HOPE), 
following the retirement of Dodge’s 
predecessor Bevan Dufty. Dubbed 
the city’s “homeless czar,’ Dodge has 
what the San Francisco Chronicle called 
“the hardest [job] in City Hall”: ending 
homelessness for the more than 6,000 
people who live on the city’s streets and 
in its shelters. 

Dodge, whose boyish face belies his 
AO years and gives the impression of a 
choirboy who ransacked a bureaucrat’s 
closet, has the policy chops to make 
that goal seem less ludicrous. He grew 
up in Seattle and studied political 
economy at Evergreen State College in 
Olympia, Wash., where he organized 
student workers. 

After moving to San Francisco in 
1998, he moved into professional labor 
organizing, first with the Service Em- 
ployees International Union and later 
with the California Nurses Association. 
In June 2000, he landed at the Tender- 
loin Housing Clinic, where, according to 
his own estimates, he prevented more 
than 3,000 unlawful evictions, saved 
more than 1,000 low-cost rental units 
from illegal conversion, and advocated 
on behalf of residential hotel tenants. 

His activist streak segued into a deep 
concern for the city’s homeless and 
marginally housed. He helped found the 
Central City SRO Collaborative, which 
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lobbies the landlords of residential 
hotels to keep their buildings safe and 
clean. After a hiatus to earn his master’s 
in public policy and administration 
from Columbia University — as well as 
a stint as a staff analyst at the New York 
City Department of Homeless Services 
— Dodge returned to the Bay Area in 
2014. He and his wife Heather, a librar- 
ian at Berkeley City College, wanted to 
be closer to her father, and perhaps give 
their son, Myles, a more comfortable 
childhood than was possible in New 
York. (The couple also has a six-month- 
old daughter named Willa.) 

Following a brief run as an analyst at 
the San Francisco Department of Public 
Works, Dodge was tapped to be deputy 
director for policy at HOPE. 

“T wanted this job,” Dodge says. “I 
felt like I could make a big difference. 
The opportunity of seeing things dif- 
ferently from working outside of here 
and seeing the pluses and minuses of 
different systems, I saw ways that we 
could make tremendous progress. I feel 
there’s big opportunity costs; if you're 
not doing things optimally, that’s real 
people’s lives.” 

He knew from the beginning that his 
boss, Bevan Dufty, had his eye on the 
door. Dodge repeatedly persuaded the 
older man to stay on, and negotiated a 
“gentleman’s agreement” whereby Dufty 
wouldn't retire before the end of 2015. 
When the 60-year-old Dufty finally 
stepped down in October, he left behind 
a small agency divided between show- 
piece innovations, such as the Naviga- 
tion Center in the Mission, and political 
blowback stemming from Lee’s state- 
ment that the city’s homeless would 
“have to leave” when Super Bowl 50’s 
fan village rolls into town January 30. 

Dodge says the mayor was deliberate- 
ly misunderstood. 

“There is no plan to criminalize the 
homeless while the Super Bowl is going 
on,” he says. “[Chronicle columnist] Phil 
Matier is a good guy, but he really knows 
how to sell a paper. He got a lot of 
mileage out of a side comment that had 
nothing to do with [criminalizing the 
homeless]. The actual comments were 





about a pretty small proscribed area 
that’s going to be fenced off.” 

In fact, Dodge calls himself “lucky” 
to work with a mayor who is “so for- 
ward-thinking.” In December, Lee 
floated the idea of creating a new city 
department — informally (but maybe 
officially) called the Department to End 
Homelessness — which would bundle 
the city’s various health, housing, drug 
rehab, and counseling services under 
one umbrella. The mayor said he’d con- 
duct a national search for someone to 
head the department, but he may have 
to look no farther than Dodge’s office in 
Room 18 at City Hall. 

“T would do it,” Dodge says without 
hesitation, noting that the city’s housing 
and social service programs work indi- 
vidually but not in concert. “We have 
such a scattershot system that’s been 
built with beautiful intentions and great 
ideas but isn’t coordinated the way it 
should be and doesn’t make the logical 
sense that it could.” 

Dodge rejects one-size-fits-all solu- 
tions to managing homelessness. And 
while it’s tempting to argue that more 
affordable housing is the answer, Dodge 
knows that’s just a start. Because “the 
urban poverty agenda isn’t on the Con- 


Mike Hendrickson 


Sam Dodge outside of City Hall. 


gressional radar,’ he says, cities have to 
cobble together their own funding and 
triage their own transitional, short- 
term, and long-term programs. Housing 
stock is crucial, but so are residential 
hotels, shelters, and mental health and 
substance abuse programs. 

The Navigation Center at 1950 Mis- 
sion Street — formerly school district 
property that laid fallow for years — 
has been one of the administration's 
most novel approaches to sheltering 
the homeless. Tenants can bring en- 
tire encampments into the facility, 
including spouses, domestic partners, 
pets, and personal belongings (most of 
which violates the rules at other shel- 
ters). Dodge says that 260 people have 
been through the Center so far, with 75 
percent eventually transitioning into 
permanent housing. 

Despite the encouraging stats, Dodge 
knows there’s still “tremendous work to 
be done. At the current scale, we could 
work for another 10 years in that loca- 
tion it feels like some days,” he says. 

The Mission’s pilot location is 
slated to continue through June, at 
which point Dodge hopes to cut the 
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ribbon on a new Navigation Center 

in another neighborhood. While he 
remains tight-lipped about which 
neighborhoods are on the table, he’s 
enthusiastic about the next Center po- 
tentially catering to homeless youth or 
people with mental health disabilities. 
As to where the city will find another 
hospitable 36,000-square-foot vacant 
space, Dodge says that “everyone can 
think of some place, some parking lot 
or something, that can maybe be used 
differently.” 

In the meantime, the logistics of a 
bigger, more implacable problem nag 
him. With El Nifio expected to ravage 
San Francisco with rain, wind, and 
plummeting temperatures this winter, 
the city is amping up shelter capacities 
to manage what Dodge deems an im- 
pending “moment of crisis.” He wants 
to make sure that the 1,000 to 1,300 
extra shelter spaces made temporarily 
available during the rainy season are 
accessible to those who need them, and 
that the city’s outreach teams remain 
connected to clients who may be dis- 
placed because of extreme weather or 
stricter security during the build-up to 
the Super Bowl. 

In other words, it’s just another 
obstacle in the around-the-clock job of 
being San Francisco’s homeless czar — 
a role Dodge describes as “a pressure 
cooker.” 

Still, “it’s much harder to be a front 
desk clerk at a residential hotel or at a 
drop-in center,’ Dodge says. He claims 
to welcome the barrage of criticism, 
anger, and frustration from both the 
homeless and housed that are his daily 
occupational hazards. 

“T want to make sure we're using the 
city’s resources and taxpayer resources 
as well as we can,” he says, looking past 
his office’s barred windows at a dingy 
December sky massing with stormc- 
louds. “We don’t have money to waste, 
our need is so overwhelming. But is it 
too much? Or too little? I mean, you tell 
me. Look out on the street. Are we doing 
too much for the homeless?” 


JLybarger@SFWeekly.com 
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UBER ON TRIAL 


As the ride-hail giant fights to keep its workforce classified as contractors, the sharing economy — and millions of 1099 workers — brace fora 


tumultuous year. 


By Adam Brinklow 


The sharing economy will go on 
trial in 2016, with tens of billions of dol- 
lars, hundreds of thousands of jobs, and 
maybe even the future of labor at stake. 
To quote an old adage, the only certainty 
is uncertainty. 

In one corner is Uber, the $62 
billion, San Francisco-based ride-hail 
app with a knack for provoking con- 
troversy — after all, this is the same 
company that spiked rates in New 
York during Hurricane Sandy and once 
considered hiring Pls to “dig up dirt” 
on troublesome journalists. 

In the other corner are California 
drivers and a small Boston legal firm 
alleging that Uber exploits drivers 
by classifying them as independent 
contractors while treating them like 
employees. Drivers complain that 
Uber forces them to pay their own gas, 
insurance, and maintenance costs, but 
terminates them at will and slashes 
rates without warning, all while taking 
a bite of their commissions (20-30 
percent, depending on the service). 

Uber counters that it’s a job creator 
that offers drivers with no special de- 
gree or training an opportunity to be 
their own bosses and earn as much as 
$90K a year in some markets. Unlike 
a typical nine to five, Uber’s flexibility 
and supposedly lucrative payouts are 
attractive to college students and 
working parents. Uber insists that all 
of this is possible because it’s a soft- 
ware company, not a taxi service. 

“But companies always try to claim 
they’re something else,” plaintiffs’ 
attorney Shannon Liss-Riordan tells 
SF Weekly. 

Liss-Riordan, a seasoned labor 
watchdog with the Boston firm Lichten 
& Liss-Riordan, has won similar cases 
against FedEx and a Massachusetts 
strip club called King Arthur‘s Lounge, 
getting delivery drivers and strippers 
(respectively) recognized as employees 
rather than contractors. But crystal 
ball-gazing about the outcome of such 
suits is hazy because the question of 
who is an employee is a sticky one in 
courts — and in many states’ own 
labor laws. 

“There is no set definition of the 
term ‘independent contractor,” ac- 
cording to the California Department 
of Industrial Relations website. Rath- 
er, the state refers to an 11-point test. 
Is the worker paid per hour or per job? 
Who supplies the necessary workspace 
and tools? And, most importantly, 
how directly does the company control 
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what workers do? 

No single factor decides every- 
thing, and there's rarely a perfect 
example that hits all 11 marks. At 
some point, it boils down to a jury’s 
judgment call. 

“There are muddy waters to march 
through,” says John Fallone, a startup 
attorney and executive director of 
Silicon Valley’s libertarian-minded 
Lincoln Initiative. “Uber doesn’t dic- 
tate hours or schedules, which seems 
a point in their favor. On the other 
hand, a lot of Silicon Valley companies 
don’t put employees on a schedule. It 
can be very hard to pinpoint. You have 
to give it to the jury.” 

Which is just what Judge Edward 
Chen has ordered. Liss-Riordan hoped 
that Chen would decide the case him- 
self, but the judge, who disagreed with 
Liss-Riordan that the suit is about le- 
gal hairsplitting rather than facts, de- 
cided a bench trial wasn’t appropriate. 

Nonetheless, Liss-Riordan thinks 
a jury will find her workaday driver 
plaintiffs more sympathetic than 
Uber, whose bellicose CEO Travis 
Kalanick, frequent PR gaffes, and 
unregulated operations have spurred 
protests in Seattle, London, and other 
cities worldwide. 

Uber declined to comment for this 
story, except to say via a spokesperson 
that “90 percent of drivers love being 
their own boss” and that employee 
classification would spoil the freedom 
those drivers prize. “They would have 
set shifts and be unable to use other 
ride-sharing apps,’ Uber’s spokesper- 
son added. 

That’s something of a half-truth. No 
law says that an employee must have 
set hours or can’t work a second job 
(even at a competing company). But 
Uber would likely impose those rules if 
their currently low-overhead workforce 
becomes a huge payroll expense. 

No matter what the court decides, 
drivers’ jobs will almost certainly 
change. The plaintiff class includes 
about 150,000 of Uber’s estimated 
160,000 California drivers. (Drivers who 
registered as part of a company rather 
than as individuals are barred from the 
suit for arcane legal reasons.) 

A ruling in Uber’s favor would rein- 
force the idea that the company’s driv- 
ers, as well as workers at other sharing 
economy behemoths, aren't entitled 
to the same protections as traditional 
workers. An Uber loss could redefine 
drivers’ livelihoods by relieving them 
of overhead costs while also turning 
their freewheeling gig into something 





more like a regular job. 

Some drivers, such as 66-year-old 
Whit Fletcher of Redwood City, Calif., 
prefer the devil they know. 

“T think of it like joining a pirate 
crew, Fletcher says. “You join up, 
and if the captain decides to cut your 
throat and throw you over, you knew 
the risks.” 

Fletcher says he’s doing just fine 
for himself and has little sympathy for 
those who “thought the streets would 
be paved with gold.” 

By contrast, Jeremy Ferrick, a 
Sonoma, Calif., musician who’s been 
Ubering in San Francisco for about a 
year — many drivers commute to San 
Francisco to take advantage of the 


city’s high demand, higher rates, and 
relatively small street grid — thinks 
Uber would benefit by playing nice. 

“Uber has to think about what kind 
of legacy it wants to leave,” he says. 
“Do they want to be remembered as a 
company that treats people well?” 

The long view is certainly worth 
considering. If the plaintiffs win, 
they'd likely trigger a domino effect 
of lawsuits in other jurisdictions and 
against similar companies. The entire 
sharing economy would have to adapt 
to old-fashioned labor rights. At the 
very least, this would blow a hole in 
the image of startups as outré pio- 
neers creating new laissez-faire econ- 
omies. For smaller companies with 
shaky financials, the cost might be too 
much to bear. 

If Uber wins, however, it could 
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Uber driver Karim Amrani might 
be an employee eventually — but 
eventually, Uber might not need 
him at all. 


signal to even non-tech companies 
that the 1099 contractor is the fu- 
ture, and the sharing economy model 
could expand and “Uberify” America’s 
workforce. What were once jobs could 
become gigs instead, with greater flex- 
ibility but little in the way of security 
or benefits. 

Even a less momentous ruling could 
pave the way for future litigation. 

“Tt all depends on the wording of 
the decision,” says technology lawyer 
Andre Gharakanian. (Gharakanian was 
Uber’s very first lawyer but says he no 
longer represents the company.) “This 
could turn out to be a wild card, a big 
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Uber CEO Travis Kalanick. 


decision that sets a major precedent, 
or it could just be the case that opens 
the door.” 

In that event, Uber would be mired 
in lawsuits and appeals for years, or 
be hampered with regulations as law- 
makers try to end-run around an un- 
popular verdict with new laws, similar 
to efforts now brewing in Seattle and 
California to unionize contract drivers. 

Oddly enough, a loss might be lib- 
erating for Uber. Gharakanian points 
out that Shyp, a sharing economy 
parcel delivery company based in San 
Francisco and valued at more than 
$250 million, classified their hundreds 
of couriers as employees earlier this 
year, not out of benevolence but be- 
cause it wanted to control operations 
openly and directly. 

Ultimately, all this legal wrangling 
might not keep pace with technology. 
Uber may not need drivers at all. In 
September, Kalanick told a conference 
in San Francisco that self-driving cars 
were in Uber’s future. In fact, the 
company has already partnered with 
engineers at Carnegie Mellon Univer- 
sity to open a self-driving car lab in 
Pittsburgh. 

“We don’t want to be like the taxi 
industry who came before us — we 
embrace the future,” Kalanick re- 
portedly told conference attendees. 
Whether the future will return that 
embrace remains to be seen. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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CAN GREG SUH 





- OR HIMSELF? 


Dirty cops. Racist text messages. Allegations of biased policing - and then a Ferguson moment. 2015 was bad for the SFPD — and now there's 
talk that Chief Greg Suhr may retire before he can fix it. 


By Chris Roberts 


The Bayview rescued Greg 
Suhr. Now, it may be the Bayview that 
sinks him. 

Demoted from command staff to 
captain and exiled to the San Francisco 
Police Department’s version of Siberia 
for failing to properly report a domes- 
tic violence incident, Suhr — a career 
cop who joined the force after graduat- 
ing from St. Ignatius High School and 
the University of San Francisco — was 
given a second chance in 2009 by 
then-police Chief George Gascon: com- 
mand of Bayview police station, one of 
the department’s busiest. 

Two years later, Mayor Ed Lee 
named a redeemed Suhr to succeed 
Gascon as chief. But 2015, Suhr’s 
fourth full year on the job, was easily 
his most difficult — and one of the 
most challenging for the SFPD in re- 
cent memory. 

Dirty cops found guilty on federal 
corruption charges were discovered to 
have swapped racist and bigoted text 
messages with other cops still on the 
force. A joint DEA-SFPD task force 
in the Tenderloin was found to have 
arrested only black people, fueling 
longstanding suspicions of racial bias 
within the police department. 

And then in December, Mario 
Woods, a 26-year-old black man in the 
Bayview, died after being shot at least 
20 times by five police officers — an 
encounter captured on video and post- 
ed to social media. 

Suhr was quick to defend his offi- 
cers, saying that Woods, armed with 
a knife, had approached police with 
his arms raised. That account was re- 
futed within 10 days by further video 
evidence that appears to show that 
Woods’s arm was down when the first 
bullet was fired. 

Woods’s death, and Suhr’s quick 
defense of his officers — without 
waiting for the results of multiple in- 
vestigations into the incident — have 
sparked calls for Suhr to resign or be 
fired. It has also raised questions, as 
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attorneys for Woods’s family filed a 
federal lawsuit against the city and the 
police department, of whether trust 
with communities of color can ever be 
restored. 

Board of Supervisors President 
London Breed grew up in public 
housing in the Western Addition, and 
remembers stories of police planting 
drugs on people and witnessed police 
beatings, leading to a culture where 
poor people and people of color were 
afraid to engage with the police, on 
any level. 

“We worked very hard to develop a 
relationship and to try and change the 
culture of the department,” she says. 
“And now look at what’s happening.” 

Breed is deeply unsatisfied with 
Suhr’s handling of the Woods shoot- 
ing. “He cannot be immediately pro- 
tecting his members because not all 
of his members are doing the right 
thing,” she says. “I think we can do bet- 
ter. We have to do better.” 

Nine people were shot and killed by 
police in San Francisco in 2015, making 
the city one of the country’s 10 worst 
cities for police killings, according 
to national reform groups. A lawsuit 
alleges that one of the dead, 20-year- 
old Guatemalan immigrant Amilcar 
Perez-Lopez, was shot in the back, con- 
trary to police reports that stated he 
lunged forward at officers. (Meanwhile, 
property crime, including auto theft 
and auto break-ins, has soared.) 

The outrage over Woods’ death is 
not contained to black people or to 
some anarchist or militant fringe. The 
city’s Labor Council — a coalition of 
public employees and trades workers, 
which still carries significant political 
weight in San Francisco — recently 
called for the federal and state Justice 
Departments to conduct an investi- 
gation into Woods’ death, and for the 
officers involved to be prosecuted “to 
the fullest extent of the law, up to and 
including charging them with murder.” 
(That prompted a blistering reply from 
the city’s police union, which dubbed 
the council “idiotic, divisive, and un- 


professional” and threatened to sever 
all ties.) 

This latest fiasco also came at a 
time when change had finally begun to 
creep into the notoriously old-school 
Police Department (which did not have 
email for all officers until 2011). 

In 2016, officers in contact with the 
public will at long last be equipped with 
body cameras, the biggest change in 
police equipment in San Francisco since 
police swapped out their six-shooter 
revolvers for modern pistols. 

But at the same time, though cops 
must now report to superiors when- 
ever they aim a gun at someone, the 
SFPD’s use-of-force policies have not 
been seriously reconsidered in decades. 

“There have been no changes to po- 
lice procedure since 1995,” said Super- 
visor Malia Cohen, who represents the 
Bayview (and who is black). “We are 
more than overdue in taking a serious 
look at re-evaluating the police.” 

Woods’ death has rekindled de- 
mands from the Police Officers Associ- 
ation, the city’s reactionary but politi- 
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Police Chief Greg Suhr is happy to 
leave 2015 behind him. Is he also 
preparing to leave the force? 


cally influential police union, that cops 
be issued Tasers; Mayor Ed Lee has 
suggested they also be given shields. 

That is insufficient for politicians 
and people of color, who are calling for 
a widespread culture change as well as 
a revision of how police engage with 
the public and use force. 

Whether or not Suhr will be around 
to see them revised is uncertain: There 
is growing talk at City Hall and at the 
Hall of Justice that Suhr, who has been 
a police officer for almost 35 years, is 
seriously considering retirement in 
2016. 

In interviews, police officers close 
to headquarters and members of the 
Police Commission believe Suhr will 
stick it out; other past and current 
officers believe that Suhr has more 
incentive than ever to call it a career — 
and may do so sometime after August, 
the first anniversary of his marriage 
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to longtime partner Wendy Kleinman 
(after she becomes eligible for some of 
the benefits earned over his career). 

“He is just not the kind of person to 
step away at a moment like this,” says 
Suzy Loftus, the president of the city’s 
Police Commission. “I would expect 
him to stay until the department is in 
a better place.” 

“The police department can’t do its 
job if there’s broken trust,” Loftus add- 
ed. “We don’t have a choice. We have to 
heal. We have to build it back.” 

Suhr was not available for comment 
for this article. (The chief did agree to 
an interview on Dec. 31, two days after 
press deadline.) 

As the furor over Woods’s death 
continues — protests at the Hall of 
Justice on Dec. 17 were followed by 
actions at City Hall on Dec. 24 and 
at police headquarters on Dec. 29 — 
there does appear to be momentum for 
further change to come to the SFPD. 

The Police Executive Research Fo- 
rum, a nationwide think tank on police 
tactics, is comparing the SFPD’s tactics 
to 150 other departments across the 
country. Revisions to department 
general orders on the use of force will 
come in 2016, Loftus said. 

And Suhr has made serious moves 
to clean out problem cops. Last spring, 
he called for the eight officers involved 
in the text messaging scandal to be 
fired. (A judge ruled Dec. 21 that the 
department, which first learned of the 
texts in 2012, waited too long to take 
action; Suhr has vowed to appeal.) 

If, a year from now, police in San 
Francisco wear cameras and engage 
with the public differently, some will 
see the changes as genuine progress. 
But there are still doubts as to wheth- 
er Suhr — or any one person — can 
rehabilitate a problem that some say 
is ingrained in generations of police 
culture. 

“What the hell difference will a new 
chief make,” one politico asked, “when 
the whole culture is fucked up?” 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Stay Connected To the City through SF311 
and Stay Connected To the City through SF311 


The SF311 Customer Service Center is the single stop for residents to get information on government services and 
report problems to the City and County of San Francisco. And now, we have even more ways for you to stay connected 
SUDDEN CHANGES to the City with our SF311 App and SF311 Explorer website. 


The SF311 App lets you get information on City services and submit service requests on-the-go right from your 
SATURDAY smartphone. You can track your service requests through the app or through our new website, SF311 Explorer. 


SF311 Explorer not only lets you check the status of your own requests, it enables you to see what issues are being 
Ja nuary 7 & 4 0 7 & reported throughout all of San Francisco and what the City is doing to resolve them. 


Download the SF311 App from your smartphone’s app store and visit the SF311 Explorer at explore311.sfgov.org today! 
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Notice is hereby given of 7 vacancies on the AAB. Applicants must have at least 5 years of experience as one of 
the following: Certified Public Accountant or Public Accountant; licensed Real Estate Broker; Property Appraiser 
accredited by a nationally recognized organization, or Property Appraiser certified by the California Office of Real 
Estate Appraisers. For additional information or to obtain an application, please call (415) 554-6778. 
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Eating well during pregnancy is important. The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Nutrition Program can help. WIC serves 
pregnant women, new mothers, infants and young children under five years old who meet 185% or below of the federal 
poverty income level. WIC benefits include nutrition and breastfeeding education and support, checks to buy-healthy foods 
(such as fresh fruits and vegetables) and referrals to low cost or free health care and other community services. 

‘ Enrolling in WIC early in your pregnancy will give your baby a healthy start. Also, WIC staff can show you how you and 
~ your family can eat healthier meals and snacks. Migrants are welcome to apply as well. 
im San Francisco WIC has six offices throughout the City. For more information, call (415) 575-5788. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
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Thu-Sat 12/31-1/2 | Community 


THE NICE MAN COMETH 


The idea of a man arriving on a train and 
dispensing free hugs to people who greet 
him may sound like something left over 
from the kinder, kookier 1960s. But Arie 
Moyal, creator of HugTrain, definitely 
seems sincere about spreading the uplift, 
and the spirit of his project indeed runs 
irresistibly counter to the general tone of 
the world. The Montreal-based Moyal 
started HugTrain seven years ago with 
the aim of uniting people and increasing 
mental-health awareness through social 
media. With his tour, he hopes to 
brighten outlooks and inspire further 
acts of kindness through the bestowing 
of live hugs. Moyal gives out the hugs at 
the pit stops he makes, and San Fran- 
cisco (following a5 p.m. stop in San Jose) 
is on his North America itinerary. Moyal 
will be making a New Year’s Eve non- 
train appearance at the Golden Gate 
Bridge, where festivities will include 
hugs and midnight fireworks. He is 
scheduled to be in town through Satur- 
day. Moyal says we can also expect photo 
ops, laughter, camaraderie, and, maybe, 
singing and dancing. 

Arie Moyal’s HugTrain tour arrives 
at 11:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, at the 
Golden Gate Bridge, Battery Cranston 
Road, and remains in San Francisco 
through Saturday, Jan. 2. Free; hug- 
train.org. Anita Katz 


Fri1/1| Sport Event 


HANGOVER HELPER? 


In the Netherlands, at least 30,000 peo- 
ple — many wearing skimpy swimsuits, 
wooly caps, and winter mittens — will 
plunge into the frigid North Sea for the 
annual New Year’s Day Dive. Surprisingly, 
this Niewwjaarsduik is a relatively young 
tradition, having started with one swim 
club in 1960. Here in the States, such lu- 
nacy stretches back more than 100 years 
— since 1916 in Milwaukee and as early 
as 1906 in Boston. San Francisco's own 
Dolphin Club, established in 1877, has an 
entire Polar Bear season, during which 
swimmers may earn their title by logging 
miles in water 55 degrees or colder (Mil- 
waukee’s average is 37.4 in January, so 
quit your moaning.) The Golden Gate Tri- 
athlon Club recently launched its an- 
nual New Year's Day Polar Bear 
Swim because they, too, understand the 
pleasure of greeting a new year witha 
modicum of absurdity. Warning: Sugges- 
tions that the surge of adrenaline trig- 
gered by cold water slamming into your 
torso is a natural hangover cure are 
grossly exaggerated but, after your 
one-minute dip, you may follow your fel- 
low celebrants to The Pub at Ghirardelli 
Square for the hair of the dog. 
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Polar Bear Swim starts at 11 a.m. at 
Aquatic Park 499 Jefferson St., S.F. 
Free with online registration; 415-447- 
5000 or ggtc.org. Silke Tudor 


Fri1/1| Film 


THE BIG SHORTS 


Short films can make for immensely sat- 
isfying viewing and are sometimes the 
debut efforts of gifted future directorial 
stars. But unless they screen as part of an 
Oscar-nominee package, these mini mar- 
vels rarely reach even the most avid art 
house-goers. Helping to correct that situ- 
ation is the Sundance Film Festival 
Short Film Tour, which arrives in San 
Francisco this week. The 83-minute pro- 
gram consists of six recent shorts hon- 
ored with awards at Sundance — a major 
showcase for short films and emerging 
talent. A tour highlight is World of Tomor- 
row (best-of-fest honor), Don Hertz- 
feldt’s critically loved animated 
adventure in which a young girl is trans- 
ported into the distant future. Oh 

Lucy!, Atsuko Hirayanagi’s Tokyo-set 
dramatic short about a 55-year-old so- 
called office lady who experiences new 
desires when outfitted with a blond wig 
and a new identity, received the interna- 
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tional-fiction prize. The Face of Ukraine: 
Casting Oksana Baiu (nonfiction, Russia 
and Ukraine), SMILF (fiction, 

USA), Storm Hits Jacket (animation, 
France), and Object (poetic fiction, Po- 
land) complete the bill. 

The Sundance Film Festival Short 
Film Tour runs Friday through Thurs- 
day, Jan. 1-7, at the Roxie Theater, 
3117 16th St., S.E $8-$12; roxie.com. 
Anita Katz 


Mon 1/4.| Bar Game 


DONKEY KONG VS. 
JIGGLYPUFF 


For those outside the melee of game- 
play, Super Smash Bros. is a fighting game 
published by Nintendo that stars a mish- 
mash of heroes. So imagine Mario beat- 
ing down Pikachu, or Pac Man gobbling 
up Sonic the Hedgehog. Now, imagine it 
as a live drinking game. That is the awe- 
some concept behind the Super 
Trashed Bros. Tourney, which is 
streamed via Twitch from a local bar that 
happens to be named for a Nintendo 
character. (It is also home to a group of 
video game consoles, and an all-import- 
ant alcohol-roulette “Wheel of Misfor- 


: 
ah 


Star Trek3 wan w 


a Ye 


Live! 
p.24 ™ 
Ales 


*, 'ta #-¢@ 
=~ 


* j A 
‘ 


iy 


A 


tune.”) One dedicated Trashed Bros. 
competitor recently showed up dressed 
as the Street Fighter character Zangief, 
wearing nothing but red Zangief briefs. 
He won the final tourney of 2015 and his 
first-place spin of the Wheel landed on 
“Bear Fight” — that’s a Jager Bomb and 
Jameson/Stout Bomb. Shudder. Around 
here, they don’t say, “One part nerd, one 
part slurred,” for nothing. Note: Gamers 
who don’t drink may have a designated 
drinker assigned to them, and the gam- 
ing-impaired may still win a good-sport 
amiibo for best cheer, heckle, outfit, or 
random acts of kindness. 

Super Trashed Bros. starts at 7:30 
p.m. at Soda Popinski’s, 1548 Califor- 
nia St., S.E Free; 415-857-1548 or so- 
dapopsinskisf.com. Silke Tudor 


Mon-Thu 1/4-7 | Film 


KAUFMANESQUE 
JOURNEYS 


Known for his brilliantly bonkers 
scripts about identity crises and the 
search for meaning, Charlie Kaufman 
writes some of movie-dom’s most dis- 
tinctive screenplays. When he collabo- 
rates with directors who have 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT&DRINK MUSIC 


JG 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 31-JANUARY 6, 2015 


SFWEEKLY.COM/CALENDAR 


> 
5 eal) 
‘ | 
| 
~ 


\ sian Art 
\Museum's- 
~»;—Japanese: 
Bell.Ringing 
Ceremony. 
| 2Yp:200 


a 








compatibly loopy lobes, like Spike Jonze 
(Being John Malkovich) or Michel Gon- 
dry (Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind), the results can be off-kilter mar- 
vels. Kaufman directs, too, and with his 
new animated dramedy, Anomalisa (co- 
directed with Duke Johnson), set to 
open Jan. 8, Landmark Theatres will 
host a four-day Charlie Kaufman 
retrospective as a warm-up. Being 
John Malkovich, in which a down-on- 
his-luck puppeteer gains access to the 
brain of Malkovich (the actor plays him- 
self), leads off the lineup. Next up is Ad- 
aptation, the Jonze-directed wild ride 
starring Nicolas Cage as mismatched 
screenwriting twins Charlie and Donald 
Kaufman (fictional Donald received a 
screenwriter credit on the real 

film). Eternal Sunshine, about a post- 
breakup memory-erasure process, and 
the Kaufman-helmed Synecdoche, New 
York, in which fiction blurs with reality 
for a theater director struggling to cre- 
ate a masterwork, follow. 

The Charlie Kaufman retrospective 
is set for 1 p.m. Monday through Thurs- 
day, Jan. 4-7, at the Embarcadero Cen- 
ter Cinema, Embarcadero Center 1, Clay 
and Battery streets, S.F. $10.50; 415- 
352-0835 or landmarktheatres.com. 
Anita Katz 


SFWEEKLY.COM 
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Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
Calendar@SFWeekly.com, fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. All phone numbers are area code 415 
unless otherwise noted. Our complete listings of 
local events - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. “Holding Pattern’: Kelly Tun- 
stall and Ferris Plock: A collection of all new 
work by Ferris Plock and Kelly Tunstall that 
details lives spent in the air, or more sym- 
bolically, in transition between two spaces. 
The collection includes several large-scale 
collaborations, pairing Plock’s obsession for 
detail with Tunstall’s more ethereal style, 
though both ever graphic, in contrast with 
fields of metallic, rich color, or wood grain. 
The exhibition will also include new video 
work and sculptural components. Through 
Dec. 31. Free. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 974- 
1719, 11iminnagallery.com. 

Arte Verissima. “La Famiglia": Celebrating 
the community of visual artists whose past, 
present, and future involvement makes the 
gallery's rigorous programming of exhibitions 
possible. ‘‘La Famiglia,’ features a curated 
selection of works by twelve celebrated local 
artists: Andrew Ameral, Douglas Andelin, 
Halsted Craig Hannah, Robert Hunt, Jamie 
Morgan, Lawrence Noble, Kazuhiko Sano, 
Robert Steele, Lauren Szabo, Carol Tarzier, 
Bruce Wolfe, and Dennis Ziemienski. Through 
Jan. 10, 2016. free. arteverissima.com/la-fa- 
miglia-group-exhibition/. 4432 Piedmont, 
Oakland, 818-730-3677, arteverissima.com. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Robert Hudson: Robert 
Hudson, a steel-welding trailblazer in the 
West Coast assemblage movement for more 
than 50 years, presents new drawings and 
sculptures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 2. Free. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 
788-1050, briangrossfineart.com. 

Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 
(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works 
by Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by 
vernacular 19th-century memorials and the 
influence of industrialized printmaking on 
images of memory and domesticity. Prints, 
paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery 
with monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. 
www.care-gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 
510-849-8935, care-gtu.org. 

Chandran Gallery. Major Work: An exhibit of 
large-scale works by 14 significant con- 
temporary artists including Aaron Noble, 
Dalek, Tim Biskup, Revok, and Eric White. 
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First Tuesday-Saturday of every month, 
12-6 p.m. Continues through Jan. 15. free. 
459 Geary, San Francisco, 312-4120, chan- 
drangallery.com. 

City Hall. Jeremy Fish: 0 Glorious City: Jeremy 
Fish was named San Francisco City Hall's 
first artist-in-residence. The San Francisco 
Arts Commission has given Fish a mandate 
to create 100 art pieces to be on display at 
City Hall. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
12. Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett, San Francisco, 554-5184, sfgov.org. 

David Brower Center. Edward Burtynsky: ‘“Wa- 
ter’: The exhibit features Burtynsky’s latest: 
Water, which took him to the Deepwater Hori- 
zon spill, Rajasthan, Salton Sea, Netherlands, 
and the Yellow River Dam in China. The exhibit 
opens with a talk by Burtynsky. Saturdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 4. Free. 510-809- 
0900. browercenter.org. 2150 Allston Way, 
Berkeley, 510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Celestial Nights: Pho- 
tographs by Neil Folberg: The Dryansky 
Gallery marks its one year anniversary with 
the powerful exhibition, Celestial Nights, a 
spectacular series of black and white pho- 
tographs by Jerusalem-based photographer, 
Neil Folberg. Wednesdays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 12:30-5 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 17. Free. 932-9302. 
www.thedryansky.com/neil-folberg-exhibi- 
tion. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, 
Emily Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 2277 Mission, San Francisco, 
500-2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show 
featuring Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, 
Smithe, and Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Sam Flores: ‘Daydreams and Nightmares”: 
A solo exhibition presented by Upper Play- 
ground. Wednesdays-Sundays, 12-6 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 31. free. 252 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. “A Studio in Iceland”: 
A group exhibition featuring works by John 
Buck, Hunter Buck, Deborah Butterfield, 
Pordis A. Siguroardottir, Emma Ulen-Klees, 
Nina Zurier, and John Zurier. Through Jan. 
16, 2016. 14 Geary, San Francisco, 433-2710, 
gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. ‘No One and No Where”: 
Aseries of new graphite drawings by Ed Lof- 
tus. Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Tuesdays-Fri- 
days, 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 23. free. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 296- 
9661, gregorylindgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. “Vernacular Vixens’: Found 
images of women from the Robert E. Jackson 
Collection. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 6. free. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, San 
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Francisco, 781-1122, roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Main Library. ‘| Am San Fran- 
cisco: (Re)Collecting the Home of Native 
Black San Franciscans”’: An exhibit concerned 
with the city's steady decline of African 
American residents, asks visual artists to 
interpret the real stories of locals. (Silke 
Tudor) Through March 10, 2016. free. 100 
Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

SF Camerawork. Meghann Riepenhoff: 
Meghann Riepenhoff, an artist who uses 
cyanotype — one of the oldest photographic 
processes — celebrates her latest body of 
work with Littoral Drift, named for the wind- 
driven etchings that waves leave on sand. 
(Silke Tudor) Through Feb. 3, 2016, 6 p.m. 
free. 1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, San Francisco, 
487-1011, sfcamerawork.org. 

Vorres Gallery. Catherine Woskow: “Figura- 
tively Speaking”: Artist reception Nov. 14. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
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through Dec. 31. Free. 423-4345. vorresgal- 
lery.com. 3681 Sacramento, San Francisco, 
423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. ‘12 Parsecs” (The Star 
Wars Show): A group exhibition inspired by 
the film that changed it all. Through Jan. 6, 
2016, 7 p.m. free. 886 Geary, San Francisco, 
931-1500, whitewallssf.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Barnaby's Babes: A True Variety Revue: 
Presented by Bobby Barnaby of SF Boylesque. 
First Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., $15-$25. 
Oasis, 298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The 
Richmond gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux 
and company. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, 
redhotsburlesque.com. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 387-6343, 
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neckofthewoodssf.com. 

First Friday Follies: With Belles du Jour & 
burlesque guests. First Friday of ev- 
ery month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
groups/97138677663. Stork Club, 2330 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

Mischief: Weekly burlesque and variety show 
featuring Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. 
Fridays, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San 
Francisco's gain as the closure of the Uptown 
Nightclub means Hubba Hubba Revue's 
weekly burlesque show moves to SOMA on 
Monday nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-$12, 
hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Iith St., 
San Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these 
weekly shimmy showcases since 2008. >> 


Don’t lose your 
benefits—renew 
every year! 
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Fridays, 7 p.m.; Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5-$10, 
redhotsburlesque.com. BeatBox, 314 Tith St., 
San Francisco, 500-2675, beatboxsf.com. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: 
Because when it comes to doing laundry, 
laughter makes your clothes’ whites whiter 
and colors brighter. That's just science, duh. 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., free. Brainwash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Casual Sets! Live Comedy!: Hosted by Levi 
Jacobs. First Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/casualsetsoak. 
The Golden Bull, 412 14th St., Oakland, 510- 
893-0803. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and 
audiences) a chance to unburden their minds 
at this regular night of stand-up. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Chinese Ballroom: Long form and short form 
comedy improv. First Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $12-$15, chineseballroom- 
improv.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at 
it). Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round 
comedy tournament featuring eight co- 
medians all competing to be chosen as the 
champion. Unlike any other comedy show 
in the Bay Area, we give the power to the 
audience to choose who they want to see 
continue. Comedians literally live and die 
by the fans. Hosted weekly by comedian Will 
Cole. Wednesdays, 8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, 
https://www.facebook.com/sfcomedyma- 
chine. The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 530 Jackson 
St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 
861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has 
presided over this long-running local show- 
case since 2005. First Friday of every month, 
9 p.m. II Pirata, 2007 16th St., San Francisco, 
626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. 
Fridays, 8 p.m. Balancoire, 2565 Mission, 
San Francisco, 920-0577, balancoiresf.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin 
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OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Music 


Pork Soda New Year, the first time 
Primus has performed live their plati- 
num-selling album in its entirety, starts 
at 9:30 p.m. at Fox Theater, 1807 Tele- 
graph Ave., Oakland. $49.50-$65; 510- 
302-2250 or thefoxoakland.com. 


O'Shea. Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 
Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 

The Dirty Show: Stand-up gents Zack Chapaloni 
and Joe Gorman woo you to their comedic 
monthly rencontre in the only San Francisco 
bar that resembles a tricked-out ‘70s sex van. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. 
Kozy Kar, 1548 Polk, San Francisco, 346-5699, 
kozykar.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to 
the North Beach space formerly occupied by 
landmark nightclub The Purple Onion — and 
this weekly open mic means that you, too, 
can share the same stage where Lenny Bruce 
once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Doug Loves Movies: A live podcast. Thu., 
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Courtesy of Asian Art Museum 


Exhibitionism 


Baloney: Masquerade, a clever male- 
on-male striptease show featuring psy- 
chosexual scenarios with caped 
crusaders, masked wrestling, and a truly 
decadent masquerade ball, starts at 7:30 
p.m. at Oasis, 298 11th St., S.E $30-50; 
415-795-3180 or sfoasis.com. 


Dec. 31, 4 p.m., $20. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry 
musical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
9 p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. 
Johnny Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

The Fighter and The Kid Live with Brendan 
Schaub & Bryan Callen: Wed., Jan. 6, 8 p.m., 
$27. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San 
Francisco, 928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Greg Proops NYE Stand Up Show: w/ Mickey 
Joseph, hosted by Dhaya Lakshminarayanan. 
Two drink minimum. Thu., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10 
p.m.; Sat., Jan. 2, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $55. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn 
Vigh. Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 
Castro, San Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf. 


THURSDAY 


New Year 


TOLLING PLACE 


12/31 


Marking its 30th year as a local holiday celebration, the ASian Art Museum's 
Japanese Bell Ringing Ceremony offers a chance to literally ring in the new 
year — and, in so doing, according to Buddhist belief, rid oneself of the bad stuff. 
The event features a 2,100-pound, 16th-century Japanese temple bell, which mu- 
seum attendees strike 108 times. According to tradition, this will usher in the new 
year and keep in check the 108 mortal desires that plague humankind. Attended 
by Rev. Gengo Akiba and Japanese community leader Yoshie Akiba, the ceremony 
will include a purification ritual and a chanting of the Buddhist Heart Sutra. 
During the bell-ringing session, participants will take turns striking the bell and, 
in tune with custom, can leave behind lousy experiences, personal mistakes, and 
rotten luck from the outgoing year. (In terms of self-improvement, this ritual 
couldn't fare worse than those resolutions nobody keeps.) The festivities will also 


include art activities. 


The public can take part in the 30th annual Japanese Bell Ringing Ceremo- 
ny from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 31, at the Asian Art Museum, 200 
Larkin St., S.E Free with museum admission ($10-$15); 415-581-3500 or asi- 


anart.org. Anita Katz 





3. Kids’ Event 


Around the World Balloon Drop, an 
age-apportioned celebration of the 
stroke of midnight in other time zones, 
starts at 11 a.m., 1 and 4 p.m. at Chabot 
Space & Science Center, 10000 Skyline 
Blvd., Oakland. $5 with reservation; 
(510) 336-7373 or chabotspace.org. 


com. 

H#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy 
presented by True Hustle Entertainment. 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., truehustleentertain- 
ment.com. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, brain- 
wash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica 
Sele, with all genders welcome (but misog- 
yny most definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. 
Oasis, 298 Tith St., San Francisco, 985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Jamie Kennedy: Sat., Jan. 2, 7:30 & 9:45 p.m.; 
Sun., Jan. 3, 7:30 p.m., $25. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

“Joking, Not Slurred’’: A free comedy show- 
case Every other Monday, 5 p.m.-midnight, 
Free, 650-787-2432, https://www.facebook. 
com/events/1640699289539010/. Oddjob, 
1337 Mission, San Francisco, oddjobsf.com. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 7 
p.m., free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San Fran- 
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4. Music 


Con Brio, an all-ages, funk-tastic con- 
cert driven by the warm peal of a Ham- 
mond organ and the sultry stylings of 
frontman Ziek McCarter, starts with 
Planet Booty at 9 p.m. at Chapel, 777 Va- 
lencia St., S.F. $45-$50; 415-551-5157; 
thechapelsf.com. 


cisco, 555-1337, oddjobsf.com. 

Justin Harrison: Tue., Jan. 5, 8 p.m., $15. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 
928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by 
Griffin Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffinda- 
ley.com. Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 
392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest 
“brings together some of the most pessimis- 
tic, neurotic, and dysfunctional individuals on 
the face of the planet: stand-up comedians.” 
First Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free, 
miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, 
Jessica Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van 
Grol. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpo- 
sitionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 
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Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by 
Michael Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742- 
1222, thebasementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly 
comedy podcast with host Pam Benjamin 
and a live audience. Fridays, 8 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. 
Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Paula Poundstone: Thu., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $47.50- 
$60. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San 
Francisco, 567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 
ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & 
Bar, 530 Jackson, San Francisco, 955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by 
Medicine Bug and comedy by Affirmative 
Action Heroes, plus guests. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., $5-$20, facebook.com/medicinebug. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387- 
6455, milksf.com. 

The Roughhouse: Sketch comedy made the 
San Jose way. First Saturday of every month, 
10:30 p.m., $17.50-$35, roughhousecomedy. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Royale with Cheese: Hosted by Nick Palm. 
First Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/ComedyRoyale. The 
Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 441-4099, 
theroyalesf.com. 

Safe Words: Stand-up comedy at a gay leather 
bar with (not gay or leathery) host Kollin 
Holtz. First Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. S.F. Eagle, 398 12th St., San 
Francisco, 626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground impro- 
visational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
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FRIDAY 


Hike 


CHASED BY THE TRAIL 
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It is said that Jack London, renowned writer, adventurer, activist, and Oakland native wasted not a single day trying to pro- 
long his life. Indeed, he died of a morphine overdose (provoked by uremia) at the ripe age of 40. Young, yes, but London left 
an indelible mark, leading a life as rich and wild as the stories he wrote, from the goldfields of the Klondike to prison cells in 
the Russo-Japanese War. Discover Your Call of the Wild — an eight-mile hike that winds across lands encompassed by 
the 1000-acre mountaintop ranch where London passed — is the first, and most potent, event in a year-long centennial 
marking the occasion. Future events throughout the Bay Area include a historic photo exhibition; lectures at the Oakland Li- 
brary where London received instruction; a “Great Read” of White Fang; and the premier of Jack London: 20th Century Man, a 
feature-length documentary produced for PBS by Oakland-based filmmakers Chris and Holly Million. This trek is also part of 
a 50-state collaboration of First Day Hikes, and includes views of Wolf House, the ruins of London’s 26-room mansion. 

Discover Your Call of the Wild leaves at 10 a.m. from Beauty Ranch parking lot in Jack London State Historic Park, 
2400 London Ranch Rd, Glen Ellen. $10; 707-938-5216 or jacklondonpark.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
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Shundo David Haye 


Contemplative Event 


Zen Buddhist New Year's Proces- 
sion, a ritual walk through the temple 
to visit altars before a rooftop toast, 
starts at 8a.m.at 300 Page St., S.F Free; 
415-863-3136 or sfzc.org. 


punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Creek: Summer-camp-style hijinks with 
Jesse Fernandez, DJ Real, Mary Van Note, 
and guests. First Wednesday of every month, 
8 p.m. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
San Francisco, 643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines 
followed by bonus interview segments. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 


$7Q DENTAL 
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Egyptian 
Lover 


Party 


16th Annual Breakfast of Cham- 
pions, a 12-hour outdoor dance party 
featuring Gavin Hardkiss, Egyptian 
Lover, and DJs from Space Cowboys, 
Brass Tax, Seismic, DISTRIKT, Dax, 
MOM, Airpusher Collective, and Royal 
Soul Records, starts at 6 a.m. at the Mid- 
way, 900 Marin St., S.E. $25-$30; space- 
cowboys.org. 


SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 2330 Tele- 
graph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, storkcluboak- 
land.com. 

Talkies: A comedy/multimedia monthly event 
produced by George Chen, Anna Seregina, 
Jesse Elias, Clare O'Kane, and Land Smith-Ab- 
binante. First Friday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$10, talkiesshow.tumbir.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tues- 
days, 6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy. 
tumblir.com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
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Silly Fun 


4th Annual Polar Bear Skate, a 
daft tradition that compels skaters to 
don their sunglasses and bathing suits, 
includes prizes for best outfit and bear 
hats for the first 100 people on the ice, 
starts at 2 p.m. at Union Square Ice 
Rink, 333 Post St., S.F. $7-$17; 415- 
781-2688 or unionsquareicerink.com. 


Francisco, 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open 
mic hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 
p.m. The Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
142-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames 
Improv makes fun of your romantic foibles 
for free at this long-running weekly comedy 
catharsis. Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with 
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RSVP, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 
446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


San Francisco Ballet's Nutcracker: Lights dim. 
History comes alive. This year, SF Ballet cele- 
brates the centennial of the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition with its production 
of Nutcracker, which is set in San Francisco 
in 1915, the year the Exposition brought the 
world to San Francisco's doorstep. The sights 
and exhibits of the fair inspired some of the 
production’s most memorable moments 
including Clara's dream journey through a 
mystical land peopled with dancers from all 
over the world. Performances take place in 
the magnificent War Memorial Opera House, 
designed by Arthur Brown, Jr., who also de- 
signed PPIE’s Horticulture Building and San 
Francisco City Hall. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
& 4-6 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31, $20+, 
865-2000, tickets@sfballet.org, sfballet. 
org/nutcracker. War Memorial Opera House, 
301 Van Ness, San Francisco, sfwmpac.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors 
read modern and classic short stories. First 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 
510-848-7800, berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Fireside: Storytelling series whose events 
contain tales on specific themes. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., $10-$15, 
firesidestorytelling.com. Chez Poulet, 3359 
Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry 
open mic with a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 
p.m., free/donation. EastSide Arts Alliance, 
2277 International, Oakland, 510-533-6629, 
eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Jazz Stories: Pianist Richard Leiter hosts a 
monthly night dedicated to tales, anecdotes, 
and remembrances of classic jazz musicians, 
with live music performances to set the right 
vibe. First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Pegasus & Pendragon Books & >» 


388 Potrero Ave. SF 
415.626.4238 


M-F 8:30am — 6pm 
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SATURDAY 


Music 


LISBON CALLING 
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Fado, the Portuguese music containing the soaring singing of opera and the mournful tone and tales of woe found in the 
blues, is the terrain of Ramana Vieira. The locally based vocalist comes from a family of music-loving Portuguese immi- 
grants, and, during her youth while visiting Portugal, she performed with fado musicians and found her calling. Classically 
trained, Vieira remains plugged into the essence of fado, which experts have traced to early 19th-century Lisbon. She also 
brings textures of her own to the music, by adding percussion and additional stringed instruments to the traditional guitar 
and viola. Described by the Mundo Portugues newspaper as the “new voice of Portuguese world music,” Vieira will perform in 
San Francisco this weekend, joined by two East Coast notables. Fatima Santos is one of the few female performers of Coimbra 
fado, which contains a sunnier vibe and more elevated use of guitars than Lisbon fado. Jose Luis Iglesias will be performing 
on guitarra, the Portuguese 12-string guitar. 

Ramana Vieira, joined by Fatima Santos and Jose Luis Iglesias, performs at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 2, at Red Poppy 
Art House, 2698 Folsom St., S.F. $15-$20; 415-826-2402 or redpoppyarthouse.org. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 


Screening 


Downton Abbey 6 Pre- 
mier, an exclusive viewing 
party of the first episode of 
the final seasons follows 
KQED’s New Year’s Day mar- 
athon of Season 5 at noon 
and 2:30 p.m. at Castro The- 
atre, 429 Castro St., S.F. Free 
with registration; 415-621- 
6120 or eventbrite.com/e/ 
celebrate-downton-abbey-6- 
at-the-castro-12-noon-tick- 


Walk 





Land's End: Sutro Baths, 
a walking tour that explores 
Mayor Sutro’s extravagant 
bequest and the ruins of the 
enormous bathhouse that 
was once fed by the Pacific 
Ocean, starts at 2 p.m. at en- 
trance gate to Sutro Heights 
Park on Point Lobos Ave., S.E 
Free; 415-557-4266 or sfci- 


Art 


Krowsworkers Festival, 
an exhibition featuring the 
work of those who helped 
save and transform this gal- 
lery into a community-serv- 
ing “center for video and 


visionary art, opens at 1 p.m. 


through Jan. 10 at Krow- 


swork, 480 23rd St., Oakland. 


Free 510-229-7035 or krow- 





Music 





English Beat, a sec- 
ond-wave ska band with Dave 
Wakeling, opens for third- 
wave-ska-infused East Bay 
punks Rancid at 8 p.m. at 
Warfield, 982 Market St., S.F. 
$28-$45; 415-345-0900 or 


ets-19733428215. 


Music, 1855 Solano, Berkeley, 510-525-6888, 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third 
and First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 
Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 
6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Fort 
Mason, Bldg. C, San Francisco, 771-1076, 
friendssfpl.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Am- 
bassadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings 
an adorable romp of North American river 
otters to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 
Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 
Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent 
collection explore the major cultures of 
Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. “Looking East”: 
How Japan Inspired Monet, Van Gogh, and 
Other Western Artists: Looking East explores 
the many movements and artists affected by 
Japanese art, including the great impression- 
ist and post-impressionist painters Vincent 
van Gogh, Mary Cassatt, Edgar Degas, Paul 
Gauguin and Claude Monet. Juxtaposing 
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masterpieces of Western art and design with 
rare works by prominent Japanese artists, 
the exhibition reveals the interplay of new 
styles and themes inspired by Japan. Tues- 
days, Wednesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Thursdays, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 7. $15. www.asianart.org/. 200 
Larkin, San Francisco, 581-3500, asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 


Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives 
of Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other 
Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal 
items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. $5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 
399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: 


Located in a historic cable car powerhouse, 
the museum displays a variety of cable car 
gear, photographs, installations explaining 
how the cars work, and several antique ve- 
hicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Animal 


Attraction: Exhibit about the wild courtship 
and mating strategies in the animal kingdom. 
Daily. Habitat Earth: The California Academy 
of Sciences’ newest planetarium show rede- 
fines the traditional concept of astronomical 
presentation, turning the telescopes around 
and focusing on the greatest wonder of the 


thewarfieldtheatre.com. 


universe — Earth itself — as it invites viewers 
to discover what it means fo live in today's 
connected world on the only planet known to 
sustain biodiversity and life. Daily. Earthquake: 
Treat your senses to seismic overload in this 
exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth model 
illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation of 
a Victorian salon that shakes like two of San 
Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. 
Color of Life: The Academy's bright new sum- 
mer show celebrates the chromatic diversity of 
nature with live animals, interactive displays, 
dioramas, videos, and more. Daily. Penguin 
Feeding: Watch as the Academy's flightless 
friends are offered their breakfast and lunch. 
Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral 
tank and offer live explanations of its denizens. 
Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encoun- 
ter: Get up close and personal with some of 
the Academy's scaly, slithering inhabitants. 
Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: Weekly afterhours 
party featuring dance music, drinks, scientific 
presentations, hands-on activities, and more 
for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/night- 
life. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the Reef 
Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
1:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, San Francisco, 
379-8000, calacademy.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The 


Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the 
course of Chinese-American immigration 
from the 19th century to today via photo- 
graphs, artifacts, and historical narratives. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 Clay, San 
Francisco, 391-1188, chsa.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Garden Railway: 


1915 Pan-Pacific: Garden Railway displays 
miniature replicas of World's Fair attrac- 
tions. Through April 10, 2016. $8. 100 John 
F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 666-7001, 
conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 


Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as 
“an outsider artist,” has repurposed 6 tons 
of steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, 
light bulbs, old tools, and other objects that 
hang over the museum's central lobby. Like 
the eternal light that can be found in every 
synagogue, Lane’s gigantic lamp can be seen 
as a symbol of higher connection — both 
literally and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Hardly Strictly Warren 
Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his 
signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and hu- 
manity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum 
assembles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s 
performances in Golden Gate Park, along 


SUNDAY 


Cinematic Activism 


with special personal possessions like a 
banjo signed by star performers and a jacket 
covered with rhinestones and a Star of David. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Chasing Justice: The exhibition Chasing 
Justice is inspired by the biblical exhortation 
of Deuteronomy (16:20) to “pursue justice.” 
Arnold Mesches, Joby Barron, and Robbin 
Henderson have produced bodies of work that 
explore different approaches to this Jewish 
commitment. All have resulted in a variety 
of engagement with the government from 
surveillance to arrest. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 
p.m.; Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 21. $12. 
www.thecjm.org. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. Portals of the Past: The 
Photographs of Willard Worden: This flashback 
photo show magically transports viewers 
to old San Francisco, where you can see the 
original Cliff House, turn-of-century China- 
town, the 1915 Panama-Pacific International 
Exhibition, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 14. 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, 750-3600, 
deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the 
Exploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch- 
black maze designed to heighten one's 
awareness of the sense of touch — reopens 
at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
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JACKED UP AND PISSED OFF 


In March, on the one-year anniversary of the police shooting of 28-year-old 
scholarship student and practicing Buddhist Alex Nieto, protestors held a mock 
trial in front of the Mission District Police Station. Four responding officers, who 
were cleared of wrongdoing in February, were represented in effigy and interro- 
gated by a looming prosecutor determined to prove that firing 59 shots was not a 
reasoned response to the Taser Nieto carried as nightclub security guard. It was a 
powerful piece of protest theater, the essence of which has been dramatized and 
amplified in Lowrider Lawyers: Putting a City on Trial. The movie, which 
writer and director Benjamin Bac Sierra hopes to show in schools and community 
centers, features music by Dr. Loco and singer Favi Estrella. The cast includes 
community organizer and San Francisco Board of Supervisors’ District 9 candi- 
date Edwin Lindo, as well as the amazing Adriana Camerena, an attorney, activ- 
ist, author, and artist who has worked closely with Nieto’s family since his death. 
Real footage from protests, marches, and the local lowrider community capture 
the heart of San Francisco as well as its battle against police brutality. 

Lowrider Lawyers screens at 3 p.m. at Brava! Theater Center, 2789 24th 
St. S.E. $7-25; 415-641-7657 orbrava.org. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
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Music 


Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 
a 17-piece big band that performs 
original music composed by its mem- 
bers, is joined by the great trombon- 
ist Alan Ferber at 5:30 p.m. at Doc’s 
Lab, 124 Columbus Ave., S.E Free; 
415-649-6191 or docslabsf.com. 
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regular museum admission). Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's gi- 
gantic new complex is split into six sepa- 
rate gallery sections that focus on human 
behavior, senses & perception, biology, the 
environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. ‘Reigning Queens: 
The Lost Photos of Roz Joseph”: An exhibit 
of photographs taken during the 1970s of the 
Imperial Court to celebrate its 50th anniver- 
sary. Sundays, 12-5 p.m.; Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 1. Free. 30 Years of Collecting 
Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth Cornu 
curates a selection of visual art that recalls 
scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days of 
gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting Bay 
Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. Mon- 
days, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San 
Francisco, 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 
Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. Breguet: Art & In- 
novation in Watchmaking: Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 10. The Salon Doré: 
Recently restored, this installation recreates 
the extravagant French Neoclassical interior 
of the Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tues- 
days-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 
150-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Company's 
Coming: The exhibition includes PPIE arti- 
facts, and souvenirs. Through Dec. 31. free. 
100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4277, sfpl.org. 
Museum of the African Diaspora. Alison Saar: 
“Bearing”: Saar utilizes manipulated mate- 
rials such as glass and tar and found objects 
such as sugar sacks, mops, and raw cotton 
to merge the historical past with contem- 
porary bodies. The historical attachments 
associated with such materials provoke 
conversation about the burdens endured by 
African Americans stemming from the legacy 
of slavery and racial discrimination, both past 
and present. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 16. $5-$10. 685 Mission, San 
Francisco, 358-7200, moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny 
Insect, Big Impact: With bee populations de- 
clining across the nation, this family friendly 
exhibit acts as both an introduction to these 
striped insects and a wake-up call about their 
ecological importance. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 24. Pacific Worlds: 
From historical artifacts to contemporary 
artwork, this exhibit honors the ongoing influ- 
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Ruby Mindela 





Literature 


WRITE LIGHTNING 


Bucking the belief that literature and its enthusiasts have gone the way of the 
dodo, Quiet Lightning brings together writers, who are chosen in a blind pro- 
cess, with book-loving audiences, who come to truly listen, in monthly readings 
held in atmosphere-rich sites. Nightclubs, galleries, and the Conservatory of 
Flowers have hosted Quiet Lightning events, which feature talented new writers 
along with more experienced and well-known participants. The featured writ- 
ings are compiled in an issue of sPARKLE & bLINK, which attendees receive with 
the price of admission. Authors and audience members alike have praised this 
6-year-old jewel of a project as a smart, hip, and stirring convergence of litera- 
ture and community. January’s event is a literary mix tape curated by Lapo 
Guzzini and Joanna Lioce and consisting of readings by 10 novelists, poets, 
chapbook authors, bloggers, and others. Due to the size of the venue, atten- 
dance may be limited to about 75, so advance ticket purchases are encouraged. 

Quiet Lightning holds its January reading at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 4, at 
the Lost Church, 65 Capp St., S.F. $10; quietlightning.org. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 
Poetry 


Poetry Unbound #28, featuring 
the “Poetry of Place” with Connie 
Post, Poet Laureate of Livermore, 
Naomi Ruth Lowinsky, Jungian ana- 
lyst and author, Lucille Lang Day, au- 
thor of the riveting memoir Married 
at Fourteen: A True Story, and host 
Clive Matson, starts at 5 p.m. at Art 
House Gallery, 2905 Shattuck Ave., 
Berkeley $5-$10; 510-472-3170 or 
berkeleyarthouse.wordpress.com. 





1 
Lucille Lang Day 


ence of Pacific Islander cultures in California. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
3. Rituals + Remembrance: Celebrating the 
theme of memorial across cultures, the 21st 
annual Dias de los Muertos (Days of the Dead) 
exhibition, Rituals + Remembrance, explores 
how Latin American, Filipino, Hawaiian, Jap- 
anese, Chinese and other communities view 
death, memory, and healing. Featuring artists 
Nancy Hom, Lilli Lanier, Yvonne Escalante, 
Charles Valeroso, Bryan Keith Thomas, Daniel 
King (aka Safety First), Paco Garcia, Melanie 
Cervantes, and Jesus Barraza, as well as 
installations created by MetWest High School, 
Sankofa Academy, and the Alameda County 
Public Health Department. Saturdays, 11 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 3. $15.95. museumca. 
org/. 1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, 
museumca.org. 


Palace of Fine Arts. City Rising: San Francisco 


and the 1915 World's Fair: To commemorate 
the centennial of the Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exhibition, the California Historical 
Society presents an exhibit featuring vintage 
images, an animated video, illustrated map, 
architectural remnants from the fair, and the 
PPIE's last remaining structure, the Palace 
of Fine Arts itself. Through Jan. 10, 2016, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. californiahistoricalsociety. 
org. 3301 Lyon, San Francisco, 567-6642, 


a2 Quality pet birds, food 
“an rH yp 


& supplies 


Reptile specialty food 
& supplies 


palaceoffinearts.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live pre- 


sentations about the animals who live at the 
museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
San Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 


Science Workshop: Each week kids and 
parents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 1] a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Histori- 


cal Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the 
Waterfront: Historic memorabilia, nautical 
artifacts, slide presentations, and large- 
scale decorative installations recreate the 
sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free 
daily exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 
499 Jefferson, San Francisco, 447-5000, 
nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 


(SFMOMA). Picturing Modernity: Selec- 
tions from the SFMOMA Collection: An >> 


FREQUENT BUYER 
DISCOUNT CARD 


gy Small animals, pet food 
& supplies 


©) Tropical Fish & Plants 
Gl lllce Mt core (-lalme) ceceealiate] 


2550 JUDAH ST.@ 31ST AVE.: (415) 564-6482 


Thank you for voting 
us Honorable Mention 
for Best Pet Store 


WWW.ANIMALCONNECTIONSF.COM 
animalconnectionsf@gmail.com 
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¢ LAPTOPS 
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1967 OCEAN AVENUE 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94127 
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“The Mousetrap”: Agatha Christie's The 
Mousetrap, the longest-running show in 
theatrical history, brings the Monskwell 
Manor murder to the Bay Area. (Silke Tudor) 


urdays, 8 p.m., $34, foodiesthemusical.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

“Forever Tango”: Featuring Anna Trebunskaya 


exhibition of photographs from SFMOMA's 
own collection that illustrate a wide range 
of photographic styles. Daily. 151 3rd St., 
San Francisco, 357-4000, www.sfmoma.org. 


TUESDAY 1/5 






4 PT e * ia “Va . saci Artists Gallery — Mason, Bldg. and Dmitry Chaplin. Through Jan. 10, 2016. Sundays, 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Through 
| | re ' - _ Hee iene : ee _ ee Hei ie Van Ness, ia ies Dec. 31, 7 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 2, 3 p.m. Continues 
ih yee, insta la ion composec of spea ers, eac ,www.sfwmpac.org/herbst/ht_in through Jan. 9, $5-$40. The Ashby Stage, 
£inale ‘" of which delivers a distinct voice from the dex.html. 1901 Ashby, Berkeley, 510-841-6500. www 
ri a Salisbury Cathedral Choir performing Thomas Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- ies ae ' ; 
: shotgunplayers.org. 








Talk 


Gabriel Garcié 
Marquez 
i ; 





TINKER. PAINTER, POET. SPY 


In 1982, on his way back from picking up his Nobel Prize for literature, Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez stopped off to visit his old pal Fidel Castro. Marquez’s near neigh- 
bor and former friend, the great Mexican poet Octavia Paz, was no doubt dis- 
turbed. Paz, a longtime diplomat, viewed Castro’s revolution as poisoned by 
Marxism. Wartime, when opposing governments rout traitors, seduce heroes, 
and quell incompatible ideas, has always been precarious for artists and scholars. 
Certainly, the Cold War, which gave us the Red Scare and Hollywood witch 
hunts, was no exception. But, in Poets, Painters and Spies: The Cultural 
Cold War in Latin America, Patrick Iber, author of Neither Peace Nor Free- 
dom, explores how left-leaning artists who yearned for social justice — 
like Marquez and Paz, Pablo Neruda, Diego Rivera, and Jorge Luis Borges — made 
choices and conscious alliances with the Soviet-backed World Peace Council, the 
U.S.-supported Congress for Cultural Freedom, and Cuba’s Casa de las Américas, 
to achieve idealistic aims, with disappointing and sometimes perilous results. 
Poets, Painters and Spies starts at 6 p.m. Commonwealth Club of Califor- 
nia, 555 Post St., S.E. $20; 415-597-6700 or commonwealthclub.org. Silke 


Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 


Documentary 


Hollywood on Trial, a 1976 Os- 
car-nominated documentary that ex- 
plores the bravery of the “Hollywood 
10,” writers and directors who refused 
to name names during the Red Scare, 
screens in conjunction with the exhibi- 
tion Chasing Justice at 1 p.m. at Con- 
temporary Jewish Museum, 736 
Mission St., S.F. Free; 415-655-7881 or 
thecjm.org. 
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Dance 


FRESH Exchange: Works + Pro- 
cesS, a festival of new works by nine 
vanguard dance-makers, begins with 
new research on physical intelligence 
presented by Margit Galanter and Julie 
Tolentino at 8 p.m. at Joe Goode An- 
nex, 401 Alabama St., S.F. 415-561- 
6565 or freshfestival.org. 


Tallis's 16th-century composition Spem in 
Alium. Through Jan. 18, 2016. Free with RSVP. 
2 Marina Boulevard, San Francisco, 441-4777, 
sfmoma.org. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Disney & 


Dali: Architects of the Imagination: Go ahead 
and file this one under “Strange Bedfellows”: 
California's Disney Family Museum and 
Florida's Dali Museum join forces to shed 
light on the unexpected friendship between 
the kiddie cartoon pioneer and the world 
famous Surrealist weirdo, as evidenced by 
letters, photos, paintings, sketches, and 
multimedia entries, including glimpses at an 
unfinished animation project that may have 
been even stranger than Fantasia. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
3.104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: 


Located by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, 
this Future Cities Lab installation lights up as 
it incorporates local trending search engine 
results and social media postings. Onlookers 
can offer their own contributions, which feed 
into the data stream, light up the sculpture, 
and reflect the city’s volatile internet habits. 
Through May 31, 2017. Free. Lightswarm: 
This suspended window sculpture turns the 
YBCA’s glass wall into a glowing parade of 
sound-sensing lights that changes with the 
movements of nearby people and things. 
Through Oct. 31, 2016. Free. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


“Avenue Q”: Music, Lyrics and Original Concept 


By Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx. Book by Jeff 
Whitty. Directed by Dennis Lickteig. Music 
Direction by Ben Prince. Orchestrations and 
Arrangements Stephen Oremus. Through 
Jan. 31, 2016, $25-$45. New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
861-8972, nctcsf.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 


revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 421-4222, beachblan- 
ketbabylon.com. 


Cinderella: A Family Musical Holiday Panto!: 


Experience a traditional British “Panto” 
holiday show, now a San Francisco tradition. 
Presented by PantoSF and Pollinator Arts. 
Written & Directed by Patricia Miller. Thu., 
Dec. 31, 2-4 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 2, 2-4 p.m.; 
Sun., Jan. 3, 2-4 p.m., $28-$50, 1-800-838- 
3006, info@pantosf.com, www.pantosf.com/. 
Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter, San 
Francisco, marineclub.com/theatre.php. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue 


of songs and sketches that take a humorous 
look at the current food scene. Fridays, Sat- 
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formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 826-5750, 


The News: Monthly series of queer performance 


art. First Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. 
SOMArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, San 


themarsh.org. Francisco, 863-1414, somarts.org. 


WEDNESDSAY 
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Gareth Gooch 
Theater 


SPACE, THE DRAG FRONTIER 


Few and far between is the pubescent boy or bourgeoning drag queen who grew up 
with Star Trek but doesn’t remember “Mudd’s Women,’ season one, episode six. 
The female “cargo” of Harcourt Fenton Mudd, an excessively mustachioed inter- 
stellar conman, arrives in the transporter room decked out in sequins and hair- 
spray, with enough Vaseline smeared across the camera lens to give their eyes that 
dreamy, come-hither soft-focus. Intended for “wiving” on Planet Ophiucus III, the 
gals are enhanced and augmented by an illegal “Venus drug,” which creates the illu- 
sion of feminine allure, and proves very distracting to the Enterprise crew. (The 
plot already sounds like a drag send-up!) Returning after October’s sold-out run, 
the amazing cast of Star Trek Live! includes Leigh Crow, the world’s only female 
William Shatner impersonator, as Captain Kirk, and Honey Mahog- 
any, from RuPaul's Drag Race, as Uhura; with Laurie Bushman and a lip toupee as 
Mudd; and Jef Valentine, Persia, and Jordan L Moore as Mudd’s Women. As Shat- 
ner would say, “Do. Not. Miss. This show.” 

Star Trek Live! Mudd’s Women starts at 7 p.m. and runs through Jan. 23 at 
Oasis, 298 11th St., S.F $25-$225; 415-795-3180 or sfoasis.com. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 


Comedy 


Sh!t Creek, an evening of stand-up, 
storytelling, prizes, and surprises 
hosted by your unrivaled “camp coun- 
selors” DJ Real, Jesse Fernandez and 
Mary Van Note, starts 8 p.m. at Lost 
Weekend CineCave, 1034 Valencia St., 
S.F. $10; 415-643-3373 or lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 





Adrienne Lobl 
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BS ARMS SOFTWARE AND THE GREAT SNAKE SPIRIT 


The Art of Spycraft 





Concurrent exhibits at the Contemporary Jewish Museum plumb the intuition of street kids and the CIA's impenetrable art collection. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


Under Executive Director Lori 
Starr and Chief Curator Renny Pritikin, 
both of whom have come on board in the 
last few years, the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum has broadened its programming 
immensely. As proof of how far-ranging 
the new creative leadership’s experiments 
have become, look at the museum’s cur- 
rent exhibits, “Chasing Justice” and 
“NEAT,” which range from the slums of In- 
dia to the impossible-to-access art collec- 
tion of the national security state. 

In late 2011, at a gallery called The 
Toilet in a poor neighborhood in India’s 
capital, Gabriel Dunne and Vishal K. Dar 
configured a white-foamed sculpture 
with multiple humps and bulges that 
billowed outward from a simple column. 
Using their own software, Dunne and 
Dar sprayed the work with animated 
projections that gave the sculpture what 
can only be called “life.” 

Layers of lines, splotches, and 
matter snaked continuously in wild 
patterns around each curve. With what 
looked like organs and skin crawl- 
ing along its surface, the sculpture 
transfixed everyone who entered the 
space — including some of New Delhi's 
street kids, who told Dunne and Dar 
that their work was a great life form 
culled from the gods. The kids called 
the sculpture Naga, a Hindi word fora 
great snake spirit. 

Nothing like it had ever been seen 
in New Delhi. Four years later, with the 
artwork hanging on the wall of the Con- 
temporary Jewish Museum, nothing 
like it has ever been seen in San Fran- 
cisco. This iteration, called NAAG XY, 
is part of the museum’s exhibit “NEAT: 
New Experiments in Art and Technolo- 
gy.’ Along with Dar, Dunne (who lives in 
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Photo by Gary Sexton Photography, Courtesy of the Contemporary Jewish Museum 


Emeryville) embedded NAAG XY hori- 
zontally on the museum’s second floor. 

“The first time we installed it [in In- 
dia], the kids would run up to it and be 
crazy, saying, ‘Oh my God — what are 
you guys doing?’” Dunne says. “Vishal 
told them, “We’re experimenting with a 
work, and we'd love you to tell us what 
you think the piece is, and what you 
make of it.’ We didn’t know if these kids 
had ever had a cinema experience, let 
alone seen a projection-map sculpture. 
They were just in awe. And they came 
back to us and said, “We figured out 
what it is: It’s a wish-fulfilling sea ser- 
pent. And it’s here now but it’s going to 
go away. They instantly got the intangi- 
bility and the virtuality of the technolo- 
gy that we were using.” 

The software for NAAG XY is, Dunne 
explains, “generative,” which means that 
“there’s no looping. The pattern tiles 
don’t repeat. It comes from research we 
were doing in Islamic tile patterns. We’re 


referencing certain numeric patterns 
that arise through certain geometries 
and incorporating that. It’s essentially a 
software program that runs just for the 
surface texture.” 

“NEAT,” whose other standout works 
include a new film from Jim Campbell, 
is running one floor above “Chasing 
Justice,” a CJM exhibit centered on 
three cases of activism that have tan- 
gled with government authority. Port- 
land artist Joby Barron’s experience 
with the Central Intelligence Agency 
and its valuable collection of abstract 
art is especially illuminating. 

The CIA’s collection, which includes 
pieces like Alma Thomas’ Mars Reflection 
and Morris Louis’ Gamma, lines the 
hallways of its headquarters in Langley, 
Va. Presidents have seen the art. Foreign 
leaders have gazed at the paintings. 

And CIA analysts regularly study — 
yes, study — the collection, which was 
donated by a Washington, D.C., bigwig 


named Vincent Melzac, who was once 
the chief executive of the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art. Yet the agency is highly 
reluctant, to release details of its hold- 
ings — even simple descriptions of what 
the art looks like. Why? 

Barron has spent much of the past 
six years querying the agency about 
Melzac’s donations, only to be rebuffed 
time and again. While the CIA says it 
has nothing to hide, Barron is deeply 
suspicious, and her exhibit is a provoc- 
ative examination of how the same spy 
agency that helped track and assassinate 
Osama bin Laden, and worked with Hol- 
lywood to promote its role in his death, 
appears reluctant to talk about simple 
canvasses. It won't even send Barron 
images of the art in question, many of 
which are highly lauded works from a 
movement in the 1950s and ’60s called 
the Washington Color school. 

The CIA’s correspondence with Bar- 
ron, concerning her Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act requests, is also on display. 
Some communiqués are a caricature of 
government-speak. 

“Your request cannot be accepted 
in its current form because the FOIA 
was enacted to provide a means for the 
general public to access Government re- 
cords,” one CIA information and privacy 
official, Michael Lavergne, wrote her. “As 
you are not seeking such records, per se, 
your request does not constitute a FOIA 
request. Therefore we must decline to 
process this request.” 

Undaunted, Barron continues to seek 
information about the art donated by 
Melzac, a Jewish Republican who died in 
1989. Using what knowledge she could 
find — images found in books, details 
gleaned from CIA documents — she 
recreated all the art in a slightly smaller 
size as part of NEAT. 


As Barron tells SF Weekly, “I don’t 
know that the CIA is intentionally being 
secretive. The lack of information may 
just speak to the bureaucracy at the CIA, 
incomplete records about the collection, 
or my ability to navigate the FOIA.” Still, 
she says, “It seemed like the FOIA in this 
case was a puzzle of semantics. I think 
this project is another example of the 
need for FOIA reform ... I hope the proj- 
ect will stem conversations about the cur- 
rent state of government transparency.” 

Since the exhibit has been shown, 
Robert Newmann, whose Arrows is at 
the CIA’s headquarters, has contacted 
Barron, telling her that “he did not know 
until recently that his painting was at 
the CIA,” Barron says. “He believed that 
none of the other artists knew as well.” 

A spokesperson for the CIA tells SF 
Weekly that, in 1987, the agency bought 
11 of the works that Melzac had lent 
the agency, that the paintings “have ap- 
peared in Hollywood blockbusters, such 
as Argo,” and that they “are used in crit- 
ical thinking exercises as part of analyt- 
ical training for today’s intelligence ana- 
lysts.” Two of the paintings are shown on 
the CIA’s website, albeit without details. 
It may just be that the CIA thinks the art 
is a low priority in its effort to declassify 
or acknowledge details of its holdings. 
Or there may be something much more 
pernicious there. Either way, Barron’s 
investigating is ongoing. 


NEAT: New Experiments in Art 
and Technology 

Through Jan. 17 at the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum, 736 Mission St., S.F. 
$5-$12; 415-655-7800 or thecjm.org. 


Chasing Justice 
Through Feb. 21 at the Contemporary 
Jewish Museum. 





Know Your Street Art 


Next to the 
Warfield 


972 Market St. (by Sixth Street) 


San Francisco artist Jenny 
Sharaf never signs her work. Why should 
she? The art should speak for itself, she 
reasons. That’s why her large, gorgeous 
mural on Market Street — the one just 
feet away from the Warfield Theatre — 
was unsigned from the moment it went up 
in September. Here’s why that was prob- 
lematic: In October, President Obama and 
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Kanye West held a big political fundraiser 
at the Warfield, and scores of people, while 
waiting to get in, took selfies in front of 
Sharaf’s abstract work — but they never 
knew Sharaf was the artist. That moment 
came and went. 

“I definitely lost my 15 minutes 
there,” says Sharaf, referring to Andy 
Warhol’s maxim about fame. “I was in 
New York when I saw on the news that 
Kanye and Obama were next door, and 
people were like, “You need to sign the 
mural, and I felt a sense of panic that I 
should put my name somewhere.” 

Sharaf, 30, has since signed the art, 
which was commissioned through the 
Luggage Store Gallery by the company 
that’s developing the Warfield build- 


ing. Sharaf’s paintings are like waves 
of undulating water, full of colors that 
flow this way and that. They’re bright, 
moody, and sinuous. While Next to the 
Warfield is her first public work, she’s ex- 
hibited widely, and recently codeveloped 
what she calls the Parking Lot Art Fair, 
where artists sell their work in an open 
environment that doesn’t charge entry. 
She also co-organized ART NIGHT SE, 
where artists and exhibitors have shown 
off their work in United Nations Plaza. 
Sharaf is using an artist’s studio in 
the Warfield building that was once a 
camera shop, and people still take selfies 
next to her work. The thing is, even if 
they see her name, they may not care, 
Sharaf says. 


“At art fairs, a lot of people [who 
take photos and post them online] 
don’t tag the artists in the picture,” she 
says. ‘In public art, you have to let go. 
My studio is right next to the mural, so 
I watch a lot of people take pictures of 
it, and they could care less about who 
the artist is, honestly.” 

Sharaf laughs, adding, “It’s obvious 
that I’m the artist — I’m standing 
right there, in painted clothes, and 
they don't give a shit. That’s fine. Peo- 
ple who like art in San Francisco start 
to pay attention who the artists are. 
Hopefully your gestures or your style 
or your gestures is going to be recog- 
nized without your name. That’s the 
goal.” Jonathan Curiel 


Kevin Kelleher 
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THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


Six Ways for 
a Sexy ‘16 


2015 was intense, and although 
16 holds the promise of being sweet, the 
culmination of the election cycle and the 
inevitable rise of artificial intelligence 
may influence the fate of the new year. 
But none of that matters between the 
sheets, and at the end of the day, while we 
can't control many things in this world, 
we can control our orgasms — or even ask 
someone else to control them. So this 
year, I’m keeping the tradition I started in 
2015, by assigning you sexual resolutions 
for the next 12 months and encouraging 
all of you to make 2016 the year you dom- 
inate your sexy bucket list. 


Have a threesome. 
Honestly, you should have 
fully embraced the idea 
that sometimes more 
than two people 
have sex with each 
other, and 
marked this one 
off the list years 
ago. It doesn’t 
need to be the 
pinnacle of ev- 
eryone’s sexual 
existence; it can 
just be a Saturday 
night. But if you ha- 
ven't done it already, 
then it’s time to take the 
plunge. (That time in college 
when you got drunk with your two 

best friends and all passed out naked in 
the same bed — and “nobody remembers 
what happened” — doesn’t count.) To 
mitigate your late-to-the-game-ness, 
you re going to have to skip the more eas- 
ily procured two-girls-one-guy three- 
some, which hasn’t been edgy since Wild 
Things, and go straight to the two-guy- 
one-girl threesome, which is kind of hav- 
ing a moment. Remember: Be in the 
know about everyone’s STI status, and be 
mindful of which condom goes into who. 
No sharing! 





Go to a dungeon. 

All over this city, you can find play spaces 
that give stupid Christian Grey’s red room 
of pain arun for its money. Alchemy in 
SoMa, The Citadel in the Tenderloin, and 
Looking Glass near the Oakland water- 
front all contain impressive play spaces 
filled with all the leather, wood, and metal 
contraptions a sadistic heart may finda 
use for. Each hosts classes and events 
throughout the year. If public play isn’t 
your thing, check out kinkbnb.com to 
rent a private kinky space. 


Get pegged. 

I recently had sex with a guy who told me 
he would “never let” anyone put some- 
thing in his ass, which is, of course, his 
right to choose. He’s missing out ona 
whole universe of the male orgasm, how- 
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ever. The prostate is like the male g-spot, 
and some men can achieve stronger, 
more intense orgasms from prostate 
stimulation and anal sex than they could 
from vaginal intercourse. While it’s not 
for everyone, one stands to gain far more 
than one stands to lose in this endeavor, 
and I say it’s worth the risk. Start small 
with a bunch of lube, some rad porn, and 
a prostate-specific tool like the Aneros, 
and fap the afternoon away. I bet you'll be 
a pegging champ by this time next year. 


Find your happy ending. 
Getting a massage that ends in an or- 
gasm in probably one of the best feelings 
this world has to offer us. Don’t wait an- 
other second. Aska friend, lover, or pro- 
fessional to put on some sweet jams and 
bust out the coconut oil 
while you bliss out 
into the astral plane 
of the big O. 










Get tied up. 
There are tons of 
rope events all over 
the bay, from 
Bondage A Go Go 
every Wednesday 
at the Cat Club 
on Folsom Street, 
to the Rope Bite 
social at Wicked 
Grounds (San 
Francisco’s own 
kinky coffee shop). 
< Read local kinkster Evie 
Vane’s The Little Guide to 


eo 
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YlSabel Dresler/iS® Getting Tied Up and remember 


that even if you dream of being a 
Shibari master, the very first step is un- 
derstanding how it feels to surrender 
yourself to the ropes. 


Get (or give) spanks. 

Spanking is one of the most highly 
charged forms of impact play, as it lends 
itself so nicely to power exchange. The 
only hot part of 50 Shades of Grey was 
when Christian bent Anastasia over his 
knee and spanked her as a playful pun- 
ishment for rolling her eyes at him. 
Spanking doesn’t require any fancy kink 
products, although a hairbrush, belt, and 
ruler can all be excellent and inexpensive 
additions to your scene. Next time your 
partner is late for dinner, instead of 
pouting, suggest they might need a 
spanking for dessert. Remember to ask 
first, communicate throughout — as 
spanking can be surprisingly painful — 
and be careful not to strike the kidneys 
or tailbone. 


Even as the city becomes known 
more for tech than sex, there is still 
almost no better place on this planet 
to be a pervert than right here in the 
Bay Area. So what are you waiting for? 
Get out there, make me proud, and do 
your part to ensure that 2016 is sweeter 
than all the years that came before. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Queen of Earth 
Not rated. Opens Friday at 
the Roxie Theater. 
After having opened this past August in 
more civilized film markets, Alex Ross 
Perry’s Queen of Earth is finally playing 
in San Francisco, and it’s about damn 
time. Catherine (Elisabeth Moss) and 
Virginia (Katherine Waterston) are two 
old frenemies spending a week together 
at Virginia’s family’s lakeside house, 
while Catherine unravels after the 
death of her famous-artist father and 
her subsequent dumping by her boy- 
friend James (Kentucky Audley). Also 
hanging around is Virginia’s lover and 
thorn in Catherine’s side, local broheim 
Rich (Patrick Fugit). Quite frankly, this 
film deserved the wider release given to 
the more heavily hyped and superfi- 
cially similar I Smile Back, which was 
also about a woman losing her shit in 
the most spectacular way. But Qyeen of 
Earth surrounds Elisabeth Moss s mes- 
merizing performance with an actual 
movie, a low-key homage to Euro-hor- 
ror films — complete with an appropri- 


punishing the audience with it ala 
Smile Back. Queen of Earth’s characters 
often speak exactly what they’re feeling 
in a way that might qualify as sloppy 
screenwriting in any other context, but 
here it adds to the sense of vaguely Eu- 
ropean surreality, particularly as the 
undervalued Elisabeth Moss cuts loose. 
She and her tear-streaked makeup rule 
the screen. Sherilyn Connelly 


Roxie’s Sundance Film Festival 
2015 Award-Winning Shorts 

Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 
The annual Oscar Nominated Ani- 
mated Short Films program is usually 
pretty good, but by definition, only one 
will go on to be Oscar-winning. The 
Roxie’s Sundance Film Festival 2015 
Award-Winning Shorts program, on 
the other hand, is the straight-up good 
stuff. (As they’re Sundance winners 
rather than Oscar winners, they also 
win in street cred.) Among them is the 
U.S. Fiction winner SMILF, written and 


directed by Frankie Shaw, who also 
stars as Bridgette, a single mother who 
invites her old lover Dan (Silicon Valley's 
Thomas Middleditch) for a booty call 
that doesn’t go quite the way he ex- 
pected. Winning the International Fic- 
tion category is Atsuko Hirayanagi’s Oh 
Lucy!, starring Momoi Kaorias Set- 
suko, an unmarried 55-year-old “office 
lady” in Tokyo whose somewhat skeezy 
English-language teacher (Billy Scott) 
gives her a blonde wig and christens her 
Lucy — and allows Setsuko to approach 
life from a new angle. But the best of 
this (or any other) bunch is animator 
Don Herztfeld’s Best-of-Fest-win- 

ning World of Tomorrow, in which a 
4-year-old named Emily (Winona Mae) 
is visited by a third-generation clone of 
herself from the future (Julia Pott), 
who explains to her toddler-ancestor 
what the future holds for herself and 
humanity. And if the Oscar for Best An- 
imated Short isn’t in its future, then 
our world’s tomorrow is truly bleak. SC 


ately thrumming and discordant score. 
And it finds a terrible beauty in its pro- 
tagonist’s madness, rather than just 
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The Walk 

HBO Now 

Robert Zemeckis’s latest was designed 
to be seen in IMAX 3D, but its $11 mil- 
lion domestic gross means you proba- 
bly didn’t see it dual-projected onto an 
80-by-100-foot screen. Thankfully, it 
still works as a charming caper story as 
Frenchy McFrencherson (Joseph Gor- 


2015 Movies 
You Can Stream 
at Home 


No new feature films will be released 
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on Friday, Jan. 1, probably because the 
studios figure anyone who decides to 
catch a matinee during their first Walk 
of Shame of the New Year will just go 
to see The Force Awakens. (Flash mob! 
Let’s all meet at the 9 a.m. IMAX 3D 
screening in smeared makeup, tousled 
hair, and crumpled dresses.) But while 
you re nursing 2016's first hangover, 
here are some movies from the past 
year you can watch online. 


While We're Young 

iTunes, Amazon 

Noah Baumbach’s very funny comedy 
pits mellowing Gen X couple Ben Stiller 
and Naomi Watts against free-spirited 
millennials Adam Driver and Amanda 
Seyfried. In addition to raising interest- 
ing questions about the appropriation 
of pop culture between generations, it’s 
also fascinating now to revisit Driver in 
a recent role that’s arguably more vil- 
lainous than Kylo Ren. 


Fantastic Four 

iTunes, Amazon 

Josh Trank’s sophomore sinkhole is a 
fascinating example of the many dif- 
ferent ways a film can go wrong, 
Granted, exactly what went wrong be- 
hind the scenes is something of a mys- 
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tery — there were wars, rumors of 
wars, and definitely extensive reshoots 
— but after an hour, the wheels go off 
in a spectacular way. Keep an eye out 
for Kate Mara’s unspeakable reshoot 
wig to see how poorly the new footage 
is integrated into whatever it was 
Trank originally intended. 


Going Clear: Scientology and the 
Prison of Belief 

iTunes 

The Church of Scientology didn’t want 
you to see Alex Gibney’s documentary 
when it was first released, and they still 
don’t. (Check out their hilarious Gib- 
ney-bashing Twitter account, @Free- 
domEthics.) This is probably because 
whatever facts it may get wrong, Going 
Clear is still a bruising expose of a cult 
whose human-rights abuses eclipse 
whatever comedy may be found in their 
Xenu-and-volcanoes cosmology. 





don-Levitt, as the real-life Philippe Pe- 
tit) plots to walk on a wire across the 
Twin Towers in 1974, and you may still 
feel your palms getting a little sweaty. 


Jessica Jones 

Netflix 

It’s a television show rather than a 
movie, but Jessica Jones is officially 
part of the Marvel Cinematic Uni- 
verse, and it’s also the best live-action 
Marvel work, period. Jessica (Krysten 
Ritter) is a private detective with su- 
perhuman strength; she’s also an alco- 
holic battling PTSD after her 
enslavement by the mind-controlling 
sociopath Kilgrave (a blood-chilling 
David Tennant), who’s still stalking 
her. The dark and occasionally gruel- 
ing series makes no bones about the 
fact that Kilgrave raped Jessica and 
means to again, though he of course 
rejects that word, while the show itself 
steadfastly refuses to sexualize Jessica 
for the viewer in spite of Ritter’s objec- 
tive physical beauty. By comparison, 
look at the cover for the official pre- 
quel comic released in October, whose 
artist just couldn't resist the urge to 
pose her like a pouty model. Well 
played, Marvel television producers. 


SC 
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FILM LISTINGS 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. Daddy's Home: Brad Taggart (Will 


Ferrell) is a kindhearted radio executive who 
wants to be the best possible stepfather to his 
wife's (Linda Cardellini) two children. When her 
freewheeling ex-husband Dusty (Mark Wahl- 
berg) breezes back into town, Brad's feeling of 
insecurity quickly develops into an inferiority 
complex. As Dusty demonstrates his flair for 
athletics, home repair and bad-boy charisma, 
Taggart finds himself in a no-holds-barred battle 
to one-up his rival and win the approval of his 


mw Films fron 


family. Daily. Theeb: In 1916, Theeb lives with his 
Bedouin tribe in a remote part of the Ottoman 
Empire. When his older brother has to escort a 
British officer across the desert, Theeb tags 
along for the adventure. Daily. 2200 Clement, 
S.F.,666-3488, Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 


AMC Metreon 16. Sisters: When their parents 


place the family home on the market, siblings 
Maura (Amy Poehler) and Kate (Tina Fey) learn 
that they have one weekend to clean out the 
junk from their old bedroom. Unhappy with 
the news, the recently divorced Maura and 
her hotheaded sister make plans to throw one 
final bash to recapture their glory days with 
their former classmates. As the raging party 
begins to spiral out of control, the gals soon 
realize that there may not be a house left to 
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Castro Theatre 
San Francisco 


sell once the dust settles. Daily. Creed: Adonis 
Johnson (Jordan) never knew his famous father, 
world heavyweight champion Apollo Creed, 
who died before he was born. Still, there’s no 
denying that boxing is in his blood, so Adonis 
heads to Philadelphia, the site of Apollo Creed's 
legendary match with a tough upstart named 
Rocky Balboa. Daily. Surprise: The day-to-day 
misadventures of a character called Dachui 
Wang as he navigates though various modern 
and classic situations. The little monster Wang 
Dachui, who was born with sharp ears & simple 
magic, made him different from the ordinaries. 
The local monster king, he thought he was. 
But to his surprise, on the one hand, his fate 
has changed since the encounter with Tang 
Monk, Monkey King, Piggy & Sand Monk. On 
the other hand, the meeting with Wang Dachui 
also should have been the great 82nd disaster 
to the four. (English Subtitles, Mandarin) Daily. 
101 Fourth St., S.F.,369-6207, amctheatres.com/ 
movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 


Balboa Theatre. Star Wars: The Force Awakens: Thirty 


years after defeating the Galactic Empire, Han 
Solo (Harrison Ford) and his allies face a new 
threat from the evil Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) 
and his army of Stormtroopers. Daily. Popcorn 
Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket 
plus popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 a.m. 3630 
Balboa, S.F.,221-2184, balboamovies.com. 


Castro Theatre. Vertigo: Early-retired San Francisco 


policeman James Stewart is asked to follow a 
friend's wife prone to mysterious absences. 
As his detecting soon turns to obsession, the 
film builds to dizzying heights of duplicity, 


derangement and delusion. Alfred Hitchcock's 
masterpiece is his most powerful and personal 
work, and has been challenging viewers across 
the decades to decode its layers of symbolism. 
Fri., Jan. 1; Sat., Jan. 2; Sun., Jan. 3. 429 Castro, 
S.F.,621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. Youth: A poignant tale of how we 


each find our own passion in life, starring 
Michael Caine, Harvey Keitel, Rachel Weisz, 
Jane Fonda and Paul Dano. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, 
S.F.,267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Brooklyn: A young 


Irish immigrant (Saoirse Ronan), navigating 
her way through 1950s Brooklyn, must choose 
between two countries when her new vivacity 
is disrupted by her past. Daily. The Danish Girl: 
A love story inspired by the lives of artists 
Lili Elbe and Gerda Wegener, as they navigate 
Lili's journey as a transgender pioneer. Daily. 
Caro/: Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara star as 
women from different backgrounds who find 
themselves feeling a forbidden attraction in 
1950s Manhattan. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, 
S.F.,267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
san-francisco/embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’'s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 
15, S.F.,528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. Room: Brie Larsen stars in 


a remarkable and touching exploration of the 
boundless love between a mother and her child. 
Daily. Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict: The incredi- 
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ble, dramatic life of art icon Peggy Guggenheim 
is revealed in this fascinating portrait. Daily. 
Beasts of No Nation: \dris Elba stars in the gripping 
tale of a child soldier torn from his family to 
fight in the civil war of an African country. Daily. 
Hitchcock/Truffaut: In 1962, Francois Truffaut per- 
suaded Alfred Hitchcock to sit for an interview 
in which the great British director would share 
the secrets of his cinema. Daily. 601 Van Ness, 
S.F.,267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/ 
market/SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Presidio Theatre. Joy: A story of a family across 


four generations, centered on the girl who 
becomes the woman who founds a business 
dynasty and becomes a matriarch in her own 
right. Facing betrayal, treachery, the loss of 
innocence and the scars of love, Joy becomes 
a true boss of family and enterprise in a world 
of unforgiving commerce. Allies become ad- 
versaries and adversaries become allies, both 
inside and outside the family, as Joy's inner 
life and fierce imagination carry her through 
the storm she faces. Daily. Joy: A story of a 
family across four generations, centered on 
the girl who becomes the woman who founds 
a business dynasty and becomes a matriarch in 
her own right. Facing betrayal, treachery, the 
loss of innocence and the scars of love, Joy 
becomes a true boss of family and enterprise in 
a world of unforgiving commerce. Allies become 
adversaries and adversaries become allies, both 
inside and outside the family, as Joy's inner 
life and fierce imagination carry her through 
the storm she faces. Daily. Spotlight: In 2001, 
editor Marty Baron of The Boston Globe assigns 
a team of journalists to investigate allegations 
against John Geoghan, an unfrocked priest 
accused of molesting more than 80 boys. Led 
by editor Walter “Robby” Robinson, reporters 
Michael Rezendes (Mark Ruffalo), Matt Carroll 
and Sacha Pfeiffer interview victims and try 
to unseal sensitive documents. The reporters 
make it their mission to provide proof of a 
cover-up of sexual abuse within the Roman 
Catholic Church. Daily. The Big Short: A story of 
a family across four generations, centered on 
the girl who becomes the woman who founds 
a business dynasty and becomes a matriarch in 
her own right. Facing betrayal, treachery, the 
loss of innocence and the scars of love, Joy 
becomes a true boss of family and enterprise 
in a world of unforgiving commerce. Allies 
become adversaries and adversaries become 
allies, both inside and outside the family, as 
Joy's inner life and fierce imagination carry 
her through the storm she faces. Daily. 2340 
Chestnut, S.F.,776-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Cinema. Encore Series: A free series of 


screenings and discussions for the queer 
community. Features films such as Queen of 
Earth, The Mend, and Approaching the Elephant. 
Starting Jan. 1. Daily. 3117 16th St., S.F.,863-1087, 
www.roxie.com. 


Sundance Kabuki Cinemas. The Hateful Eight: While 
racing toward the town of Red Rock in post- 
Civil War Wyoming, bounty hunter John “The 
Hangman” Ruth (Kurt Russell) and his fugitive 
prisoner (Jennifer Jason Leigh) encounter 
another bounty hunter (Samuel L. Jackson) and 
aman who claims to be a sheriff. Hoping to find 
shelter from a blizzard, the group travels to a 
stagecoach stopover located on a mountain 
pass. Greeted there by four strangers, the 
eight travelers soon learn that they may not 
make it to their destination after all. Daily. 
1881 Post, S.F.,346-3243, sundancecinemas. 
com/kabuki.html. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. ‘The Sprawl”: 
A video installation covering the propaganda of 
misinformation on the internet. Through April 3, 
2016. $10. 701 Mission, S.F.,978-2787, ybca.org. 


JAN 18-20, 2016 
Goethe-Institut 
San Francisco 
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SUB SRUAL > MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK 


Banality as 
an Art Form 


“It’s not just, like, a regular 
selfie,” says my 16-year-old niece. “You 
have to pose for the picture in the mo- 
ment ... like, thought to thought, ex- 
pression to expression.” 

She is describing why she likes 
Snapchat better than Facebook. Your 
facial expression has to match what- 
ever you might be thinking in that 
second, to match your commentary 
on said thought. While a normal text 
with a picture might display a face 
that reads, “Eww! This Hot Pocket 
tastes like crap,” on Snapchat, we 
have the Hot Pocket first heading 
towards the mouth, then the first 
nibble, then the furrowed brow, then 
the creeping horror, and finally the 
realization that it is not anything 
you want to be eating. Each post 
disappears soon after, a testament to 
ephemerality. 

“Sounds like a lot of work,” is all 
I can come up with in reply. Jesus ... 
every second of one’s life now has 
to be reduced to a selfie? In my day, 
we would speak to each other 
in real-time, selfie after selfie 
after selfie all blending into 
one cohesive conversation, 
like magic. It makes sense that 
teens love this platform: Snap- 
chat is the equivalent of posing 
in front of a mirror for hours, 
having fake conversations 
with yourself to see what you 
look like when you're talking 
to acute guy. (Not that I have 
ever done that. Or still do that. 
Nope.) 

I can’t help but wonder if 
shows like Netflix’s Master of 
None are the result of the so- 
cial media zeitgeist or if there 
have always been shows about the 
mundane inner and outer workings 
of someone’s life. Am I just bewitched 
by Snapchat, Facebook, and Insta- 
gram? Seinfeld was supposedly “a 
show about nothing,” and it existed 
before technology elevated banali- 
ty to an art form. But surely Jerry 
would have tweeted all day long 
about run-ins with Newman; George 
would have posted status updates 
about his fantastic idea to combine 
sex, food, and TV into one decadent 
orgy; and Elaine would have decried 
the demise of the Today Sponge on 
Instagram, capturing that one last 
box on the shelf. (There’s a Twitter 
handle, @SeinfeldToday, that does 
just that.) 

Aziz Ansari is the protagonist of 
Master of None, a deft rom-com that 
is receiving as much praise as the 
book he released this year, Modern 
Romance: An Investigation. The plo- 
tline follows his life as a struggling 
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actor in New York who finds himself 
stereotypically pegged as whatever 
Indian character a script calls for. 

In the meantime, he’s busy falling 

in love and sorting out friendship 
issues. Pretty basic stuff, but it be- 
comes extraordinary when there’s 
great comedic writing and a central 
character you care about — just as 
with social media. Some people’s mo- 
ment-to-moment lives and thoughts 
are worth capturing; others ... nah. 
Often, the people who share the most 
have the least to say — witness phar- 
ma-douche Martin Shkreli’s five-and- 
a-half-hour live streams. But Master 
of None stands out. 

Perhaps it’s the single-camera 
style that makes me think of social 
media — everything in Ansari’s world 
is filtered through his own lens. He 
posits questions (Do I want kids? Do I 
want to get married?) whose answers 
emerge before our eyes as the show 
progresses, a.k.a. the Hot Pocket 
Snapchat Effect. We watch him grow 
up and learn, just like a teenager on 
Instagram figuring out she really nev- 
er wants to go to a rock-climbing gym 
again, slowly played out over a series 
of Snaps in one afternoon. Or some- 
one like me, who finally decided that 


© syrkaryst.cLan & 


Star Wars nerds are so much more tol- 
erable than hippie vegan progressive 
types — an epiphany that played out 
in a moment of pique on Facebook. 

What separates social media 
entertainment from television en- 
tertainment is that TV always has to 
deliver. Your friends do not. I sup- 
pose if they offend you enough you 
can block them, or unfollow, but they 
won't lose funding. A TV show must 
not only keep its followers, but go vi- 
ral. To do so it must hit us in the feels, 
make us laugh, and keep us wanting 
more. Frame by frame, thought by 
thought, culminating in some sort 
of dramatic climax: “This Hot Pocket 
tastes like crap.” Snap. Or, “Pm not 
ready to get married.” Snap. 

“I can’t believe it’s almost 2016 
already.” Snap. 

“T eagerly await for next season of 
Master of None.” Snap. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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Enter to Win $2,000 











To enter now, go to: 


www.pulsepoll.com 


and use Survey Code: 230 
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Goat Hill Pizza ’y 


FAST DELIVERY 


“ask about our 
loyalty program 
— Goat Hill Rewards — 





SOMA 
Delivery ¢ Pick up 


POTRERO HILL 
Dine in ¢ Pick up 
300 Connecticut St 171 Stillman St 

415-641-1440 415-974-1303 


WEST PORTAL 


Counter Service ¢ Delivery ¢ Pick up 
170 West Portal Ave 
415-242-GOAT(4628) 


Sixth Course 


artisan confections 


exe) aie (oii) 4alerelel mys mere) pal 


415-829-2461 


Hours 
Mon & Tues Closed 
Wed-Sat ¢ 120m - 100m 
S10] a 4 ©) a0 iere)@) a0) 


1544 15th Street 


Tolamacelaleyyeromm Or a ttm) 
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A CONSUMMATION DEVOUTLY TO BE WISHED 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


There are a few San Francisco 
neighborhoods — Bernal Heights, Glen 
Park, West Portal, Cole Valley — that oper- 
ate like urban villages. They're usually 
small, quiet, family-oriented, neither cen- 
tral nor especially remote, and organized 
around either one largely chain-store-free 
commercial strip or a cluster of businesses 
surrounding a transit station. 

Noe Valley is significantly larger in 
size, with multiple commercial corri- 
dors, but its boutiques-and-strollers 
ethos is much the same. Enter Hamlet, a 
project by John Dampeer of Caskhouse 
at the very busy intersection of 24th and 
Church streets, in what used to be Horn- 
er’s Corner. While the name suggests 
a wishy-washy Danish prince whose 
widowed mother remarried a little too 
quickly for his comfort, it’s really meant 
to play up the idea of Noe Valley as a 
village. (For proof, see the neighborhood 
map on the menu, with off-center cross- 
hairs indicating Hamlet’s location.) 

Being right on the J-Church and cat- 
ty-corner from Happy Donuts, Hamlet’s 
in a good position to do follow through 
on those ambitions — quick, name a 
Noe restaurant with good cocktails; 
trick question, you can’t — but it has a 
few wobbles to work through first. Over 
two visits, I discovered that a few of 
the experiments were off in one way or 
another, while other dishes played it ul- 
tra-safe. Like the titular Shakespearean 
character, Hamlet is indecisive. 

The all-$11 cocktail list is basically 
the restaurant in microcosm, sometimes 
erring on the side of adventurous and 
sometimes sweet in strange places. The 
rye-maple-and-apple-brandy Astoria, 
named (one assumes) for the town in 
The Goonies, was very sweet, and since 
unincorporated maple syrup settles, got 
sweeter as I drank it. The limey and well- 
named Ultima Palabra (“last word”) re- 
lied entirely on mezcal to carry it. Swap 
that out for vodka and it might taste like 
a spiked Crystal Light. A fraction of the 
wine list, the beer selection — a mere 
three drafts, plus three more bottle-and- 
can offerings — is curiously slim, but a 
little parrying with the server over a red 
led me to the ashy, mineral-y Terre Nere 
Etna Rosso ($13), which held up well 
against the meaty entrees. 

Among the dishes, there were early 
misses and later hits, with most of the 
sins being errors of seasoning and pro- 
portion. For instance, a plate of grilled 
octopus with radishes, lentils, frisée, 
and bone marrow bourdelaise ($12) 
sounded light and enticing but the over- 
whelming note was pepper. A risotto 
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Most Excellent 


Roasted half chicken 


and maitake mushroom cake ($10), 
crowned with parsley and sitting in 
piperade, was sweet almost to the point 
of being sugary. Fried without fear, the 
Brussels sprouts ($8) came with fresh 
horseradish and sea salt, and while ’'m 
glad the sprouts were as 
browned as they were, 
had it been saltier and 
more pungent, it would 
have stood out from the 
infinite Brussels sprouts 
preparations out there. 
Worse, we ordered a 
dish of chicory, squash, 
burrata, fresh honey- 
comb, and walnut dress- 
ing ($13) on the grounds that some- 
thing that random-sounding had to be 
worth trying. What showed up looked 
like a big, melting chicory sundae: The 
dressing was too sweet, the squash was 
bland, and even the burrata was stringy. 
It was just inexplicable. 

Several appetizers were excellent, 
however. Soft, lightly seared gnocchi 
($14) looked obsessively fussed-over but 
tasted like comfort food, and a little tray 
of lamb-and-pork meatballs in piperade 
with tzatziki ($12) was an imaginative 
cross-pollination of Southern European 
peasantry, without drowning the meat- 
balls in two sauces. (Compared to the 
risotto’s use of piperade, that Basque 
sauté of tomatoes and onions, it was 
pretty brilliant, and tasty, too.) 


THE CALENDAR 


1199 Church St. 
415-829-3286 or 


Hours: Mon-Sun, 4 p.m. - 





The lamb sirloin (with radicchio, 
pearl onions, potato gratin, $23) was 
juicy and well-cooked, and, as was the 
case with the gnocchi, the varying de- 
grees of bitterness among the veggies 
differentiated them from each other 
while enhancing 
the overall dish. 
(Still, the pota- 
toes were poorly 
presented; they’re 


Hamlet 


hamletsf.com. layered, like what 
youd find at a 
midnight. suburban catering 
hall.) Although I’m 
not the biggest fan 


of pre-sliced meat, 
the bavette steak ($26) was as good as 
the lamb but better-suited for winter, 
full of red wine, chanterelles, and rose- 
mary. Ophelia gives Laertes rosemary 
as she goes insane in Act IV, but it’s hard 
not to feel like Hamlet was playing it 
very safe on both counts. 

Sliding down the fanciness scale a 
bit, the Hamlet Burger ($16) was an 
asymmetrical beauty, light enough on 
bacon and aioli to let it speak for itself. 
Let’s get crucial: Boring old lettuce 
can make or break a burger, and this 
iceberg was crisp and satisfying. Bun 
to bun, the whole thing was as thick as 
the tang of the steak knife it came with, 
and bulged with cheese and onions. The 
pale fries were Golden Arches-esque, 
and since fries are the thing I think 
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Kevin Kelleher 


McDonald’s does best, I mean that 

as a compliment. But the best of the 
entrees was the roasted half-chicken 
($22), a perfectly brined bird as salty as 
fried chicken, and sitting on a pedestal 
of bacon, Brussels sprouts, butternut 
squash, and mushrooms. It’s delicious, 
and it’s underpriced relative to its 
peers, the exact thing that gets people 
to come back. 

Visually, Hamlet isn’t so much mini- 
malist as monochromatic, almost as if it 
weren't finished yet. Some bar lighting 
in the curved-cone shape of a Hershey’s 
Kiss is good, but the restaurant’s longest 
wall is sorely lacking something to soft- 
en it, like an art gallery between installa- 
tions. And if you sit at one of the tables 
that’s quasi-partitioned from the bar, 
privacy is nil. (Nothing ruins a dining 
experience like involuntarily eavesdrop- 
ping on the phrase “user experience” 
uttered over and over, at least not until 
the dudebros later move on to talking 
about what you're eating as you're eating 
it.) Fifteen feet farther from the bar, it’s 
a completely different restaurant, bor- 
dering on romantic. (The windowpanes 
help.) In the aggregate, you can eat well 
at Hamlet, but in basically the same way 
you already can at a lot of other places 
around town. But from the perspective 
of the hamlet that is Noe Valley, Hamlet 
is an undiscovered country. 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 
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Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


CASTRO 


Dapper Dog Premium Hotdogs 
417 Castro St, San Francisco 
(415) 553-6332 
dapperdog.sf@gmail.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 
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The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 


525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 
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Clay Oven Restaurant & Bar 
2417 First St, Livermore 
(925) 443-4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415).7 57-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1/701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RICHMOND 


India Clay Oven 

2436 Clement St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-0505 
indiaclayoven.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


North India 

123 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 348-1234 
northindiasf.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St-Soma 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisegrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


SF Vegetarian Society 
9 10th Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 273-5481 « sfvs.org 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 


385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 


(415) 731-2400 
clayovensf.com 





ACCLAIMED 
INDIAN CUISINE 


OPEN EVERYDAY 
5:30PM —- 10PM 


3145 FILLMORE ST 
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| 415.346.4900 


LASANSF.COM 








SUNSET 
2123 IRVING ST 
415-753-3347 


OPEN TILL1AM 


EVERY DAY! 


UNION SQUARE 
420 GEARY ST 
415-346-3121 


OS OO OO 


Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
elMIATSM\Vtclalatekcm wisrs1ll p(s) @]mtel=1e1( 51 


The Brazen Head 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 59m-1am 


Tel: (415) 921-7600 
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www.brazenheadsf.com 





llam-3pm & 5-9pm 
Sat: 
12pm-9pm 


2647 Srd Street 


415.829.8999 


LongBridgePizzZa.com 


we 
TOASTING | 

TO THE NEW 
YEAR TWICE! - 


(elebrating Irish Kew Year 
@ 4PM (12AM GMT) 
Oreyanye)iinnt=yalt-1avm@zat-lanley-\elal- Mm key toy! 
| Bid Adieu -:. 

AUT he} 
CF “Ring in 
2016 with us! 


3200 24TH ST @ S. VAN NESS 


415-550-7510 
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The Keystone’s 
porcini Negroni. 


Peter Lawrence Kane 


The Best Meals of 2015 That 
Slipped Through the Cracks 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


I haven’t sat in this particular 
OfficeMax swivel chair for a full year, so 
to write a genuinely comprehensive 
“Best of 2015” list feels somewhere be- 
tween pointless and impossible. Much 
as I would love to check everything off 
three-to-six weeks after it opens, it’s 
just not possible given budget con- 
straints — plus everyone at our scrappy 
lil alt-weekly works punishing hours 
wearing multiple hats. There were many 
great restaurants, especially ones that 
opened before May or so, that I simply 
haven't eaten at yet. (Liholiho Yacht 
Club and Octavia are my most glaring 
omissions; sorry, will fix.) 

But I cover my beat pretty hard. So 
instead of yet another best-of retread 
that will probably overlap with all the 
other best-ofs, here is a different sort 
of list: The Six Best Meals of 2015 
That I Didn’t Already Write About. 
There were many, and not just because 
SFoodie is about the scene generally 
and not a personal catalogue of every- 
thing I ingest. Sometimes, I’m reluc- 
tant to blab about something compli- 
mentary for fear of any appearance of 
a quid pro quo. Other times, I don’t 
feel like annoying the shit out of near- 
by patrons by photographing every 
last dish that comes out, or ignoring 
whichever friend I’m eating with by 
taking scrupulous notes on my phone 
throughout an entire meal. This is 
what fell through the cracks. 


Zarzuela 

On my fourth day at this job, I was hav- 
ing a near-meltdown. Then I went with 
friends to Russian Hill tapas joint 
Zarzuela for the first and thus far only 
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time of my life. It’s magnificent, the 
kind of place that reminds you where 
the small-plates phenomenon came 
from. Entrust yourself to the servers, 
for they will feed you well: patatas 
bravas, pulpo a la gallega, boquerones 
(anchovies) en vinagre. And where else 
are you going to find bites for only 
$4.75? 


Stone's Throw 

At the risk of throwing a pity-party or 
sounding like I toil in a mineshaft ona 
penal asteroid, there is no better exam- 
ple than Stone’s Throw of the flaws of 
chasing new places at the expense of es- 
tablished spots that deserve a little 
more love. This New American restau- 
rant at Green and Hyde streets is pretty 
much fantastic from top to bottom, be 
it squid ink conchiglie pasta, sau- 
sage-stuffed grilled quail, or a crispy- 
skinned ocean trout. The service is 
great, the ambiance is warm, and the 
PB&J donuts approach the sublime. 
Stone’s Throw is the kind of place I 
would bring someone! hope to sleep 
with, but I could also bring my mom, 
who hates everything, knowing she'd 
do fine. 


Roka Akor 

This is not a nine-seat sushi restaurant 
that simply marries the centuries-old 
traditions of robatayaki with a seasonal 
California sensibility. It’s a Vegas Strip- 
like celebration of excess, complete with 
giant barrel-trays of sashimi and uni 
with colored LEDS embedded in the ice. 
(It takes two servers to haul them.) Chef 
Roman Petry’s take on modern Japa- 
nese cuisine wows at all levels, from the 
grade A5 Wagyu beef to the sirloin with 
grilled bone marrow to the king crab. 
Roka Akor was, bar none, the >) p34 
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MONDAY - FRIDAY 2:30 - 5 PM 


HAPPY HOUR © 


kirimachi 
ramen 


HOME OF TOKYO’S GYOKAI 
TONKOTSU AND TSUKEMEN 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 
10:30 AM - 8:00 PM 
SUNDAY 

4:00 - 8:00 PM 


FRESH NOODLES 
MADE DAILY! 


# }=PARKING VALIDATION 
AVAILABLE! 


, = (415) 872-9171 
SAN FRANCISCO KIRIMACHI.COM 


668 HAIGHT SI. (at Pierce St.) 
5 4B- 998-8375 
Aa 


: San Francisco: 


watch with us: pen daily 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING HAPPY HOUR 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS NOON - 7P.M, 


WD csuonces $F ssuecncom  WWW.DANNYCOYLES COM 








HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL 


TueEs-SaT 5PM-9PM 


Choice of: 
Niman Ranch Burger 
or 
Mary’s Fried Chicken 


with a beer on draft 


The Sun’s of Beaches 


Bvery Fri Tpm-10pm 471 Haight Street © (415) 626-3984 
ge , a kates-kitchensf.com 


$93 g PIZZA SLICE 
AND SODA 
. SPECIAL 


PLUS TAX “ONLY ON SELECT OPTIONS 


FEATURING 26 UNIQUE TOPPINGS SUCH AS 
OSTRICH, ALLIGATOR AND KANGAROO 


(415) 861-2525. 


508 CASTRO ST. - WWW. sarerenr COM 


OPEN LATE! SUNDAY - WEDNESDAY TIAM - 12:30AM * THURSDAY - SATURDAY TIAM - 2:30AM 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS 


A San Francisco tradition 
since 1908 and a favorite 
of celebrities, this historic 
restaurant offers great 
steaks and fresh seafood. 


John’s Grill was a setting 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, 
The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room. 


Zagat Rates John’s Grill - #1 Siéakhoute 
in Downtown San Francisdd. 


475) ' =F, 42774 Wai w jon re(srill COT: 
6 54 | Ellis Street between Powell & Stockton 


Come celebrate 
the New Year with 
2FOR 1 MARGARITAS! 


HAYSTACK 


AURANT — 


1 \ TEEN 5) 
COME IN AND 
CHECK OUT OUR 

UNBELIEVABLE 
WINE MENU 


%) ORDER ONLINE 
HAYSTACKPIZZA.COM 


— 3881 24TH ST 


B/T VICKSBURG & SANCHEZ 


LG FT RLOCSHAO- 
415.647.1929 





SON WEEKENDS tues 


COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT& DRINK MUSIC | DECEMBER 31, 2015-JANUARY 6, 2016 | 33 











KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 


VISA 























\ 
Hand Made and Fresh ~) 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum IATT ERALIUGISUCO 
r Dumplinas World Famous 
F = - Original 
Pot Stickers "Irish Coffee" 
| f 
fa ly iD | Mon-Fri 
eet a From 9am 
Pancakes Bb | ia 


Sat-Sun 






TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
win ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com iin 


fy 








Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 





KING OF NOOCDLES 
— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 





Restaurant & Bar 








Silvercloudsf.com 
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2109 Polk 
|] 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


at 





Silver Cloud WAAC | 1994 LOMBARD ST. SAN FRANCISCO 


| Open ( days/week Ilam-Zam 
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The Castro 


Fresh Eats from p32 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 
most decadent meal [ ate all year, so 


much so that it inspired me to volunteer 
at a food bank on Thanksgiving. 


The Keystone 

Although clouded with some bad juju 
over the unceremonious firing of its 
opening chef, Zack Freitas, there’s no 
denying that the Keystone was an im- 
provement over its predecessor, Anna- 
belle’s (although the same family owns 
it). The SoMa restaurant is better than 
most places within spitting distance of 
Union Square, and I will never forget the 
oyster that I had alongside the porcini 
negroni (Beefeater gin, porcini, Cappel- 
letti aperitivo, sweet vermouth, and eu- 
calyptus), easily one of my top three 
favorite cocktails of the year. 


Velo Vino 

While visiting some friends in Napa, I 
put myself in their capable hands. It 
turned out they were better-connected 
in the wine world than I imagined, so 
we ate like kings all weekend. The Clif 
family (of Clif Bar fame) owns a winery 


715 Harrison St 1737 Haight 


333 Bush = 3242 22nd St. 


9-252-1515 = 415-421-0700 415-206-0555 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 





Peter Lawrence Kane 


plus a cycling-themed tasting room just 
outside downtown St. Helena that just 
so happens to have a bruschetta food 
truck stationed curbside six days a 
week. In a classic case of spoiling one’s 
appetite before dinner, we mangia‘d a 
very large, late lunch of porchetta brus- 
chetta and petite syrah. Utterly unpre- 
tentious and delicious. 


Whitechapel 

I didn’t eat here (yet) so it’s not a meal 
per se, but Whitechapel is amazing. Vel- 
vet ropes in the Tenderloin make me 
dry-heave, sure, but this bar is art-di- 
rected within an inch of its life, and I 
wandered around it cooing, drink in 
hand. The trend of reclaimed subway 
tiles hit its apotheosis in this recreation 
of a long-vanished Tube stop seemingly 
sealed off by Transport for London the 
day Jack the Ripper murdered his last 
prostitute. Whitechapel is a gin-drink- 
er’s paradise, and cocktails like the 
Lamplighter’s Story (Plymouth gin, hi- 
biscus, grapefruit marmalade, Serrano 
chile, bitter orange soda, and lemon) 
prove it. Some sinister botanicals thrive 


in the dark. 
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AN ARTISANAL MIDDLE CLASS 


How Oakland 
Spirits Company 
Incubates 

Ideas While 
Distilling Liquor 
By A. K. Carroll 


modest career as a writer in the early ’90s 
to work ona nebulous concept called the 
internet, his mother said it was “the worst 
mistake he'd ever make.” Two decades 
later, she held her tongue when Nelson left 
his successful career as a technology con- 
sultant to pursue a longtime side project: 
making alcohol. That risky move will 
shortly produce the Oakland Spirits Com- 
pany (OsCo), an incubator and distillery in 
the heart of Uptown Oakland. 

Nelson’s winemaking began in 2003 
as a chaotic collaborative undertaking in 
an Oakland garage. Riding out the hard- 
ships of recessions and shifting princi- 
pals, he and partner Bill Bedsworth even- 
tually moved their small operation (Two 
Mile Wines) to the 25th Street Collective 
workspace, alongside other slow-fashion 
and slow-food artisans and vendors. 

“I get blocked creatively when I’m 
just around wine people,’ Nelson says. 
“This is much more multi-disciplinary.” 

Perhaps some of that creativity 
rubbed off, because Nelson is expand- 
ing his vision into the world of craft 
spirits. As an urban winery that’s fairly 
small-scale, Two Mile might struggle 
to stand profitably on its own as a full- 
time business. But when partnered with 
(or bought out by) a spirits producer, 
however, the consolidated company will 
have the potential to thrive. 

“Other people have told me, “You're 
crazy to leave tech’,” Nelson says. “But 
real life goods — spirits in particular — 
are incredibly lucrative if done right.” 

Nelson’s other motivation for de- 
parting the tech universe was a vision 
for the future of education and industry 
in Oakland. He plans to apply what he’s 
learned to manufacturing, to enable 
people to earn a decent living by produc- 
ing something tangible and high-quality. 

“The issue with tech is that it creates 
high-level jobs for people who have 
high-level education,” said Nelson. “Man- 
ufacturing can create great jobs for peo- 
ple who come from a true middle class. 
Kids can aspire to something they can 
actually achieve. Thinking about Oakland 
from a manufacturing and apprentice- 
ship perspective, spirits are really the 
right choice and far more profitable 
[than wine]. They create the opportunity 
for people to earn good wages.” 

In addition to an interest in increas- 
ing trade skills, Nelson is emphatic 
about collaborative innovation. 
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“The spirits world is missing that,” 
he says. “You see it in the wine industry, 
where people crush together and work 
together, but in spirits people are very 
protective. Then they become brand and 
marketing machines.” 

Key to OsCo is this concept of appren- 
ticeship. The distillery will not only pro- 
duce its own line of gin, brandy, vodka, 
amaro, and bourbon under the careful 
oversight of company distiller Tim Lynn, 
but will also give home-distillers and 
newcomers the opportunity to experi- 
ment, collaborate, converse, and create. 

“We have [wine] clients who have an 
interest in moving into producing [spir- 
its],” said Nelson. “That’s really what 
they’re passionate about, but they don't 
know how to get into it. We give them 
the opportunity.” 

Rosa Lynley and Ian McCarthy of 
Sharpshooter Cocktails plan to produce 
eau de vie from apricots, plums, pears, 
and grapes, distilling under the name 
Lynley-McCarthy. Other distillers will 
focus on amaro or vodka, and Nelson is 
particularly jazzed about gin. 





Courtesy of Oakland Spirits Company 


Bill Bedsworth (top) and Adam 
Nelson. 


“T can do really interesting things,” he 
says. “The first product I envisioned was 
a kelp-based one.” 

Nelson draws inspiration from Oak- 
town Spice Shop and forageSF, which 
happens to be opening a co-working 
kitchen space just across the street. “It’s 
a really good collaboration,” he says. 
“The stuff they have is so fresh and 
amazing — inspirational, even. I show 
them what the distillates are like, and 
we go back and forth.” 

In the back of Nelson’s distillery, a 
small cement room houses hundreds of 
herbs and distillations — from seaweed 
and brush sage to coriander seeds and 
juniper leaves. This is his lab, the space 
where many of OsCo’s spirits get their 
start. 

“We work together on recipe devel- 
opment and style,’ Nelson says. “Ideas 
are tested, tasted, and revised until we 
find the heart of the drink.” 

“T think craft has to do with the abil- 
ity for a community and a small food 
ecosystem to be able to make things,” he 
adds. “We work with a complicated set 
of ingredients to produce something for 
ourselves that has experience and skill 


behind it.” 
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WORLD FAMOUS 
SINCE 1938 
77 YEARS OF QUALITY, SERVICE, 
AND SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY! 


$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


DINNER MENU! 
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM! 
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Ltd 
Boom BOOM 
ROOM 


San Francisco's 
Funkiest Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN 'til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S$4 DRAFTS /$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


FRIDAY JAN 1 $15 
Katdelic Dance Party on the ONE 


*KATDELIC* 


(of ‘P Funk Allstars) 
+ *DJ KEVVY* 


SATURDAY JAN 2 $18 ADV 


*GLEN DAVID 
ANDREWS* 


(New Orleans Funk-Brass Superstar) 
+ *THE RIGHT TIME* 
+ *DJ K-OS* 


SUNDAY JAN 3 FREEE PARTY! 


*RETURN OF 
THE CYPHER* 


Freestyle Hip-Hop 


*DJ KEVVY KEV* 
*THE GEMSTONE BAND* 


TUESDAY JAN 5 FREE 
*FUNKKTRONIC* 
*DJ KEVVY KEV* 


WEDNESDAY JAN 6 FREE 


*DR. MOJO* 


(Funk Rock) 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 
(415) 673-8000 


boomboomroom.com 
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Slidin’ Thru Fame 


How “Slide Thru” singer Rayven Justice went from local entertainer to international acclaim. 


By Jessie Schiewe 


Rayven Justice is going back to 
Switzerland. Though the singer was just 
there this summer, he’s flying back for 
more work with the Zurich-based rapper 
Young V, with whom he created the 
still-unreleased track “No More.” Young 
V was so pleased with the results that he 
invited Justice to come back and create 
an accompanying music video. In fact, V 
didn’t just invite him — he paid for Jus- 
tice to come back, with an entourage. So, 
Justice, his business partner, and his 
manager will embark on a trip to what 
the United Nations says is the “happiest” 
country in the world, without coughing 
up a dime. 

For an unsigned 24-year-old from 
East Oakland who got his start hand- 
ing out free CDs on the street, that’s 
kind of a big deal. 

Since high school, Justice, who 
started out in music as a rapper 
under the name Fresh Kid RJ, has 
been churning out slightly raunchy, 
uptempo R&B songs. One of the first 
tracks he remembers dropping was a 
Southern rap-influenced slap called 
“In My Polo.” Despite the nascent 
quality of the song — he had only 
been making music for about a year at 
that point, vacillating between singing 
and rapping — “In My Polo” hinted at 
the sexy, club-y vibe that would later 
become one of the defining marks of 
his music. 

Like Chris Brown — who he claims 
as his favorite artist — Justice has 
a high-pitched voice that works well 
with love ballads, party songs, and 
slow jams. He says he’s drawn to 
upbeat, energetic jams because they 
reflect his personality (“I like to dance 
and have fun”). As for the mature con- 
tent of his songs — well, that’s also a 
reflection of who he is (“I’m definitely 
a ladies’ man”). And though he’s by no 
means the only R&B singer to come 
out of Oakland, he’s making a national 
name for himself with his proclivity 
for sexually oriented, dance-inducing 
songs. 

While in high school, Justice 
dropped two mixtapes, both simple 
productions that he gave away for free, 
he says, “because I wanted my music to 
spread faster.” Music became his sole 
focus in 2010 when, after his younger 
brother was shot and killed walking 
home from school, Justice dropped out 
of high school and quit his retail job at 
Abercrombie and Fitch. 

Even though he “wasn't really pop- 
ping yet,” he continued making music 
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and dropped his third mixtape, Some- 
thing About Rayven 2. Around 2011, 

he also made the career-changing 
decision to ditch rapping and pursue 
singing instead — based on a recom- 
mendation from a friend on MySpace 
(whose “opinion actually mattered,” he 
said recently). 

His first local hit was 2011’s “Settle 
For Less,” a dance-influenced R&B 
track recorded over the instrumentals 
of the Tupac hit “Keep Ya Head Up.” 
To get this track out, Justice relied on 
Facebook. “I would just tag everybody 
in it and post it on everybody’s page 
every day,’ he says. It worked; buzz for 
the track started to build and people 
began reposting the link and adding it 
to mixtapes. DJ Amen even premiered 
the song on KMEL. While it didn’t go 
viral nationally, “Settle For Less” be- 
came a Bay Area sensation, so much so 
that people started recognizing Justice 
out in public. 

This was when Justice realized 
he was on to something. His music 
was being heard all over the Bay, and 
there was a demand for more. He 
briefly linked up with fellow Oakland 
rapper Kafani, signing to his label and 
collaborating with him on the 2011 
mixtape Both Sides of the Track. “I was 


on the radio a lot more after that,” he 
says, citing the tracks “Grabbing On 
My Zipper” and “Knock ‘Em Down” as 
popular favorites. 

Kafani and Justice parted ways 
about a year into their partnership 
— acrimoniously; “Me and him aren't 
cool,” Justice says today — and Justice 
found himself once again working solo. 
Little did he know that he was about to 
create his biggest hit yet: 2013's catchy, 
piano-laced anthem, “Slide Thru.” The 
track, which Justice describes as his 
own particular “R&Bay” genre, got na- 
tional attention from various hip-hop 
websites and was remixed by Atlanta 
rappers Waka Flockka Flame and 
Migos. “Slide Thru” anchored Justice’s 
first official, for-profit album, 2014’s I 
Have A Dream, a Bay-centric project lit- 
tered with features from local artists, 
like Sage the Gemini, John Hart, Kool 
John, and IAMSU! 

In early 2015, Justice topped “Slide 
Thru” with the even more infectious 
and bouncy banger “Hit Or Nah.” A 
remix that includes verses from rapper 
French Montana and Oakland song- 
stress Keyshia Cole, spread farther and 
faster than its predecessor — and, to 
date, has amassed more than 1 million 
plays on Spotify. 
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Slide Thru’ never made it past the 
Bay Area,” Justice says, “but when I 
put out ‘Hit Or Nah,’ that song got 
played in the Bay, L.A., Chicago, At- 
lanta, and everywhere else.” This past 
summer, he even went on tour in Ger- 
many because of the song’s immense 
popularity there. 

“Hit Or Nah” popped up on 
Justice’s most recent mixtape, The 
Cassette Playlist, along with a slew 
of other playful, 808-heavy songs 
like “Goonin” and the more explicit, 
“Mouth Piece.” His sixth mixtape, Do 
It Justice, will drop at the end of Janu- 
ary and, in addition to new works, will 
feature many of the songs that Jus- 
tice wasn’t able to fit on The Cassette 
Playlist. “It’s just some random stuff 
I put together,” he says, adding that 
there will be more “slow stuff and love 
songs’ than you'd normally find ona 
Ravyen Justice mixtape. 

The upcoming project will appeal 
to broad audiences, he says, because 
“[his] music is for everyone that wants 
to have fun and have a good time.” But 
there are some people, he admits, that 
it’s not appropriate for. “I definitely 
don’t play it for my grandparents. But 
my mom is pretty cool, so I’ve played 
all my music for her.” 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Ring In The 
New Year 


By Chris Zaldua 


It’s official: Honey Soundsystem 
has made it. What began as an effort to 
lift the Castro’s gay club scene out of the 
mire of Top 40s tedium has become a leg- 
endary Sunday night weekly party, fea- 
turing guests from all throughout the 
house and techno underground. Their 
New Year’s Eve bashes have become 
something of an annual tradition, and 
this time around, all four Honey boys are 
back in San Francisco with an assortment 
of selectors from the “new gay American 
underground” — also known as some of 
America’s best DJs, working to reconnect 
dance music with its queer roots. 

The guests in question come to our 
fair city from all across the country, 
with a strong Midwestern focus: Harry 
Cross and Jacob Meehan come from 
Chicago, where they run and DJ the 
“sleazy underground” party Men’s 
Room; Jason Kendig, Honey resident, 
recently relocated to Chicago; and 
Carlos Souffront, who is based in San 
Francisco, hails from Detroit. The East 
Coast is well-represented, too, courtesy 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Club Lonely New Year's Eve at Club OMG, 
10 p.m.-4 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 31. $10 be- 
fore 11:30 p.m., $20 after; clubomgsf.com 
As the boys of Club Lonely put it, prepare 
for their “final tragedy of 2015." If you hav- 
en't encountered them at one of their many 
parties of 2015, Club Lonely is the new col- 
lective nom de féte for three talented San 
Francisco selectors: DJ Primo, the hardest 
working DJ in the city; Vin Sol, producer of 
hard-hitting drum tracks and ghetto-house 
extraordinaire; and Jeremy Castillo, a 
young DJ with a taste for freestyle and 
hard-hitting house. They're coming to- 
gether to host a sleazy New Year's Eve party 
at their usual spot, Club OMG, a divey club 
on 6th St. with stiff drinks and an intimate, 
easily packed dancefloor with a psychedelic 
dome lurking overhead. The soundtrack - 
much like the party's vibe and crowd - will 
be queer-leaning, house- and techno-cen- 
tric, and more than a bit raunchy. If you're 
feeling cheap and easy on NYE, Club Lonely 
is for you. 


Simian Mobile Disco (DJ set) and Jay Trip- 
wire at Public Works, 9 p.m.-4 a.m. Thurs- 
day, Dec. 31. $45-$60; publicsf.com. 
Simian Mobile Disco occupy a rare place in 
electronic music - they've achieved main- 
stream success but have managed to main- 
tain underground cred, too. The duo's 
career began with the now-defunct U.K. 
band Simian, who launched at the turn of 
the century, capitalizing on indie rock's 
Steadily rising infatuation with electronic 
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of Ryan Smith, ambassador of New York 
City duo Wrecked, and Aaron Clark, 
promoter and resident DJ at Honcho, 
the notorious Pittsburgh after-hours 
party-cum-gay bath-house (or so says 
VICE). Honey residents — Kendig, plus 
Jackie House, Josh Cheon, and Bézier 
— are also on deck duty. 

There isn’t quite a unifying sound 
here — you're just as likely to hear vin- 
tage disco, tacky diva house, or classic 
Detroit deep house as you are to hear 
jacking techno, EBM and industrial. In 
fact, the overarching theme of Honey’s 
parties is pride — in their queer iden- 
tity, certainly, but more importantly, 
in dance music, specifically American 
dance music, and all its storied histo- 
ries, traditions, scenes, and sounds. 


sounds and music (think Radiohead's Kid A). 
James Ford and James Shaw (responsible 
for drums and keyboard, respectively) be- 
gan DJing parties while the band was tour- 
ing, and hence the Mobile Disco was born. 
Their debut album, released in 2007, was 
essentially a collection of electro-house 
pop songs. Seven years later, their latest, 
Whorl, features numerous beatless modular 
synth experiments, and the pop trappings 
have all but disappeared. They're serious 
DJs, and they have excellent taste, ringing 
in the New Year with the finest in modern 
techno and house. Meanwhile, Vancouver's 
Jay Tripwire, innovator of the West Coast 
tech-house sound, takes over upstairs. 


It’s A New Day Block Party feat. Dusky, 
DJ Harvey, and more at Mighty, 6 a.m.-3 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 1. $20 before 12 p.m.; 
$25+ after; mighty119.com. 

It's anew year and a New Day at Mighty, as 
a Slew of Bay Area party promoters and 
crews have come together to throw a colos- 
Sal 21-hour indoor-outdoor block party, fea- 
turing British duo Dusky, the legendary DJ 
Harvey, and San Francisco rising star J. 
Phlip. They're joined by a slew of local DJs, 
including the Housepitality crew, who kick 
things off at 6 a.m., afterparty-style, inside 
Mighty. At 10 a.m., the party moves outside, 
featuring big soundsystems, food trucks, 
and ample seating for the day revellers. DJs 
from Green Gorilla Lounge, Pink Mammoth, 
and Sunset Sound System will be selecting 
tunes, so expect a friendly, house- and dis- 
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Attending a Honey Soundsystem party 
feels like signing your name on a love 
letter addressed to American dance mu- 
sic, and that’s why they’re like no other. 
Last but not least, Honey Soundsys- 
tem’s production values have always 
been off the charts, especially in terms 
of visuals, and this NYE bash looks to 
up the ante beyond anything they’ve 
done yet. Plus, the party runs till 6 
a.m. If excellent music and a dancefloor 
that’s crowded, sweaty, and respectful 
is what you're after this New Year's Eve, 
Honey is right for you. 


Honey Soundsystem 
New Year’s Eve Bash 
at Mighty, 9 p.m.-6 a.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 31. $30-$40; mighty119.com. 


co-heavy vibe, with celebration in mind. Af- 
ter 9 p.m., the party moves back inside 
Mighty (and its adjoined side venue, Venue 
550) to showcase Dusky’s U.K. bass-flavored 
progressive house, J. Phlip's playful tech- 
house, and Harvey's cosmic disco-slash- 
acid techno-slash-everything else 
approach. 


The Shuffle Co-Op New Year's Day with 
Ed Davenport, Yooj, and more at F8, 4 
p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, January 1. $10-$20; 
feightsf.com. 

If you're sensing a theme in this column, it's 
that the New Year is all about throwing mar- 
athon-length ragers - too much is never 
enough to bring good tidings for 2016. And 
if techno is what interests you, The Shuffle 
Co-Op has you covered, featuring an ex- 
tended DJ set from Ed Davenport (aka In- 
land), the Berlin-based artist who operates 
the revitalized Infrastructure New York re- 
cord label with Sandwell District's Function. 
Davenport's early work was very much a re- 
flection of the mid-aughts’ minimal craze, 
but since his move to Berlin in 2008, he's 
been steadily incorporating the heavier, 
muscular leanings of contemporary Euro- 
pean techno into his sound, balancing it out 
with playful selections of deep house and 
even the occasional disco edit. Another 
Berliner, Yooj, will also be DJing, bringing 
tech-house vibes. Last but not least, there 
will be many talented local selectors, in- 
cluding special guest Vin Sol, backed up by 
Shuffle Co-Op residents. 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT - APECONCERTS.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTSF 


: | DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 


THU, DEC 31). 
NEW YEAR:S.E /E 


THU, JAN 7 ] 
GOODNIGHT, TEXAS © 


WHISKEY SHIVERS 


” FRI, JAN 15 


“LANGHORNE SLIM.& THE LAW 


SAWYER FREDERICKS 


SAT, JAN 16 
HALF MOON RUN all 


FRI, JAN 29 & SAT, JAN 30 


TUE, JAN 19 TWO NIGHTS! 
THE SOUL REBELS 


VANESSA CARLTON 
SKYE STEELE 


WED, FEB 3 

WED, JAN 20 stA\(@) 
FRI, FEB 5 & SAT FEB 6 

CAR SEAT HEADREST Suny 


THU, JAN 21 


D.R.AM. 
ABRA 


SAT, JAN 23 


CHICANO BATMAN 


TUUANA PANTHERS, 
THE YOUNG ELDERS 


TUE, JAN 26 LE YOUTH 
COMEDY NIGHT AT THE INDY Siaies 

THU, FEB 18 & FRI, FEB 19 
JERMAINE FOWLER TON (ClaIES 
THU, JAN 28 THE NEW 


FUTUREBIRDS MASTERSOUNDS 


EARPHUNK 


THE MOTET 
SOPHISTAFUNK 


WED, FEB 10 


2ND SHOW ADDED 
BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


THE KNOCKS 
CARDIKNOX, SOFI TUKKER 


SAT, FEB 13 


628 DIVISADERO ST. AT HAYES, SAN FRANCISCO / TICKETS: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 


OR AT BOX OFFICE, MONDAY - FRIDAY 11AM - 6PM (10 PM ON SHOW NIGHTS) 
INFO: 415.771.1421 / ALL SHOWS 21+ / GENERAL ADMISSION / VERY LIMITED SEATING 
PAID PARKING LOT : PANHANDLE PARKING ON BAKER BETWEEN FELL & OAK 


@INDYSF He THEINDEPENDENTSF 
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ELBO ROOM 1S LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW. BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31.9 PM 
$10°AD¥-/$20- DOOR 


NEW YES. EE BASH 


QuEeR DANCE PARTY 
WITH DJS 
ANDRE, JIBBZ;- EADY: FINGAZ 
IND-SPECIME PERFORMANCE BY 


KIME LUNDIE 
HOSTED BY AL 5 


BASSTOWN: 
CLASSIC RAP HP HOP 


SATURDAY: a i JANRY.2 0.10 PM 
spn ANS'SOUL ASS 


LUEKY. TAL PAUL 
IND Seige OSWALD 


WEDNESDAY, 7 
FREE ASB 


BERNIE N BAB) 3 DANCE PARTY 


THURSDAY, JANUARY. 7: SPM: ; BEFORE 1:PM/S8 AFTER 


FREE ASSOCIATION: oF PRESENTS 
P> THAT! 
BOOTY BASS: PIZZA PARTY 
WITH DIS 
STO ‘cnicen, 


FRI.1/8 DUE WI SION: JAHDAN 
BLAKKAMOORE,: RELIC SECURE, DJ SEP 
SAT 1/9 TORMENTA TROPICAL 
TUE 1/12: BOMBSHELL BETTY 
WED V3: COMMUNE 
THU: 1214 RAMLER 
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Make-Out Room 
~~, 


THURS DEC 31 8:30PM $20 ADV/ $25 DOOR 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 
NEW YEAR'S EVE BALL 


FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
e PARTY FAVORS ¢ BALLOON DROP « 

¢ CHAMPAGNE TOAST @ MIDNIGHT! « 
BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


FRI JAN 1 9PM $5 TILL 11PM 


PRETTY GRITTY 
DJS OZ (AFROLICIOUS) & TOM THUMP 
PRETTY © ELECTRIC, MELODIC, SPACEY 
GRITTY © RAW, BIG BEAT, SLEAZY + AFRO - 
ELECTRO - BOOGIE - NEW WAVE 


SAT JAN 2 6PM FREE 


DJ SETH SUTTON HAPPY HOURS 


POST PUNK, MINIMAL SYNTH, AFROBEAT! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, 
SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN JAN 3 10PM FREE 


DIMENSION 
W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON JAN 4 7:30PM FREE 


MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
RENT ROMUS’ LORDS OF OUTLAND 
NATHAN CLEVENGER’S ELECTIVE INFINITIES 

EXPLORING MILES! 


TUES JAN 5 6:30PM FREE 


ARCHIVE FEVER! 
HAPPY HOURS WITH DJ ANDY! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED JAN 6 9:30PM FREE 


THE WHIP 
DICE NIGHT W/ DJ SIKK LAFFTER 
& TENDER LLOYD 
STRANGE HOUSE & COSMIC DISCO, GIRL 
GROUP BUMPS & WEIRDO HUMPS! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 


415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 





LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar@sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY 12/31 


ROCK 


Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 


The Stone Foxes and Tumbleweed Wanderers, 





CONCERTS 
THURSDAY 12/31 


Chet Faker: W/ Marcus Marr and more, 9 
p.m., $140-$185. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, 


San Francisco, 625-8880. 


The Decemberists: W/ Thao and The Get Down 
Stay Down., 9 p.m., $60-$95. The Masonic, 
Til] California, San Francisco, 877-598-8497. 

Mayer Hawthorne: W/ Peanut Butter Wolf., 


8 p.m., $135, www.apeconcerts.com/ 
event/1010023-mayer-hawthorne-san- 
francisco/. The Independent, 628 Di- 
visadero, San Francisco, 771-1420. 

Patti Smith & Her Band: 9 p.m., $75 advance. 
The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco, 
346-6000. 

Primus: A Pork Soda New Year's Eve: 9:30 


w/ Coo Coo Birds, 9 p.m., $40. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
441-2922. ‘'Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus 
Station John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“My So-Called Night,’ ‘90s dance party with 
VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 9 p.m.., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident DJs 
Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 9 p.m., 
free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. "Class of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve 


Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 


p.m., $65.00. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 

Shannon & the Clams: W/ Sonny & the 
Sunsets, 9 p.m., $40. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
885-0750. 

Slightly Stoopid: W/ Karl Denson’s Tiny 
Universe, 9:30 p.m., $67.50-$82.50. War- 
field Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco, 
345-0900. 

Streets of San Francisco New Years Eve: W/ 
Girl Talk, Too Short, Amp Live and more,, 
9 p.m.-2 a.m., $140-$400, streetsofsfnye. 
com. Fort Mason, Fort Mason, San Fran- 
cisco, 345-7500. 


FRIDAY 1/1 
Dumpstaphunk: W/ Vokab Kompany and 
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9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www. 
facebook.com/pages/Thursday-nights-at- 
Cat-Club/191272240888168. 
The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“X0,""10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/PartyXO. 
Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
421-8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 
5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF. 
fm DJs spina variety of tunes including indie 
rock, garage, electronic music, and more., 9 
p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“H#Homo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 


1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 


Chet Faker performs 
on Thursday, Dec. 31, 
at Mezzanine. 


Anastasia Muna 


7 Come 11, 9 p.m., $26. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
885-0750. 


Rancid: W/ The English Beat, The Interrupters, 


8 p.m., $28-$45. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco, 345-0900. 


SATURDAY 1/2 


The Easy Leaves: Western Winter Formal 


IV: W/ The Vivants and DJ Golden Gram, 9 
p.m., $15. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 
Paris: W/ Locksmith and Equipto, 8 p.m., 
$22.00 - $46.95. Slim's, 333 1ith St., San 
Francisco, 255-0333. 
Rancid: W/ The English Beat, The Interrupters, 
8 p.m., $28-$45. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco, 345-0900. 
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facebook.com/1999sf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978-9942. 
“Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with 
RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
“Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & Landol, 
10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
621-9294. “Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAn- 
droid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, 
and Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 


peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
648-1047. Bluegrass & Old-Time Music Jam 
Session, Last Thursday of every month, 8 
p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 
831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 
Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-866/. Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 


Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San 
Francisco, 646-0018. Flamenco Fusion World 
Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583. New Year's Eve with Mr. Sipp, 8 
& 11 p.m., $70. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 
p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 

DJ 


Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco, 932-0955. 
Public Works Presents NYE 2016, w/ Simian 
Mobile Disco, Jay Tripwire, Matt Hubert, and 
more., 9 p.m., $20-$60, publicsf.com/events/ 


public-works-presents-simian-mobile-disco- 
MEZZANINE 
444 JESSIE STREET 


THURS DEC 31 - SPM 


CHET FARER 
DAM-FUNK 


MARCUS MARR 


) .)> DIMOND SAINTS 

) — LUPE FIASCO 

» ” EATS EVERYTHING 

) * PRINCESS oF seICHEST 
+ JESS GLYNN 

6 JUNIOR BOYS 


WEZZAANOMESE COM | 415.625.6880 | 21¢ 
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TODD RUNDGREN 





A Very He einber Evening 


THE DECEMBERISTS 





NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
With rpes ial dues! 
THAO.A& THE GET DOWN STAY DOWN 


= 
x a 
eT ——EEEEEEEE 


—_»THEe, 


“FILLMORE 


CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


JANUARY 20 & 21 
1BIOLO) SEs) 5 (0) ON SERED 


JOSH RITTER & 
THE ROYAL CITY BAND 


ELEPHANT REVIVAL 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 $42.50 


BILL GRAHAM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION PRESENTS 
BILL GRAHAM‘S 85TH BIRTHDAY BASH 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


JD McPHERSON 


HONEYHONEY 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $36.50 


BIG HEAD TODD & 
THE MONSTERS 


MIKE DOUGHTY 


JANUARY 18 & 19 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $27.00 


TY SEGALL & 
THE MUGGERS 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 


JANUARY 22 & 23 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $27.50 


THE WOOD BROTHERS 


HY Ait 3 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $22.50 


THE ADICTS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $20.00 


DAN DEACON 


AL Ce OL 


7 , Ro 
CHEAP PETE’S encys| : 
frame factory outlet LAGUNE TAS, ve sae ia Cl Tt | 
Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. “Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 


ticketmaster.com 
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FEATURING: PLINY THE ELDER...ALL DAY, EVERYDAY 
KITCHEN OPEN MON - SAT AT 5:00 PM 


OPEN 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
FOR ALL YOUR 
DRINKING NEEDS 


13 §CHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

MOJITO MONDAYS 

$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY 

AND ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 


11 PM TO 2 AM 
$1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


6 TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 

VT — WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT 

ALL NIGHT LONG 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


Z3bb6 MISSIUN $ 
IBIWN. ISTH & 20TH) 
419.824.7729 

7ootsuitstore.con 


Me) WW >i i} | r 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 
%& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
~% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 















gp HURSDAY 12/31 
HAPPY NEW YEAR’S! 


CLOSED FOR A PRIVATE EVENT 
FRIDAY 1/1 


a 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
SATURDAY 1/2 


SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER DANCE KARAOKE 


— TUESDAY 1/5 
- HAPPY HOUR PRICES ALL NIGHT 
WEDNESDAY 1/6 
LIVE EVENT TRIVIA 7:30 PM 


« 


MUSIC/COCKTAILS/POOL 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 


» RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM 
SaBOR FUTURE EVENTS 
PrAPPY HOUR DRINK SPECIALS 

TUES THRU SAT 5-9 PM 
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dj-set-jay-tripwire-nye-2016-13598. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco, 
255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6- 


$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


FUNK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551- 
5157. Con Brio, w/ Bayonics., 9 p.m., $20 


advance, $22 at door. 
FRIDAY 1/1 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. Body and Soul, 10 


p.m., Free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Manimal," 9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. “Boy Bar,’ 9 p.m., $5, guspresents.com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
“Strangelove,” New Wave, industrial, goth, 


and gloomy ‘80s with DJ Tomas Diablo, first 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~- BEER 


PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 


OPEN NOON» 2 AM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
HAPPY HOUR 
M-F 12 NOON ® 7 PM 


4 
oo 
he 
a 


UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


—_—— 


eeemmnl”l el Ldl,l—™hee 


510 LARKIN at turk 
the tenderloin 


415 926 8118 
boozeland< 
emperornortons.com 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 





Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 
before 10 p.m.), strangelovesf.com. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“F.T.S.: For the Story,” 10 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Flight Fridays," 10 p.m., $20. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. “Dirty Rotten Dance Party,” 
w/ Kapi0 Harris, Shane King, guests, first 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Oasis: 298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
“Polyglamorous,”’ first Friday of every month, 
10 p.m., $7-$10. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 825-0338. 
“OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark 
Andrus. Free before 11pm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
$10, 431-1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www. 
ravenbarsf.com/. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Vittles,” w/ DJ Bulldog Mike, first 
Friday of every month, 8 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558- 
8521. “Soul Funky," w/ resident DJ Kevin 
Garcia, first Friday of every month, 7-10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/soulfunkysf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978-9942. 
“Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552- 
7788. “‘Basstown," w/ DJ Special Lord B, first 


£ Ka 

3&5 Club 
nS COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANDSOO 
1475] 474-0065 | WAW GIMBOSISSOLUB COM 


FRIDAY JAN 22 *525*21 4 UP 


PRIDE & JOY 


FRIDAY MAW 29 *S522*21 4 UP 


FOREVERLAND 


THE JEAN GEWIES 
FRI FEB 12 & SAT FEB 13+525+*21 4 UP 


TAINTED LOVE 


LEF DEPPARD 
FRIDAY FEB 26+ $23+21 4 UP 


Sd i 
DIAMOND 


THE BUD E. LUV BIG BAND 


POTD SESUICE AVOLLAGLE OT OL. SO0CWS + 2 OTE 
PVPS, COPEL UTED SET TE ARE THE OLE 


VF LOGMAPY + DORETS COLNE. WW BPE ESL Oe 


AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-476 0365 car 18 


EAT& DRINK MUSIC 


Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
“Elevate,” w/ DJ Zita, first Friday of every 


month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San 
Francisco, 437-0100. “Breakfast with Enzo,” 
w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www.enzogarcia. 


com. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 648- 
1047. The Emergency Ensemble, first Friday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733. Don Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, 
first Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 
suggested donation per adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 
386-3330. John Kalleen Group, first Friday 
of every month, 7 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Lavay Smith & Her Skillet Lickin’ 
Soultet, first Friday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 552-6066. Conscious Contact, first 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco, 441-4099. 
Wrapped in Plastic, first Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 616-6916. Black Market Jazz 
Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 


Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
550-8286. ‘Dance Fridays,’ weekly salsa 
& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


DanceSalsaOnFriday. 
BLUES 
LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, 701-1300. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Friday Night Blues, weekly blues dance 
lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., $11-$15, sun- 
downblues.com/friday-night-blues.html. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Lisa Kindred, first Friday of every 
month, 4 p.m.; Lonnie’s Eggs, first Friday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. 
Jinx Jones & The KingTones, first Friday of 


every month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. Swoop Unit, first Friday of every month, 
6 p.m., $3-$5. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 
551-5157. Zongo Junction and Makeunder, 
9 p.m., $18 adv. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for Dance 
People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-6994. “Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, 
Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, first Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5, www.facebook.com/ 
groups/39432821853. 


SATURDAY 1/2 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. Speakeasy, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, first 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $8, www. 
popscene-sf.com. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
626-1409. “Bootie S.F.," 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
bootiesf.com. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325. 
“Hard French," w/ DJs Carnita & Brown Amy, 
first Saturday of every month, 2 p.m., $7, 
hardfrench.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Fran- 


cisco. “Empire Ballroom,’ 9 p.m., $20 before 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 646- 
0999. “Ibiza Day Club,” 2 p.m., ibizadayclub. 
com; “Rel8," first Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. “The Prince & Michael 
Experience,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, first Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $5, www.bombhiphop. 
com/PvsM.html. 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS - Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 
OPEN MON-SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


FRIDAY, 1/1 
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SUNDAY, 1/3 - 4PM - FREE 


SUNDAY, 1/10 - 4PM - FREE 


eevee ececee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee eee eee ee eee 


SATURDAY, 1/16 - 9PM - $12 


Ce e ) 


SUNDAY, 1/17 - 4PM - FREE 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 


1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. ‘'Spitroast,” first Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863- 
6623. “Go Bang!," w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, 
Steve Fabus, Prince Wolf, and guests, first 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10 (free 
before 10 p.m.), gobangsf.com. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Push the Feeling,” w/ residents Yr 
Skull & Kevin Meenan, first Saturday of every 


month, 9 p.m., facebook.com/pushthefeeling. 
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HIP-HOP 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Perfect Saturdays,” w/ DJs Beat Thoz 
& MoMix, 10 p.m. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
885-4074. “Candy Rain,” first and third 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $3. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
“'N.E.W.: Never Ending Weekend,” w/ DJ Jerry 
Ross, first Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
free before 11 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558- 


DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


FRII/ & SAT 1/2 8PM $27 ADV / $32 DOOR 


AEWERNEENa ary 


SUN I/3 7PM 312 ADV / S15 DOOR 
‘BONGO LOVE Fromzimenswe © 


WED 1/6 7PM SI7 ADV / $20 DOOR 


‘THE FAUR EN M URPHY BAND) 


FRI 1/8 8PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


(CHUCK PROPHET sho THE mission Exeness 
SUN 1/10 7PM $20 ADV / $25 DOOR 


EMBERS OF DEF LEPPARD & ee 


THURS 147 7PM oF ADV | $25 DOOR 

“ATASH iwaeoSiinnineorio music FROM AUSTIN TX. 

FRI 1/15 8PM $27 ADV / $30 DOOR 

[EO NOCENTEL IENC 

LE ENTELLI EAI atone 

RREL | 

ADIST OF PARLIAME uc 

SAT (/16 8PM $19 ADV I $22 icy 


HARRISON'STA 
(OF GROUNDATION 
HEPROFESSORCR RE Li 


a (/18 7PM $15 ADV / $18 DOOR 


JOHN KADLECIKSOLO 
urine JOHN KADLECIK OF FURTHUR 
AND DARK STARORCHESTRA 


TUES 1/19 7PM $18 ADV / $20 DOOR 


rapa F Hlth CONT Rss 


WED 1/20 7PM $12 
MARTY O'REILLY & THE OLD 


POUL OR GHE RT RA wi 
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THE WARFIELD 


SISSSSSASSSSSASSASSSSSSS SSSI 


RANCID 


OFF! :p&r 


(JAN 2 ONLY) 


THENTERRUPTERS cavie2 


JANUARY 1 & 2 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY! 


WILLIAM SHATNER 
SHATNER’S WORLD 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
: 982 MARKET STREET : 
* WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM: 


THE REGENCY BALLROOM 


WADA adadaaaaaaaaaaadsadaaa- 


DECEMBER 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
TONIGHT! 


} 
JANUARY 10 


|={e} {Cc} 10] 0) 
HABSTRACT |p} =e} -7.\ 


JANUARY 15 JANUARY 30 


STEEL PANTHER BONE THUGS- 
MPN) | =a gece) N-HARMONY 


JANUARY 16 JANUARY 31 


=> (er -}[e} 
FIGURE ¢ BEAR GRILLZ 


JANUARY 29 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 


SNAILS 


(SF 
MAILE) Get tickets at QYXS.co 
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8521. “Golden Era,” w/ Ren the Vinyl Archae- 
ologist, first Saturday of every month, 10 


p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.), trueskool.com. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
151-1122. “Americana Jukebox,’ first Saturday 
of every month, 9 p.m., $6-$10, shelbyash- 


presents.net. 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


THURSDAY 12/31 
» SATURDAY 1/2 


GREG 
PROOPS 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733. The Smith Dobson Quartet, first 
Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 

cisco, 440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert 


The Beet Conde Chad it The UT! 


TUESAY 1 


JUSTIN HARRISON 


DOE GET COL"! 


Welhrsaay 1/6 . HORST 17? 


KEVIN CAMIA 


PLN COMED? CPE Rai! 


ery 1/8. ay 9 


SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN 


WIP MYCE MAYE ASD MAN VLA eT! 


ODA 1/8. SATU 1/5 


SF SKETCHFEST DOZEN 


WITP Dot DEROA AND ICE CRED 


UN ber V/ 10 


STANDUP SHOWS! oe Ti 


AT MARE CALLED AND 48) CORLA! 


UPSTAIRS AT 444 BATTERY STREET + 18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


TRS DAY 1/7 


SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
We STEVE SOFSTETTER! 
PRiDAY 1a 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
PUT YOUR HANDS TOGETHER 


WITH CARERON ESPOSIO 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


THURSDAY 12/31 


COMEDY 
COUNTDOWN 


WITH CHAD DANPELS, LAURIE KILMARTIN, 


PREDAY 1/8 
SF SHETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
ULTIMATE CROWD WORK SHOW 


WITH TODO S002) AND GG LEY CREO! 


SATURDAY 19 
SF SKETCHFEST PRESENTS: 
UHH YEAH DUDE 


UWE PODCAST! 


DRENNON DAVIS & KAREN KILGARIFF. JACOB SIROF 
SCOTT CAPURRO, KEVIN AVERY & TONY CAMIN! 


SATURDAY 1/2 - SUNDAY 1/3 


JAMIE KENNEDY 4 
j 


FROM SCREAM AND 


THE JAMIE KENNEDY EXPERIMENT! 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) © 18 & OVER © 2 DRINK MINIMUM 


ticketmaster 





is Per persce®. Ali Tecehets as 


fe 
Aint Cmbry 


tie tj 2 ig s 


fwsrtpes 





Live MATSON | 


42 


DECEMBER 31, 2015-JANUARY 6, 2016 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY 


Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 
991-1015. ‘Pura,’ 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for tango 
lesson (free dance after 1p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 392- 
6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 


4 


“a 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “El SuperRitmo,"” w/ DJs Roger 
Mas & EI Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 p.m., 
facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 
Space-550/216021538521870. 


BLUES 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 648- 
1047. Blind Lemon Pledge, first Saturday of 
every month, 7 p.m., free. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 


. " 
, A 


4 We > 


THE - GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE ae 


> - 


‘NYE DO-OVER PARTY! 


DID HIGH EXPECTATIONS 
BRING YOU DOWN? 
RING IN THE NEW YEAR 
ALL OVER AGAIN ... 
ONLY THIS TIME, 

DO IT RIGHT! 


SPECIAL GUEST FROM NYC: 


11PM: BURLESQUE SHOW 


HUBBA HUBBA 


REVUE 
with EMCEE KINGFISH 


ALSO IN THE MAIN ROOM: 


MYSTERIOUS D 
FAROFF 


ANOTHER 
MIDNIGHT 
COUNTDOWN 
& BALLOON 
DROP! 


aS 


Sneet 
LOBSTERDUST PARTY KILLERS 


nis: PARTY BEN « MYKILL 


ABOVE: 
LAS BAYGAS 


DJs: AJAX, TURNSTYLZ, LORENZO 


DAZZLE ROOM: 


DAMN GINA! 


DJ FOX & KOOL KARLO 


SATURDAY JANUARY 2 


FOUR ROOMS ~- ONE PRICE! 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF 
SP NW-AFTERHOURS $10 BEFORE 
SHOP THE LINE! $15 ADWANCE TIX @ DNAL 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs 





t+ wi ID 
‘OPM BOOTIESECOM 
TUNGE.COM 


TD TRE FIRST 100 PEDPLE 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT & DRINK 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. The Jukes, first Saturday of every 
month, 4 p.m.; Daniel Castro, first Saturday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552- 
7788. “Saturday Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs 
Lucky, Phengren Oswald, and Paul Paul, first 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10 ($5 in 
formal attire). 


SUNDAY 1/3 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. Sweet Talk, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441-5678. 
“Replay Sundays,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 863- 
4027. Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552- 
1788. “Dub Mission,” Sunday night excursions 
into the echo-drenched outer realms of dub 
with resident DJ Sep and guests, 9 p.m., $6 
(free before 9:30 p.m.), dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 646- 
0999. “Sundaze,"’ 1p.m., free before 3 p.m; 
“BoomBox,” first Sunday of every month, 
8 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and 
guests, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-6994. “Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
BounceSundays. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Time Machine," w/ DJ Rotten Robbie, 
first Sunday of every month, 6 p.m., $5 
after 7 p.m. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 673-8000. ‘Return of the Cypher,” 
9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando! 
& Natural, 10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282-3325. 
“Swagger Like Us,” w/ resident DJs davO & 
boy_friend, first Sunday of every month, 2 


p.m., Swaggersf.com. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 
The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 
4 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
751-1122. Seisidn, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. The Hot Baked Goods, first Sunday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free; Kally Price Old 
Blues & Jazz Band, first Sunday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649- 
6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 6 
p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Bill “Doc’’ Webster & 
Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, Danny Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 


p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 
The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551- 

5157. Barrio Manouche, 8 p.m., Free. 
Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 
5160. “Spill the Wine,” w/ DJs Vinnie Esparza, 


Guillermo, and Slopoke, first Sunday of every 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


month, 5 p.m., free, www.popssf.com/. 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 
Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 974-0905. The Flamenco 
Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, first 


- NOD INTIS IS | 
101 6TH STREET 








SOLID GOLD JACUZZI NEW YEARS EVE 2016: 


THUGFUCKER 
NAVIDAD Ans te © SIRO TAN DS, 
MOZHGAN / BENAMIN K + MANY MORE 


/ 


Lilc7-Wy [eo], Bye]. 








KING MOST 


AKO) NAN Al OCA aE 


a 


OLIVIER GIACOMOTTO 


SHINY OBJECTS + LISBONA SISTERS 
ANTHONY MANSFIELD + DJ M3 





01.09 01.14 
01.12 01.15 
Ol) 01.16 





TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS . CLUB DXOOWNSITAIRS. 
MONARCHSF.COM 
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TEMPLESF.COM | 415-312-3668 | INFO@TEMPLESF.COM 
540 HOWARD STREET. SAN FRANCISCO | OPEN 10PM- 4AM | AGES 21+ 





Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m.., free, 


facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 
159-7263. Hillbilly Hootenanny West Side 


Revue, first Sunday of every month, 7:30 
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p.m., free, https://www.facebook.com/ 
pages/The-Hootenanny-West-Side-Revue- 
First-Sundays/341248372565054. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550- 
8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly country 
dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 


p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY 1/4 


ROCK 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551- 
5157. The Entrance Band, w/ Tim Cohen (solo), 


- 
‘. 


VEeRsARY 


1S FOLSOM PRESENT 


JERRY FOLK 
LE JEANSt¢o; se) 


S POLSOM PRESENT 
ne 


+ KEYLOW 





LETTERS 


plus TBA. Presented by (((folkYEAH!)))., 9 
p.m., $15. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco, 954-0777. Damir, 10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco, 626- 
1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs 
Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, & quests, 9:30 
p.m., $3-$5, www.deathguild.com. 


PUTIN 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. “M.0.M. (Motown on Mon- 
days),"’ w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www.motownonmon- 
days.com. 

Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Sissy Bar,” w/ resident DJs 
Bubbles & Christina, first and third Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 


SissyBarSF. 


CWORICS 


NEW YEARS EVE 2016 


THU ¢ 12/31 


PLUS 


a SIMIAN 
* MOBILE 
DISCO.« 


JAY TRIPWIRE 


FRI 1/1 


BRASS TAX 


SUPPER OF SURVIVORS VII 


SAT* 1/2 


AUDIOFLY 


FREE BEFORE 10:30 WITH RSVP 


PUBLIC WORKS, IN-SIGHT, ROBOT EARS PRESENT 


RHADOO ie: 


THE CAPRICORN PARTY 


|W. \e] Geel 


Miele} aa] 


6/L+ LVS 


SWING 


1/15 


LEE REYNOLDS ° MIKEY LION » DJ SABO 
DESERT HEARTS 


SATe 1/ 16 - PUBLIC WORKS & BLASTHAUS PRESENT 


RICHIE 


HAWTIN 


IN CELEBRATION OF ENTER. SAKE 


FRie 1/ 22 


SOLOMUN 


DIYNAMIC 


SUNDAY ¢ 1/17 
CHEESEMONGER INVITATIONAL 


TUESDAY ¢ 1/19 
THE LEAKEY FOUNDATION 


161 ERIE ST. SF, CA * MORE INFO @ PUBLICSF.COM 
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SAT* 1/ 23 


WOLF LAMB 


NICK MONACO 


SATURDAY ¢ 1/23 - LOFT 
ZERO F*CKS: HOUSE OF BASS 


SATURDAY ¢ 1/30 - MAIN ROOM 
NONSTOP BHANGRA 





ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. The Alabama Bowties, first Monday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Francisco, 
441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.terrysavastano.com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 771- 
5030. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free, www. 
kcturnerpresents.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental Jam 


Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, 
w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/ 


four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 
Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 621- 
9294. “Skylarking,” w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m., 


free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
05/77. “Bad to the Bone,” blues night with Tom 
Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 673- 
5483. ‘Fried Chicken & Blues,"’ 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 1/5 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco, 
441-2922. “High Fantasy," w/ DJ Myles 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Ambient, Hip-Hop 


CLAMS CASINO 


with Flying Lotus, Thundercat, and Troyboi, 9 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 
31, at 1015 Folsom. $85 and up; www.1015.com. 


I first learned about the producer Michael Volpe, aka Clams Casino, through 
the A$AP Rocky song, “Wassup.” [remember sitting cross-legged on my bed as 
Ilackadaisically rapped A$AP’s lyrics (which I admittedly read on the com- 
puter) over Casino’s echoey, smoke-filled, dark-as-night beat. New Jer- 
sey-based Casino hasn’t released a mixtape of his own since 2013 — because 
he’s been so busy producing for others. Seriously, this guy’s roster of artists is 
insane: It includes artists like Lil B, Mac Miller, and The Weeknd as well as FKA 
Twigs, Pia Mia, and Jhene Aiko. In other words, Casino has an uncanny ability 
to make beats that work for multiple genres, although he tends to excel most 
with darker, sinister-sounding production for rappers (check out Vince Sta- 
ples’ “Norf Norf” or “Surf” for reference). This is a New Year’s Eve party, so be 
prepared for a lot of pomp and excitement, as well as girls decked out in glitter 
and sequins. In addition to Casino, ambient dance music impresario Flying Lo- 
tus will also be performing, along with the Angeleno triple threat Thundercat. 


Jessie Schiewe 


Cooper, drag performances, more, 10 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863-4027. 
“Cock Shot,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco, 551- 
5157. DJ Primo, Oldies night, 8 p.m., Free. 
DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco, 626- 
1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 

$7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free 
with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 284-9774. 
“Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
"Switch," w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


“‘BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 

9 p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 
Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 

864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 


facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton 


Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
151-1122. Seisitin, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
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© Laney FLYNS ied CLUB & THE HUSTLER HONEYS PRESENT 
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RESERVE VIP TABLES & PURCHASE PRESALE Tic KETS WWW.HUSTLERCLUBSF.COM 
MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN « CHAMPAGNE TOAST + PARTY FAVORS = RESTAURANT OPEN LATE 


LARRY FLYNT'S 


HUSTLER CLUB 


0 ee ab ©) 
HOSTED BY 


1031 KEARNY » NORTH BEACH 0.494.100! 


HHUSTLERCLUASF + @SF_HUSTLERCLUB DJ LOREN 30 - 5AM 
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400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m.., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, 
and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931- 
3600. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 
Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 
861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ Stompy 
Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesdaynightjump. 

com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco, 
525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. “Noche Tropical,” Tuesdays, 7-10 
p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating res- 
ident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, plus 
guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.), 
undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco, 671-8081. ““Echale Mas Salsa,” 8 
p.m., free ($10 with salsa lessons), playasf. 
com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 
5160. “Tropicana Tuesdays,” w/ rotating 
DJs The Whooligan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 
J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 9 p.m., 


facebook.com/TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387-6455. 
“Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 


p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. The Stan Erhart 
Band, 10 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, 


first Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552- 
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7788. MSK.fm, first Tuesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco, 
647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & 
friends, 9:30 p.m., free, 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 1/6 


ROCK 


Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco, 954-0777. Terry Savastano, 


10 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. ‘Pussy Party,’ w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, 
and guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964. 
“‘Bondage-A-Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas 
Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, facebook. 
com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 
339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
$10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www. 
housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421- 
8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703-9751. 
“What?,” 7 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 
8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. 
“EQ Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512-7493. 
‘Mixtape Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
151-1122. Jeanie & Chuck's Bluegrass Country 
Jam, first Wednesday of every month, 9 
p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
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Electronic, Dance 


HOT CHIP 


with Ok Go, 10 p.m., Friday, Jan. 1, at 1015 Folsom. $20-$25; 


www.1015.com. 


My first pseudo-boyfriend introduced me to Hot Chip in the summer of 2006 
by burning me the entirety of the band’s second record, The Warning. Staunch 
hip-hop head that I am, I'd told him I didn’t want the CD and that I'd never listen 
to it, because Hot Chip is categorized as “electronic.” Little did I know that The 
Warning would become the soundtrack for that summer and my gateway into a 
whole new genre of experimental indie jams. Since then, the London-based sep- 
tet has released four more albums, including their most recent release, 2015's 
Why Make Sense? Perhaps the standout characteristic of Hot Chip is its ability to 
meld disparate genres into one cohesive sound. They’ve got everything you 
could imagine (or not imagine) in their songs, from disco and R&B to post-punk 
and techno. The new album is less digital-sounding and more refined than their 
earlier stuff, but that’s cool. This is no longer the summer of ’06. Things change. 
Tastes mature. Such is life. Jessie Schiewe 


0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, 
The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920- 
0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Experience, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931-3600. 
The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. Emily Wade 
Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric 
Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 


San Francisco, 616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 


826-9287. “Baobab!,” timba dance party with 
DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 
The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. ‘Latin Lounge,’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 
Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 671-8081. ‘‘Bachatalicious,” 


7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
885-4074. “The 45 Slew,” w/ resident DJs Mi- 
cah Aza & Al Lover, first and third Wednesday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-8667. Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 
Every other Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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OTHER DICKS, OTHER DOMS 


By Dan Savage 


Tama 30-year-old straight man and I've been 
with a 28-year-old bisexual woman for a year. Early 
in our relationship, after much discussion, we estab- 
lished that it would be open. I would have the liberty 
to see other women and so would she. We just had to 
be safe and always keep each other informed. The key 
was that she agreed to see only other women. I was 
uncomfortable with the idea of her being with anoth- 
er man, and she went along with it. Fast-forward a 
few months, and she told me that she had drunkenly 
kissed a male coworker. Hearing her say that hurt 
me. However, since then she has explained to me that 
the rule that she can be only with women is unfair 
because she’s bisexual and she’s attracted to both 
men and women. I can see whomever I might find 
attractive, but she has to limit herself. After much 
soul-searching, I came around to her point of view 
and she now has the option to see men too. My ques- 
tion: How do I deal with the jealousy and emotions 
that will come up when she does kiss another man? 
Or does even more with another man? We love each 
other, and I think it’s important to note that while we 
have both been on dates with other people, neither of 
us has had sex with someone else yet. 

Having Emotional Reaction Means Ask- 
ing Nervously 


“Hard Truth #1: Renegotiating is crucial to the 
survival of all long-term relationships — even 
more so in unconventional, custom-designed rela- 
tionships where there’s no established template,” 
said Christopher Ryan, author of Sex at Dawn: 
How We Mate, Why We Stray, and What It Means 
for Modern Relationships. “And while I don’t see 
any unfairness in HERMAN’s girlfriend wanting to 
have the same freedom he has (to see whomever 
she wants), if he agreed to the open relationship 
on the condition that she ‘see only other women, 
then renegotiating is going to be difficult.” 

Your description of that particular limitation — 
only other women — as “key” to opening up your 
relationship, HERMAN, left Ryan feeling less than 
optimistic. 

“Hard Truth #2: It’s a time-wasting mistake 
to negotiate nonnegotiables,” said Ryan. “I’m not 
saying we shouldn't be willing to learn and grow 
by trying new things. But our first task is to ‘know 
thyself’ and take it from there. For example, if 
you re certain you want or don’t want kids, then 
that shouldn't be open to negotiation just because 
you met someone you like (or love) whose dreams 
go the other way.” 

Assuming you're willing to renegotiate, HER- 
MAN, where do you start? 

“Perhaps the question of why he’s more both- 
ered by her being with men than women,” said 
Ryan. “Maybe he could ask her to set up a three- 
way with a man they both like so he can face the 
dragon, so to speak. See if the flip side of his fear 
isn’t that he’s actually turned on by the thought 
of her with other men. Lots to explore, once he’s 
certain he wants to explore it. But, again, if this is 
a nonnegotiable — if this really isn’t something 
HERMAN wants, despite his desire to be fair — it 
might be better to end the relationship than to 
attempt to be someone he’s not or agree to some- 
thing he'll never be at peace with.” 

Follow Christopher Ryan on Twitter @Chris- 
RyanPhD, and check out his podcast (Tangentially 
Speaking), videos, and swag at ChrisRyanPhD.com. 


What are your thoughts on two Doms sharing one 
sub? The scene I envision includes the domination of 
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the other Dom. Do some Doms enjoy the submission 
to another Dom while also enjoying dominating the 
sub? It’s probably best to put it into the context of my 
fantasy. I tie my sub to a chair or tie her down and 
then send a Snapchat to her other Dom. I invite the 
other Dom to come over and have his way with her. 
I would then leave, but they must stop immediately 
when I return, no matter where they are. The other 
Dom must then leave, and I do what I want from that 
point. Is this something I should talk with the other 
Dom about beforehand or should I just do it and see 
what happens? I’ve talked to my sub, and she is really 
into that scene, but she doesn’t know how her other 
Dom would feel about it. 

Dominate Other Man 


Sharing a sub could strike me as a great/hot 
idea, DOM, but my feelings are irrelevant — the 
scene isn’t going to work if the other Dom thinks 
the idea is terrible/lame. That said, I don’t see 
any harm in waiting until your sub is tied down 
to propose this scene — lay out the details out in 
advance on Snapchat, not once he’s in the room, 
so he'll be free to take a pass if the scene doesn’t 
appeal to him. But by waiting, you run the risk of 
discovering, after it’s all set up, after you've sent 
the Snapchat, that her other Dom loves the idea 
but is out of town/watching the GOP debate/sit- 
ting shivah/whatever. 


Longtime reader and listener (magnum podcast 
subscriber!) here, and I have a conundrum. My 
partner and I have a DADT agreement in regards to 
extramarital relations. I'm a fortysomething woman 
who travels a lot on business, and I find those trips a 
great opportunity to have NSA flings with younger 
men, allin good fun. So far, Tinder seems to be a good 
way to meet people, and I try to take precautions to 
ensure they are who they say they are by checking 
them out on social media and meeting them first in a 
public place. But a girl can't be too careful. Sometimes 
I wish I had someone I could call and just say, “Hey, 
I'm hosting a stranger tonight at my hotel. Could you 
call me at a specific time to check he hasn't chopped 
me up into little pieces?” My partner can't be that 
person because of the whole DADT thing. My friends 
don't know about my flings. And the front desk seems 
inappropriate. Is there an app out there providing this 
kind of service? Or does someone need to create one? 

Seeks Discreet Call Service 


A Tinder-like app to hook up random people 
who are about to hook up with other random peo- 
ple so the randos who met via the Tinder-like app 
can verify neither was murdered by the randos they 
met via Tinder itself? Sounds a little complicated, 
SDCS, and I’m not sure the market for your pro- 
posed app is big enough to attract investors. I also 
don’t think introducing a second potentially unre- 
liable and/or sinister stranger into the mix is going 
to make your hotel hookups appreciably safer. 

Here’s a better idea/simpler life hack: Schedule 
a wake-up call for an hour or two after your Tinder 
rando is due to arrive. You can schedule wake-up 
calls for any time of day, SDCS, and in nicer hotels 
you can even ask the front desk to ring you person- 
ally instead of scheduling a robocall. Just tell the 
receptionist you're a heavy sleeper and you need 
them to verify that you’re awake/alive in time for 
your big meeting. 

Or you could take a risk and confide in a friend 
about your open marriage, your flings, and your 
need for a safety buddy. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Physical Therapy of San 
Francisco, 2410 18th Avenue, San 
Francisco, CA 94116, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Marc Joseph Rabideau, P.T., 4100 
Fulton St. (12), San Francisco, CA 
94121 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 12/04/2015. 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Marc J. Rabideau 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 4, 2015. 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 
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Call Now! 


a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/10, 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/15 
CNS-2823201# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Walter J. Transportation & 
Logistics, 50 Grafton Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94112, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Walter Malcolm Whitfield Stokes, 
50 Grafton Ave., San Francisco, 

CA 94112 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 11/20/15. 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Walter M. Whitfield Stokes 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 23, 2015. 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 






a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/10, 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/15 
CNS-2821924# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368039-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Vandasiam Sushi, 1560 Fillmore 
Street, San Francisco, CA 94115, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Bilguun Baysgalan, 306 Arguello 
Blvd., #6, San Francisco, CA 94118 
The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 10/14/2015 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Bilguun Baysbalan 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
November 24, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 


12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 1/7/16 
CNS-2824095# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368184-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

The Little Petunia, 27-A Walter St., 
San Francisco, CA 94114, County of 
San Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Stephanie Hughes, 27-A Walter St., 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 9/15 

| declare that all information in 

this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Stephanie Hughes 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 4, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 1/7/16 
CNS-2824086# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368349-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Foster Health Care Consulting, 
950 Duncan St., 104E, San Francisco, 
CA 94131, County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 

Rebecca L. Foster, 950 Duncan St., 
104E, San Francisco, CA 94131 

The business is conducted by: an 
individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 12/15/2015 

| declare that all information in 


this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Rebecca L. Foster 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 15, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 

it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/24, 12/31, 1/7, 1/14/16 
CNS-2827573# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0368511-00 

Fictitious Business Name(s): 

San Francisco Pet Behavior 
Consulting, 236 West Portal Ave 
#455, SF, CA 94127, County of San 
Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Keely Commins Enna, 56 Rossmoor 
Drive, San Francisco, CA 94132 
The business is conducted by: An 
Individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 12/10/2015 

| declare that all information in 
this statement is true and correct. 
(A registrant who declares as true 
any material matter pursuant to 
Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the registrant 
knows to be false is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Keely Commins Enna, DVM 

This statement was filed with the 
San Francisco County Clerk on 
December 23, 2015 

NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 17920, 

a Fictitious Name Statement 
generally expires at the end of 

five years from the date on which 
it was filed in the office of the 
County Clerk, except, as provided 


in Subdivision (b) of Section 17920, 
where it expires 40 days after any 
change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change in the 
residence address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious Business 
Name Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 

of a Fictitious Business Name in 
violation of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or common law 
(See Section 14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 

12/31, 1/7, 1/14, 1/21/16 
CNS-2829759# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 





Lap Steel Guitar Lessons 
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SHASTA COUNTY 

5.8 acres on gated dirt road, pine 
and oak trees, view, flat to hilly land, 
seasonal creek. $9900.00 down, 
$440.44/mo. ($49900.00 cash 

price). .ALSO 1 acre paved road, 
Lake Shasta area. OWNER (owc). 
CALL 530-605-8857 





EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

| like to have fun, relax, and enjoy 
myself. Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenings. 12 Noon- 
12 Midnight. Incall/Outcall. Mature. 
CALL: 415-435-7526 





SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, 
INC. 


West Maui's 


Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 





FULL-TIME, SPRING SEMESTER 2016 (JANUARY - JUNE) 
San Francisco Media Co. is looking for energetic and dedicated 


individuals with a creative eye for news photography to fill two 
photojournalist intern positions for the fall. 





415.288.2999 


TOLL FREE 1 877.839.1110 


AANA alrelabesy.colatelarec-mece) aa) 


Candidates must have a digital SLR and know the 
basics of Photoshop. Equipment should include: at least one wide 
angle and one zoom lens. 


415-288-2800 


925-750-0000 
1-877-800-5282 


LAVALIFEVOICE.COM 


Must be enrolled in 
an accredited school offering 


internship credit. 


Email Photo Editor 
Mike Koozmin at 
mkoozmin@sfexaminer.com 


TRICTIONS APPLY 
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+ BEWARE! Séme Clinics Come and G Go andy 
Recommendation Will be Worthless 

* Dom? Take a Chance. Wo are the Oldest and Most £ ables 
+ Only Our Doctors Will Support You In Court at Our Expense. Nesde: 
SaTerranci2co 2533 Mission Street MOVED! 


4 1'5°9 77,082 236 MSan Francisco,\ce S4110 9 
www.Price 


MOM’S BODY SHOP 
TATTOO & PIERCING 


* Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * 
* Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 

* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * 
* Fri-Sat: Noon-2am * 


(415)864-6667 www.momsbodyshop.com 
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Evaluations.com 





MEvie=) Gannett Eucinetinns, 
ray 420MD.ORG 


Oakland 
Telegraph Awe. #109 
(510) 832-5000 

Berkeley 










2633 


10AM-6PM ; 


2558 Telegraph Ave OPEN 7 DAYS | 
(510) 204-9999 


Bay Area/African Hair Braiding: 


256 Taylor St. San Francisco 





=) = od 0 ee -) 1 
EDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


[855A Haight St. SF 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 


(415) 831-1032 
sfgec.com 
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GALIEGRNIA 
CAIN NABIS © 


Crolinay) mygoldengateway.com 


GATEWAY. 












MARIJUANA DOCTOR 


SAME DAY WALK-INS 30 MINUTES 
OR LESS FROM START TO FINISH 


™ 


ALL PATIENTS WITH THIS OFFER 


ecTek 415.554.0171 


OPEN 7 DAYS 1lam-7pm ¢1884 MARKET ST, SF 94102 
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| Compassionate Health Options | 


Medical Marijuana Evaluations” 
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| 
| We Price Match 
| 
| 






18 Locaboris 
in Northem Cationic 
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RUN YOUR LEGAL 
AD WITH US! 


Discover Us At 


WEEKLY 


Call 415-526-8158 
or visit sfweekly.com 
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CASH! 
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